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Rapid Advances Made by Asian Enterprises in Acquiring U.S. Patents in
2011
201 1 EERFEFIGHE 7OTREEE

On January 11, 2012, the U.S. patent information service company IFI CLAIMS Patent Services
announced 2011 rankings for the number of U.S. patents acquired, based on information supplied by the
USPTO.

In 2011, the total number of U.S. patents acquired increased over the previous year by 2% to a
total of 224,505, the highest number on record. The company that acquired the most patents in 2011 was IBM
(U.S.), marking the 19th year running that it has held this position. Following IBM was Samsung Electronics
(Korea), holding the number two position for the second year running. In third position was Canon (Japan). Of
the top ten companies, six were Japanese, and eight were Asian. Asian companies further showed their strength

and vigor by occupying 25 of the top 50 positions on the list.
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Revision to Similar Products/Services Examination Standard for
Trademarks
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The Similar Products/Services Examination Standard has been revised to correspond to the 10th
Edition of International Classifications, issued on January 1, 2012 and based on the Nice Agreement
Concerning the International Classification of Goods and Services for the Purposes of the Registration of Marks.
The classifications of several products have changed, and groupings of similar items have been revised in order
to bring the connections between similar products and services in line with the realities of economics and
business dealings.

The revised Examination Standard was brought into effect from January 1, 2012.
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Japan Post loses trademark infringement lawsuit regarding
"P3A—IL" (Yu-mail)
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Japan Post has lost a trademark infringement lawsuit over its delivery service "5 A—JL" (Yu-
mail). The case was brought against Japan Post by the Sapporo-based Direct Mail company Sapporo Mail
Service, which owns the trademark "3 A—JL" (Yu-mail) and claimed that Japan Post was infringing its
trademark rights. On January 12, 2012, the Tokyo District Court issued a decision in which it acknowledged
that the trademark rights had been infringed. Japan Post immediately appealed against the decision.

Sapporo Mail Service's "Yu-mail" is registered as a Class 35 designated service: "Dissemination
of advertising matter to various addresses, Advertising, etc." On the other hand, Japan Post's "Yu-mail" is a
delivery service for magazines, catalogs, DVDs, etc.

Japan Post argued that its service was "for the shipping of goods and not for the dissemination of
advertising matter," but Tokyo District Court concluded that as Japan Post had "promoted that the service could
also be used for the dissemination of advertising matter, it constitutes a similar designated service" and issued a

decision of trademark right infringement.
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Proxy Book Digitizing - Proxy Firms Scanning Books Sued by Authors
EEDEFIERIT AFXvoRITEAZTERONIRER

On December 20, 2011, a group of seven authors, including Mr. Keigo Higashino, sought
injunctions at the Tokyo District Court against two proxy companies engaged in cutting, scanning and
digitizing books.

The plaintiffs claim that "the production of copies of a copyrighted work by a user for personal
use only is legal under the copyright law. In these cases however these companies are taking orders from
unspecified large numbers of users, and carrying out scanning and digitizing of books that is not for personal
use. Therefore it is a violation of reproduction rights under the copyright law."

In September 2011, the plaintiffs were members of a group of 122 authors and seven publishing
companies that communicated to 98 proxy scanning companies that permission had not been given to digitize
their works. They also issued a questionnaire to determine whether or not the scanning companies intended to
continue with their proxy business. As a result, many companies stated that they would no longer carry out
proxy scanning. The two accused companies stated that they intended to continue, and as a result the current

case was brought against them.
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End of Examination Payment Deferment System
BREFARMOMTELEFIEDRT

The system for the deferment of examination payment (official fee), which began in April 2009,
is to end on March 31, 2012. This system allowed applicants to defer payment of examination costs by up to
one year from the date of examination. The system is to be discontinued because of a decrease in 2011 of the
cost of examination, an expansion of the scope of reduction and exemption under the 2011 revisions to the

patent law etc.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service HFrOY—EX@EN

IR Management Consulting
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I We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Clickghere for details

international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of
intellectual property, and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS: DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN
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OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS: MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS: WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN
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