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Hikone City in Favor of Mutual Settlement in 'Hikonyan' Lawsuit
VDT AR, ERTAMBRDOER

Hikone City is currently seeking damages from parties including the original creator of its mascot 'Hikonyan,'
claiming that the sale and production of goods featuring a similar character violates its copyright and trademark
rights. On July 27, 2012, the mayor of Hikone, Koyo Shishiyama, announced at a regularly-scheduled news

meeting that Hikone City was considering pursuing a mutual settlement in the case.

The city filed a lawsuit at the Osaka district court seeking 28.7 million yen in damages from the original creator
of 'Hikonyan' and four companies producing or selling goods featuring a similar character. On July 19, as part

of preparatory proceedings, the court raised the suggestion of a mutual settlement.
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With Trademark Case Settled, New Model of iPad Goes on Sale in China
thE THH A iPad R 5. EIZIERFIOFIAET

On July 20, 2012, Apple (U.S.) began selling the latest model of its iPad tablet computer in mainland China.

The newest iPad has been on sale elsewhere including America, Japan and Hong Kong since March 2012, but
due to a court case in China brought against Apple by Proview Technology over the iPad trademark, Apple had
been unable to sell the iPad in China. As the case entered July, Apple paid Proview 60 million dollars to reach a

settlement, and after a delay of approximately four months was able to commence sales of the iPad in China.

China accounts for 20% of Apple's global sales, and is its second largest market after the United States.

KET T NAT20129-7TH20 B FEA L THH T Ly MR [1Pad (74 /3yR) | OBHHEFEDIRTEZ4H 72,
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Priority Registration of Japanese Prefectural Domain Names Begins
[EERFREBEIPFANOZ IDEBEEFRBEFEZ(FERE—F

On July 16, 2012, Japan Registry Services Co., Ltd. (JPRS) began accepting applications for priority
registration of the new Japanese prefectural domain names. This process took place prior to standard

registration, and covers domain names that correspond to registered trademarks.

Japanese prefectural domain names exist for each prefecture in Japan, and are in the format "***.osaka.jp,"

allowing registrants to include a prefecture in their web address.

The priority registration took place between July 16 and August 19, 2012 and was aimed at rights holders of
registered trademarks. Registrations were accepted for domains that matched registered trademarks. One
application for a single string of characters was accepted for each trademark, and where several trademarks

claimed the same string of characters, the successful applicant will be selected by lottery.
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From September 17 to October 21, 2012, 'simultaneous registration' will take place. Any individuals or
organizations legally resident in Japan will be able to apply to register a domain, and during this period any
applications will be regarded as having been made simultaneously. Therefore any applications for the same

string of characters made during this period will have the successful applicant selected by lottery.
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Millionth Invention Patent Registered in China
RE. SRR DS FEFHA1005 12

On July 16, 2012, the Chinese State Intellectual Property Office (SIPO) issued its millionth certificate for a
patented invention in China. The millionth patent is an invention that uses 3-D technology to help agricultural

researchers analyze and assist crop growth.

By the end of June, 2012, the total number of patent applications received by the SIPO stood at 3,114,000, and
the total number of registered invention patents had reached 1,000,000. The first invention patent was
registered in China in 1985, and it has taken only 27 years for China to reach one million registered patents,

making it the fastest country in the world to reach this figure.
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Acceptance Period for Public Comments Ends for JPO's "Draft Ordnance
for Partial Revision of Law Enforcement Regulations Regarding Patent
Law and of International Applications etc. Based on PCT"

INT ) PAAVNZAERT — BT TR O ENICEIKEBREEFICET S
EEBTRARVEFERITRINO—MERET SERE]

The acceptance period for public comments regarding the "Draft Ordnance for Partial Revision of Law
Enforcement Regulations Regarding Patent Law and of International Applications etc. Based on PCT" ended on

August 21, 2012.

This draft ordnance is first of all aimed at making Japanese law conform with parts of PCT regulations that are
currently not applied in Japan, based on the interim measure (PCT regulation 20.8(a)(b)). Secondly, it aims to
bring the format of application documents for international applications in line with what is stipulated in the

PCT operational regulations.

1. Outline of Revisions to Law Enforcement Regulations Regarding International Applications etc. Based on
PCT

(D Conformity of supplemental references in specifications, etc. (PCT regulations 20.3 (a)(ii), (b)(ii), 20.6)
Regulations regarding: JPO instructions to supplement references of specification or scope of claims;
applicants' reference and supplement rights, etc.; acknowledgement and notification of international application
date.

2 Conformity of supplements to lacking sections (PCT regulations 20.5 (a)(ii), (d), 20.6)

Regulations regarding: JPO instructions to supplement references of lacking sections (part of specification or
scope of claims; part or whole of drawings); obligation of explanation etc. when applicant supplements
references; acknowledgement or correction of international application date and notification thereof.

3 Revision of requirements regarding application format for international applications, according to changes

made to items recorded in "Box No. VI Priority Claim."

2. Outline of Revisions to Law Enforcement Regulations Regarding Patent Law
Revision of requirements regarding the right of applicants to request omission of supplements to lacking
sections, etc. in international applications in order to prevent postponement of the international application date,

via acknowledgement by designated authorities.
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Introduction to Our Firm s Service YHFRDOY—E XN
J'. L . _'J . ‘J . . .
Design Patent Support Station
BEXE=
We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a
long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to
international patent firms.
REODERTHE >E/vn\vé,. BRSHFEBRESTROEADZEFEDE 2 i
I HOBLY—EXERUHLET.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com
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OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com
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2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO,
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-6121,
JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

TELEPHONE: N TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number) ‘i:l\ +81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)
FACSIMILE: \,H FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number) ﬁ +81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)
TOKYO HEAD OFFICE N HIROSHIMA OFFICE
ADDRESS: ADDRESS:
WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F
2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
HIROSHIMA 730-0032, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm@harakenzo.com

(¥ updated on June 2012)
WEBSITE:

http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)
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