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Reduction of Patent Examination Time for Research and Development
by Foreign Enterprises in Japan
NEEEDBATOMERSKE. FEHEEEZRBEA

The Japanese government is to reduce the patent examination period for technology developed in Japan by
foreign enterprises. Usually, it takes almost two years from the date of submitting a request for examination to
the JPO until the results of examination are communicated to the applicant. However, in future this length of
time will be cut to two months. Along with other attractive measures such as a reduction in corporate tax, it is

hoped that much faster patent examination will boost foreign enterprises’ willingness to invest in Japan.

Usually, patent applications are examined in order based on the date examination was requested. However, if
applications meet certain criteria they are eligible for accelerated examination. Until now those applications
eligible were those for inventions that had also had applications filed abroad, or inventions for reducing CO2
emissions or conserving energy, etc. Now however, technologies invented by foreign enterprises through

research and development based in Japan will also be eligible for accelerated examination.
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Korean and Japanese Patent Offices Strengthen Cooperation in
Examinations and Trials
BECBADORT HHFEEOLCEHITH &L

At a meeting of the directors of the Korean and Japanese Patent Offices, it was agreed that the two countries,
which have similar industrial and patent systems, would continue with collaborative research into patent

examinations and trials and strive to create an international patent system centered on Asia.

During the meeting, the patent offices of the two countries also decided to increase the number of technical
fields made available for prior art searches regarding shared patent applications from two per year, as it has
been since 2000, to four per year. In addition, collaborative research will take place into the results of the Patent
Prosecution Highway (PPH) that has been running since 2007, the findings of which will be presented as next

year’s scheduled international meeting.
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Japan Patent Office Begins Development of Automated Translation
System for Chinese Documents
BARYFT. PEXEZ BEIRT SV ATLRAFKEICEF

Due to the sharp increase in Chinese patent application cases received by Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade
and Industry (METI) and the JPO, development has begun on a system to automatically translate patent
literature from Chinese to Japanese. In 2011 China had the highest number of patent application cases in the
world, and in 2015 is expected to receive 750,000 applications - double the number Japan did in 2011.
Therefore, the issue of handling Chinese patent literature in cases of companies’ applications for new
technology patents or patent examination is being raised amongst all the major powers, with the hope of finding

a solution to increase the speed of handling said literature.

Among translation measures for Chinese documents, in December 2012 the EPO, together with the Chinese
SIPO, began to offer a free service to automatically translate Chinese and English patent literature via the
EPO’s machine translation system. As a result, the EPO’s global database of searchable patents grew by

approximately 4 million Chinese patents.
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Panasonic Speeds Up Sale and Provision of Patents
INTFIZV) HFEFOFEH - {5 Z0E

Panasonic is progressing with a scheme to actively sell and license its patents and other intellectual property to
other companies. The Panasonic group holds approximately 140,000 patents, and earns around 15 billion yen a
year through licensing of patents related to DVD standards, etc. Panasonic is looking to expand the range of
patents it licenses, as well as making use of its utility models and designs and selling off patents it does not

require.
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JPO Publishes Point-by-Point Explanation of Industrial Property Law
(19t edition)
HETIT. TEAMAEEERSEGR(F 19z AR

On January 9, 2013, the Japan Patent Office published the 19" edition of its point-by-point explanation of the
Industrial Property Law on its homepage. Parts of the law revised in 2011 have been added to the explanation.
It can be found on the JPO homepage at the address below (Japanese only):
http://www.jpo.go.jp/shiryou/hourei/kakokai/cikujyoukaisetu.htm

FFRFITIZ, 20134511 9 RIS, TEEFTA MR AR MR (5 L O] Z 3R T 7R — L — AR LIz, 201 AR 57
ZIBIMLTZL D THD, [RfiEGLIE T e b CE5 (HAFED A,
http://www.jpo.go.jp/shiryou/hourei/kakokai/cikujyoukaisetu.htm

Introduction to OQur Firln's Service LrRD T —E ZBN

Researeh/Analysis/Patent Map
HE » DT 2 NFY Ry T
We offer high-quality service, combining research know-how cultivated

in long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to
international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,

and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com
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iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO,
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-6121,
JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
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