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The commencement of PPH MOTTAINAI trial program
PPH MOTTAINALGR{TF 04 3 LA

The JPO announced that the PPH MOTTAINALI trial program, which relaxes the application
requirements for Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) and expands the eligibility scope, commenced on July 15,
2011 in eight countries including Japan (Japan, U.S.A., U.K., Canada, Australia, Finland, Russia, Spain).

In the past, PPH applications were only possible based on the examination result by the country
in which the applicant had first filed the patent application (first patent office), but the current trial program
makes it possible to use the PPH as long as the examination result in any of the participating countries shows
that the invention is patentable, regardless of whether the application is first examined in U.S.A., U.K., Canada,
Finland, Russia or Spain (since Japan has not partnered with Australia, the latter is not included).

In addition, the trial period is set for one year.
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The revision of examination request fees
HEEERFE KA OHIE

Regarding the fees for filing a request for examination, the revised Official fee will apply from
August 1, 2011. As a result of the last revision, the basic examination request fee was decreased by approx.
50,000 Japanese yen. According to the JPO, an examination request fee of approx. 200,000 Japanese yen will
be reduced to approx. 150,000 Japanese yen (a reduction of twenty-five percent for an average patent
application). In addition, there will be no change in the charge per claim.

Also, in cases where the system of deferred payment has been used for requests for examination
filed on or before July 31, 2011 and the fees are paid by filing an amendment on or after August 1, 2011, the

fees prior to said revision will apply.
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Regarding the U.S. Patent Act Reform Bill
KEHFEFERIEEFEIZDOLNT

On June 23, 2011, a to U.S. Patent Act reform bill (Congress draft) was approved by a vote of
304 to 117.

The bill that was passed in a Senate meeting on March 8 this year and the bill passed on June 23
in the Congress meeting have partial similarities, as well as several differences. Revisions such as(1) transition
from first-to-invent rule to first-to-file rule, (2) introduction of a system of post-grant opposition, and(3)

elimination of invalidity for failure to disclose the best mode of the specification, are common to both Houses.
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The JPO collects public comments—applicant's draft manual for
eligibility for regulations concerning exception to loss of novelty
BETERSE —TRERXOHNREDERZZITA-ODHBEADFEIZ(E)

In view of the expansion of the scope of eligibility for exception to loss of novelty as a result of
the Japanese Patent Act amendment, the JPO is gathering public comments on an applicant's draft manual (the
amended Patent Act has not come into effect at present).

For example, since inventions disclosed at academic meetings, seminars, television and radio
interviews and press conferences, etc. may now become eligible, proposals are featured with regard to how to
prepare the documentation concerning the state of disclosure in order to become eligible Also, this draft
reviews the way of thinking regarding certifying documents, acknowledging a certain probative value of the
certifying documents in cases where they were prepared based on a certificate by the applicant (document A)
following a certain format, even if a so-called document B featuring objective evidentiary materials and
certificates by third parties has not been submitted. Also, if it is within the scope of the items featured in

document A, document B may be submitted at a later date through a written opinion, etc.
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Introduction to Our Firm' s Service LFADY—EXRBN

Translation for. Languaiges)
2 = 55 58 Y

‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to ClLickghere foradetails

international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of
intellectual property, and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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