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Japan Customs: Track record in import and export injunctions for 2010
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On March 7, 2011, the Customs and Tariffs Bureau at Japan’s Ministry of Finance announced its
record of injunctions against products which infringe intellectual property for 2010.

The number of import injunction cases for 2010 was 23, 233, surpassing 20, 000 for the fourth
year in a row. The number of suspended products was 630, 688 items. The number of cases has increased by
6.1% compared with last year, and the number of items has decreased by 39.6%.

Concerning the types of suspended products, injunctions against footwear (sandals), bags, and
electronic goods (vacuum cleaners, slimming devices, etc.) have increased.

As far as constituent ratios by source country is concerned, infringing products coming from
China exceeded 90 percent for the first time (90.4 %), and polarization toward China as the source of infringing
products advances even further. Korea ranks second as in past years, but the injunction cases against infringing

products from that country decrease every year.
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Concerning the patent disputes between Sony and LG Electronics -- an
injunction against import of PlayStation 3 in the Netherlands
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On March 4, 2011, Sony revealed that its video game console PlayStation 3 has been under
injunction at the customs in the Netherlands since late February. The said injunction is in connection with the
patent suits between Sony and Korea's LG Electronics, being the result of the Dutch court's granting a request
for a provisional injunction made by LG. Electronics. LG. Electronics has claimed that a technology in relation
to Blu-ray Disc featured in Sony's PlayStation 3 infringes its patent rights.

Also, since on March 11, 2011, the provisional injunction was lifted, Sony has revealed that it

plans to resume the previously suspended shipment of PlayStation 3 to the Netherlands in the near future.
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U.S. Senate passed a bill to review patent examination: from “first-to-
invent rule” to “first-to-file rule”
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On March 8, 2011, during a plenary session, the U.S. Senate passed a bill to adopt the first-to-
file rule with regard to patent applications.

Until now, the first-to-invent rule has been in force in the U.S., granting the patent right to the
application by the first inventor in cases where applications for the same invention are filed. However, it is not
easy to determine the first inventor, and it often takes time and money.

On the other hand, under the first-to-file rule, because the decision whether or not to grant a
patent is based on the order of the filing the applications, there is the advantage of not having to prove the order

of invention.
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“Bill to partially amend the Japanese Patent Act etc." to be submitted
to the Diet
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On March 11, 2011, the Japanese Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) announced
that it is to submit the "Bill to Partially Amend the Japanese Patent Act etc." to the 177th ordinary session of the
Diet.

This amendment bill aims at 1. reinforcement of the protection of license agreements, 2.
appropriate protection of the inventors' rights in cases of joint research, etc., 3. improvement with regard to user

convenience; 4. an overhaul of the trial system toward swift and efficient settlements of disputes.
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Introduction to Our Firm' s Service LUErD Y —E BN

Import-Export Suspension Support Station
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‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Clickghere forudetails

international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of
intellectual property, and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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