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JPO Begins Integrated Examinations Corresponding to Business
Strategy
5T BEXREBEBXINEREOHEETZRHIR

The JPO has announced that from April 2013, it has begun “Integrated Examinations Corresponding to

Business Strategy.” Under this system, in order to assist with the acquisition of comprehensive intellectual

property rights, multiple types of IP — Designs, Trademarks and Patents (including patents linked to national

and international business) — can have examinations conducted and rights assigned timed according to a

business’ schedule for expansion.

This examination system takes into consideration the globalization and diversification of business. By taking

advantage of integrated examinations, enterprises that are expanding will be able to build and utilize a network

of Intellectual Property necessary to conduct their business.

A brief outline of the Integrated Examinations Corresponding to Business Strategy is below.
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(1)The Integrated Examinations cover multiple patents related to technologies that go to make up new
enterprises or new goods or services related to enterprises that are aiming to expand internationally, etc.

(2)Even if the time of application, the time of requesting examination, or the section or group responsible for
carrying out the examination differ between applications, all specified applications will be examined and
rights will be granted together at a time chosen by the applicant.

(3)By providing the examining officer with an explanation of their enterprise, the applicants can ensure that the
examining officer carries out the examination aware of the general outline of their enterprise and with an

accurate understanding of the role of each invention etc. within that enterprise.
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WIPO Publishes International Patent Application Numbers for 2012
WIPO 20125 DEIFRHFEHHZF K

On March 19, 2013, the World Intellectual Property Office (WIPO) published its international patent
application rankings for 2012.

According to the published figures, in 2012 approximately 194,400 international patent applications were made.
This is an increase of 6.6% over the previous year, and the highest number of patent applications for any year
on record. Broken down by country, the United States made the most applications, followed by Japan. Together
the U.S. and Japan accounted for 48.8% of international applications. In third position was Germany, followed
by China in fourth position. Broken down by company, Chinese firm ZTE was the top applicant for the second

year running, followed by Panasonic in second position and Sharp in third.

In addition, the figures for international trademark applications show that 44,000 applications were made in
2012, an increase of 4.1% over 2011. Germany made the most trademark applications, followed by the United
States and France in second and third position respectively. These three nations accounted for 36.5% of all
international trademark applications. Broken down by company, Swiss firm Novartis made the most trademark

applications, followed by Germany firm Boehringer in second position and French firm Loreal in third.
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New TV Conference System for Conducting Interviews
FLOWTLESREBIATLZRAVL-@EE

On April 1, 2013, the JPO ceased operating its ISDN-based TV conference system and began using a new

internet-based TV conference system.

Using this system, applicants etc. are able to take part in interview examinations and can communicate with the
examining officer using their personal computers. Up to ten different computers may take part in a single
interview examination interview simultaneously, and participants can share materials by uploading them via a
website to an electronic whiteboard. In addition, applying for and taking part in a video interview is free of

charge.
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Reduced Risk of Litigation over Employees’ Inventions
B REAICEY SRR RV DEER

On April 12, 2013, the government’s taskforce for considering measures to protect and make use of I[P

announced a draft 10-year plan for IP strategy, entitled ‘Vision for Government Intellectual Property Measures.’

According to the taskforce’s announcement, in order to reduce the risk of corporations being filed with lawsuits
seeking high amounts of compensation for employee inventions, the current system will be revised. Currently,
determining the value of employee inventions is entrusted to agreement between the corporation in question

and its employees.

In May the government will open its IP Strategy Headquarters, and the Vision for Government Intellectual

Property Measures’ will be officially finalized.
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JPO Expands it Jurisdiction Regarding International Searches and
International Preliminary Examinations
BARERFHFTICEAPCTEREEOERRE -ERF REEZEDEEILKIZONT

The JPO plans to expand its countries of jurisdiction in order to provide international search reports and
preliminary examination reports for PCT applications made with newly emerging nations, etc. as the receiving

office.

Increasingly, Japanese enterprises that are expanding their research and development centers overseas expect to
be able to acquire the rights in said countries to new inventions developed there. Aware of this trend amongst
Japanese enterprises, the JPO concluded that an environment must be established to carefully protect such
inventions, and as part of the process of creating such an environment, it is planning to expand the scope of its

jurisdiction.

Recently, it has become possible for the JPO to provide international search reports and preliminary
examination reports for PCT applications received after April 1, 2013 by the Intellectual Property Corporation
of Malaysia. In addition, from June 1, 2013, the same will be possible for cases received at the Indonesian

Directorate General of Intellectual Property Rights.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service LFrDY —E RBAH

Import-Export Suspension Supporst Station |
A B RS

‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Clickghere foradetails

international patent firms.

REDERTH /N, ERBHFERFRESTROENZEFSDOET BT B 5N
BEOBWY—EXZREHLET, =

6 o) HARAKENZO


http://www.intellelution.com/en/im_ex/
http://www.intellelution.com/jpn/im_ex/

HARAKENZO Aleiiis e oy 20

HARAKENZO 1o

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM

HARAKENZO I.P.kenzo

NWoimivvinyd LAWYERS
P NIND VNG  Intellelution

Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE OSAKA 2nd OFFICE
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ADDRESS: ADDRESS:
WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F NOMURA REAL ESTATE
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MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-6121, 2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
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