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1. Japanese government issues the 2009 Plan
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2. Patent Prosecution Highway continues its
worldwide expansion with the inclusion of
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3. China tightens its trademark examination
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4. Sony joins a defensive service against
patent trolls
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panese government issues the 2009 Plan for the Promoti
Intellectual Property
BARE BT X000 84 EE HEAEETE 2009 |1 2R E

The Intellectual Property Strategy Headquarters of the Japanese government issued on June 24,
2009 the 2009 Plan for the Promotion of Intellectual Property, which focuses mostly on the expansion of patent
scope in the field of advanced medical technology. The Plan proposes, among others, to include inventions

connected with Induced Pluripotent Stem cells (iPS cells) technology and with drug dosage and administration

to the scope of patentable inventions.

IPS cells have been raising high expectations in a wide variety of domains, especially regarding
medical applications in the field of regenerative medicine. However, much ambiguity remained in Japan over
the technologies eligible for patent protection — for example regarding the patentability of methods for

producing cells from iPS cells. The clarifications brought by the 2009 Plan over patentable technologies are

therefore likely to give a boost to the efforts of companies and research institutes.
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In Japanese practice, the scope of patentable inventions in the medical field is limited to
products such as medical supplies and instruments and to the related methods, while surgery, therapy and
diagnostic methods are not considered as patentable. The Plan underlines the necessity to clarify that a drug
having the same components as an existing drug can also be protected as a patent if requirements such as
novelty and inventive step (for example through an alteration of the original dosage allowing for a reduction of
the risk of side effects) are met. Other makers would then be able to enter the market after the expiration of the
twenty-year term for the patent related to the composition of the original drug, resulting in a competition
between cheaper generics and a new version (for example with improved dosage) of the original drug.
Intensified drug research is also expected to result in less expensive drugs for patients. The government will

undertake a review of the Examination Guidelines before the end of the year.

Reference:
(1) http://mainichi.jp/life/money/news/20090625k0000m020056000c.html
(i1) http://www.asahi.com/health/news/TK'Y200906200077.html

H A E BURF O FN ) PE I ASER I X200 94E6 H 24 H | Sl [ 53 BF CORFFFRIH DL R0 & 2R IA A T2 TR R
PEHEMERH 2009 | 2R E LT, BAEERLE~DIS A2 S D N T2 REEsriiia G(PSHIE) o B <0,
O MIESCH BRI T2RMAL R TR AO M RICEZOHIEREZIRF LI,

P SHIEI L ERR A OISR IRV S A2 IR STV D, UL, iPSHlIa OO MISZE T EROFIERE £
DI B FEFF O REIRDIDUNENR RS 0T, 2T, PRI R LR DB BN A ML 3528 Tl 4R
FOWHEHEBE D ERVAR A 2R L 7%,

o, BARENCBIIDER 7 B ORFFFEEORN R, ERKMCERK R E DY) CRE T BICRES L TRY, F
-0tk I TR BRI 7> T D, HEERTIE, B3R TH, IRATEE RIS ZETRITER OV A2 28
S 7 E DOFRINE  ESMEED RO ONAUTRFFFEL TIRET DLW L T & THDH LT, ZHUTEY, WED
Fratif] THL20F 2 E T, tA—D—b B AWRE T, LM R FEKE | IRTEIC T RZIMA TS TEHN, 15
THE T DI85, FEROMIEICSHIZHZES LT, BEIZE> TREDINDIRNERER TE DI 5T
ELWIFFEND, BURHITFENICHFEERED RELITEFT 5,

(i) http://mainichi.jp/life/money/news/20090625k0000m020056000c.html
(i) http://www.asahi.com/health/news/TKY200906200077.html
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Prosecution Highway continues its worldwide expansion wi
inclusion of Hungary
FEFEE/ N1V x4 (PPH) . #R 100 EIZHER

The Japan Patent Office (JPO) and the Hungarian Patent Office agreed to launch a trial version
of the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) on August 3, 2009, following a meeting between the commissioners
of both offices held in Hungary on June 30, 2009. With this agreement, Hungary becomes the second PPH
partner of Japan in Eastern Europe, following the earlier inclusion of Russia. This brings the number of Japan’s
PPH partners to ten countries, with the total number of patent filings received by the patent offices of these ten
countries and of Japan representing around 65% of worldwide patent filings. The PPH network, which allows
the companies of each participating country to protect their inventions in a faster and more efficient way,
continues to expand.

Japan launched the world’s first PPH with the USA in 2006. So far, Japan signed agreements and
successfully implemented the PPH with nine major patent offices (the USA, Korea, the United Kingdom,
Germany, Denmark, Finland, Russia, Austria and Singapore). With the objective to support the fast and
efficient acquirement by Japanese applicants of patent rights abroad, the Japanese government is planning to
expand even further the PPH network, through negotiations with the European Patent Office (EPO) and the
Canada Intellectual Property Office.

Reference:
(1) http://www.meti.go.jp/press/20090630012/20090630012.html

200946 H30 A \ N BV —THlfESNIZ AN T —FaFTRESGICRW T, W TIIRTFEE Y =1 (PP
H) DAT420094-8 H 3ANDIGT2ZLICHE LI, AAREN T —EDOPPHFHIEL, AARIZE > TIIAREKH
WCIIes TICIRE 2 E B 725, ZHUCEY, BAEEOPPHA#EEIX 100 ENZHER L, oS EE L% 10 E O H
Fa S A b DR ORFFHEDOR65% % S5k ElnoTz, ZORER, & EORENLHE - eI 5%
MR T 272D OPPHO B AN, HIZIERESNDHZ LT a7,

20064F, H AR KE LI CHID TPPHABRAAL 72, ZALLLK, BEICHESR 29 E O FeaF)T CRE ., wiE | 5E[EH
KAV Fo~—0 T4 TR as 7 F—AN T SR —)L) EPPHARE S L IER B A A BAEL TVND,
Athb B AREBUFIL, BAREHEAOSENZ BT HHGHE - 7R S 2 X3 BR25PPHO Ry T —2
JER DT, W FFFIT (EPO) 0 & R T4 LPPHARH S 12 AT T2 AR WA T T PEEL TNV,

(i) http://www.meti.go.jp/press/20090630012/20090630012.html
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China tightens its trademark examination
HE. BREHROEEHBIE

The unauthorized use by Chinese companies of Japanese place names as trademarks has been an
issue recently. In what constitutes the latest development on this matter, the China Trademark Office (CTMO)
reportedly decided not to register as trademarks the name of eight Japanese prefectures that had been applied
for by Chinese companies or individuals. The prefectures in question are Nagano, Shizuoka, Kyoto, Nara,
Hiroshima, Kagawa, Fukuoka and Kagoshima.

The JPO perceives the decision of the CTMO as proof that China, by making trademark
examination stricter, had changed its attitude towards the issue.

According to the JPO, a growing number of Chinese or Taiwanese companies and individuals
having no relation to the corresponding Japanese communities are filing applications for trademarks using the
names of Japanese prefectures or cities, in an attempt to strengthen the brand image of products such as tea,
medicine and clothing. As this practice poses a threat to Japanese exports, the Japanese government requested
the CTMO and the Taiwan Intellectual Property Office to address the problem.

The JPO is currently trying to obtain a better understanding of the situation, and intends to

request support at the governmental level.

Reference:
(1) http://news.braina.com/2009/0630/move 20090630 001 .html
(i1) http://www.47news.jp/CN/200906/CN2009062901000469.html

A AR D14 23 [E O B IR 272 I Ko TEEEW 72 8 O FaEE W T bl QOB EE T, FE Y R32009456
AFTIZIER ) TERR ) TR 78 N D DIFIRA DN T, FIEOBZECM A D FE LI i A 7D 7 R E A
LIcZ Mmooz,

OB ST IRANTTNT BR RS B MR, BIREHD, A AREFRFFT L ERID DR I F A
THEDOEIERDHHRE, ZOMBIT T RBNE N RoND ) L TWD,

HARERFFTICEDE, HAROHT BTG EREIZBERA W E BB ORZECE AN, ZB72E ORCEHCIE M 28
A&V TZRG T, 77U R & @D DAL D RSCBUS T4 Al o T PR A R 57 — ARV TN D, H ARD:
HO IS BEN AR DD HARBUFIZHE, B8 2 RIS RBEUGE T 7ok S 2 R T,

H ARERFETIT Cld, EREDHE - STICE D DL BT, BUF L~ TOME N EH O LR ICTIVAHA TUVLKELT
AV
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(i) http://news.braina.com/2009/0630/move_20090630_001__.html
(ii) http://www.47news.jp/CN/200906/CN2009062901000469.html

Sony joins a defensive service against patent trolls
Y_—hN\TFUMNO—ILR RO Y —E XIZMA

Sony has become a member of the RPX Defensive Patent Aggregation, a US fund specialized in
patent acquisition. Through this move, the Japanese electronics giant is seeking to avoid lawsuits from so-called
“patent trolls” — companies which, even though they do not conduct any research & development and do not
manufacture any products, acquire patents in the sole objective to bring infringement lawsuits against
manufacturers. Following Seiko-Epson and Panasonic, Sony is the third Japanese member of RPX.

There is an estimated 200 patent trolls in the USA. Most of these companies use their investors’
money to constitute a capital through the acquisition of patents, before suing manufacturers for infringement in
order to obtain from them a monetary settlement. The money from the settlement is then redistributed to the
investors. Recent years have seen a sharp increase in the number of cases where the target is an Asian company.

It is in this context that RPX is offering its defensive patent service. The service allows member
companies to reduce the risk of litigation by having RPX buy patents related to their line of business before

patent trolls.

Reference:
(1) http://www.asahi.com/business/update/0623/TKY200906220349.html
(i1) http://www jiji.com/jc/zc?k=200906/2009062500566

B SIFAFFERAR S BIEL LW DI HER BOED | A— I — 2RI MM R EFR AR 23 (37 b —1
LIFINDKERFE~DORRLL T, V=—IZKEORFFHM 7 7 FIRPX L& L T2, AAEETIIEA7—
T T = RT3 H DIRHEL D,

[T b=V IR ENZ2004E 2L LS D EEND, TDEZITREZ D LRDTZE 44 T TR R OERD | FF
THRETA— D —Z K2 TS ZS THEZR IZHEL CQD, ITEILT U7 A= — OB S S5 S5 03 S
LTV,

ZOLH7eH | RPXUZ, FFarbifirh—E AZARMEL T, B 3EIE, ArEOFELEL 2572 F5 374, /3T hhr—
JHANZE ONDENIRPXIZIERIVL TE S THHUY, FFFAVATZ DRI S721T 5,

(i) http://www.asahi.com/business/update/0623/TKY200906220349.html
(i) http://www.jiji.com/jc/zc?k=200906,/2009062500566
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of
intellectual property, and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS: DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

CABLE: KENZOPAT OSAKA

E-MAIL: kenzopat@mars.dti.ne.jp

WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com

TELEPHONE: +81-6-6351-4384 (Key Number)
+81-6-6351-4397 / +81-6-6351-4374
+81-6-6351-4630 / +81-6-6351-4670

FACSIMILE: (GII, GIII)
+81-6-6351-5664 (Key Number)
+81-6-6351-2682 / +81-6-6351-5611
+81-6-6355-0986

OSAKA 2ND OFFICE

ADDRESS: MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

E-MAIL: kenzopat@mars.dti.ne.jp

WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com

TELEPHONE: +81-6-6351-4384 (Key Number)
+81-6-6351-4397 / +81-6-6351-4374
+81-6-6351-4630 / +81-6-6351-4670

FACSIMILE: (GII, GIII)
+81-6-6351-5664 (Key Number)
+81-6-6351-2682 / +81-6-6351-5611
+81-6-6355-0986

TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS: WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN

E-MAIL: hara-tky(@muse.dti.ne.jp

WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com

TELEPHONE: +81-3-3433-5810 (Key Number)
+81-3-3433-5811 / +81-3-3433-5812

FACSIMILE: +81-3-3433-5281 (Key Number)
+81-3-3433-5286
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