HWARAKENZQ
L Gy

HARAKENZO

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

PATENT LAW FIRM
TOPIC
1. IBM awarded highest number of US patents in
2010 (over five thousand) for eighteenth year
in a row
20104 | KIBMAHV184F &t TR EEx % D 5,00044#2 D FFEr
I

2. China to conclude a Patent Prosecution
Highway (PPH) arrangement with Japan even -
this year ‘
FE. SEICLEREFHFEENIV AR

3. A first patent auction’s rate of contract
formation reaches 40%
FIEHFA—0 23> D EHIEH40%

4. Regarding the International Comparative Research on Industrial Property Systems
Report
EXVEESNESELRRAEARREEIONT 4

IBM awarded highest number of US patents in 2010 (over five
thousand) for eighteenth year in a row
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According to an announcement by IBM (US), IBM acquired 5,896 U.S. patents in 2010 and was
ranked first of all applicants for the number of U.S. patents awarded for the eighteenth year in a row. In 2010,
Samsung ranked second and Microsoft third.

The more than seven thousand inventors who contributed to this record-breaking number of
awarded patents for IBM reside in forty-six states of the United States and in twenty-six countries. More than

22% of IBM’s US patents in 2010 had received contributions from inventors living outside of the country.
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China to conclude a Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) arrangement
with Japan even this year
FE. SEICTLAREFFER/ NAITAHHE

The Chinese government announced that it plans to arrange a Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)
program with Japan even within the year 2011.

A PPH is an international network that exchanges information among patent offices and speeds
up the examination processes in participating countries. For example, if an application is receiving an
examination first in Japan, the applicant may request to have the technological information from that
examination shared with the partner country and have an earlier examination occur there.

Until now, Japan has formed PPH agreements with thirteen other countries and regions,

including the United States and the European Union.
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A first patent auction’s rate of contract formation reaches 40%
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On December 16, 2010, the Institute of Computing Technology Chinese Academy of Science
opened its first patent auction at the China Technology Exchange.

This auction included seventy patents in the fields of intelligent information and wireless
communication, integrated circuits, and the Internet. Among these patents, there were eight patent portfolios,
thirty-eight patents with set minimum prices, and twenty-four patents without any minimum price set. Eight
Chinese corporations won bids for a total of twenty-eight cases, and the contracts made totaled a value of about

3 million yuan.
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Regarding the International Comparative Research on Industrial
Property Systems Report
EXRVEESNESELERAEARRESICOLT

On January 21, 2011, JPO released the report with the research topics of 2009.

They are the following four:
(1) Computer software-related protection and protection of the business field, etc., (2) Protection of the
appropriate rights of the persons entitled to obtain patents,(3) Assistance by developed and semi-developed
countries to developing and semi-developed countries, etc., with a stress on the intellectual property field , (4)
Intellectual Property systems and their application in Russia, Central and South America, and the Middle East.

(1) reports on the existing condition of computer software-related protection and protection of
the business field, etc., in U.S.A., Europe, United Kingdom, Germany, China, Korea, India, Russia, and Canada.

(4) reports on the systems of intellectual property protection, GCC Patent Office systems of
patent protection, etc., in Russia, Brazil, Mexico, Peru, Chile, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and
the United Arab Emirates.

You can find the details on the following site of JPO:
http://www.jpo.go.jp/shiryou/toushin/chousa/zaisanken kouhyou.htm
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of
intellectual property, and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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