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Partial amendments to Patent Law will come into effect on April 1, 2012
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The 'Government Ordinance Determining Date of Execution for Partial Amendments to Patent
Law etc.' was concluded by the Cabinet on November 29, 2011. Under this government ordinance, the partial

amendments to the Patent Law etc. that were announced in June 2011 will come into effect on April 1, 2012.
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WIPO and pharmaceutical companies to collaboratively share drug
patents
WIPOLEE R EERIFHEHRFA

The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) is to work with eight major
pharmaceutical companies to establish a system for collaboratively sharing drug-related patents. The
pharmaceutical companies involved will provide patents relating to treatments and vaccines for tropical
diseases, etc., and the WIPO will create a patent information database. Universities and research institutes
worldwide will be able to use this information as a basis for development.

The companies taking part in this project include Eisai (Japan), Pfizer (U.S.), Sanofi (France),
GlaxoSmithKline (U.K.) and Novartis (Switzerland).
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Hitachi expands its patent search service to countries outside Japan
BiL. $FEFmER Y —EXE B HRER

Hitachi, Ltd. is to expand its patent information search service 'Share Research' to countries
overseas, primarily China. From December 2011, a Chinese-language service will be made available.

Two versions of the Chinese-language service have been prepared: a system building (SI)
version and an SaaS version with simplified functionality. The SI version is provided through a joint venture
between Hitachi and Beijing University of Technology, and the SaaS version is provided through an industrial
company belonging to the same university. There is a perceived demand from Chinese companies for the ability
to search the patent information of Japan and other countries.

In addition, Hitachi is to further increase the number of countries available for search, adding the
ability to search the design publications of the U.S., China, India and Thailand, as well as the patent abstracts of
80 countries recorded in the EPO document database (DOCDB).
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Employee invention compensation for label printer set at 56 million yen
(S~ )VENRIHE BT R BAXHE 5600 A AN HEE

In the final appeal of the employee invention compensation lawsuit brought against Brother
Industries, Ltd. by former and current employees of the company, the No. 2 Petty Bench of the Supreme Court
has rejected the appeals of both the plaintiff and the defendant. The plaintiff had originally claimed 400 million
yen in compensation for the invention of the laminated label printer sold under the name 'Tepra.' On the basis of
this decision by the No. 2 Petty Bench, the second verdict (issued in June 2009 by the Intellectual Property
High Court) stands, and Brother is ordered to pay approx. 56 million yen to the two plaintiffs.

Prior to filing the lawsuit, the two plaintiffs had received approx. 240,000 yen from Brother

Industries, Ltd. as payment for four patents.
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Malaysia expresses interest in joining the Madrid Protocol
RL—17  RFUYRBEBREE (RFYyR-7aca)L) MBIZER

Malaysia has shown a desire to sign up to the Madrid Protocol. According to Ismail Sabri Bin
Yaakob, Minister of Domestic Trade, Co-operatives and Consumerism, Malaysia aims to join the Protocol by
2013 at the latest.

Minister Ismail made Malaysia's time schedule for joining the Madrid protocol clear while
attending a forum on the process of applying to said protocol, etc., jointly held by the WIPO and the Intellectual
Property Corporation of Malaysia (MyIPO).

The highest number of foreign applications to Malaysia in 2010 came from the US, with 2,807
cases, followed by Japan (1,696 cases) and China (1,035 cases).
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Introduction to Our Firm' s Service LFADY—EXRBN

SME Support Station
RNNSE 3528100

‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to ClLickghere foradetails

international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of
intellectual property, and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS: DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN
E-MAIL: iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com (3%updated on December 2010)
WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com
TELEPHONE: +81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)
FACSIMILE: +81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS: MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN
E-MAIL: iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com (3%updated on December 2010)
WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com
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TELEPHONE: +81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)
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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS: WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN
E-MAIL: iplaw-tky(@harakenzo.com (3¥updated on December 2010)
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http://ip-kenzo.com
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