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Revision of Patent Examination Standards
N EERAEWET

On June 26, 2013, the JPO announced that the examination standards regarding requirements for unity of

invention and amendments changing the special technical features of an invention are to be revised.

Compared to the old examination standards, the new revised standards expand the scope for inventions to be
subject to examinations in the event that they do not meet the requirements for unity of invention, and relax the

criteria for so-called “shift amendments.”

The JPO published its proposed amendments to the examination standards on March 6, 2013, and invited
opinions on the proposed changes. Along with the announcement of the final revision, the JPO has also

published thirteen of the collected opinions and responses (four from groups and nine from individuals).

The revised examination standards for requirements for unity of invention apply to applications made from
January 1, 2004 onwards, and the revised examination standards for amendments changing the special technical
features of an invention apply to applications made from April 1, 2007 onwards. In both cases, the revised

standards will be used in any examination that takes place from July 1, 2013 onwards.
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; Our leoshlma Office’ s Facebook page provides useful services for
* Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,

~ with constant IP information updates. Please find us on Facebook.
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https://www.facebook.com/HARAKENZO.Hiroshima
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Move toward Revision of Employee Inventions System
BBEEATEORELICRIT-E8E

On June 26, 2013, the JPO published its “Research Report into Employee Inventions in Japan and Other
Countries,” which examines and analyzes employee inventions in several countries. In Japan, while enterprises
act as sources of innovation, the current employee inventions system returns rights to the inventors instead of
enterprises. The report indicates that this system poses a business risk for enterprises engaging in global

operations.

In addition, on July 3, 2013, the JPO announced that it would hold a meeting of a research committee to
examine the employee inventions system, so that an investigation into the actuality of reviewing the employee
inventions system etc. could be carried out. Arguments from representatives from the industrial and labor

worlds and academic experts will be heard at the meeting.
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Japan Science and Technology Agency Announces “Support for
Increasing the Value of University Patents” as Yearly Topic
HMERMREEE. SEEOI KRZHFMER L XIEIORIRBEEZFHEK

The Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST) announced on June 18, 2013 that from a total of 306

suggestions, it had chosen “Support for Increasing the Value of University Patents” as its 65% yearly topic.

“Support for Increasing the Value of University Patents” is a support system that aims to improve the value of
basic patents held by universities. To this end, financial support of up to 3 million yen is offered for trial
research necessary for data-added trials or production of trial products. Financial support of up to 500,000 yen

is offered for investigative works necessary for facilitating transfers of patented technologies to enterprises.

In addition, JST also announced “The Intellectual Property Strategy Committee Opinion: Looking Back at Over
Ten Years of University IP-related Policies and Considering Future Development” on July 5, 2013. In this
publication, the committee suggests four future roles for University IP: (1) carrying out extensive investigation
into prior art; (2) furthering connections with small and medium-sized companies and ventures; (3) a way to
improve opportunities for technology transfer; and (4) improving education and training in IP for students and

researchers.
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2013 World Technological Innovation Rankings
HEOEMEHFHZF252013

On July 1, 2013, the World Intellectual Property Office (WIPO) published a report on the level of technological
innovation in 142 countries and regions worldwide. This report includes ranking tables for technological
innovation. The rankings are decided based on over eighty factors such as investment in research and

development, number of patent applications made and number of science and technology theses published.

As in 2012, in the 2013 report Switzerland is ranked first and Sweden second. In third place is the United
Kingdom, followed by the Netherlands in fourth and the United States in fifth.

Amongst Asian countries and regions, Hong Kong holds the highest position at seventh overall. It is followed
by Singapore at eighth, and Korea at eighteenth, while Japan is at twenty-second, a rise of three places from last

year.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service

Computer Program) &@gjbtwaztd@m S J) @;t* Station)
Ay E2=27 YT LERZEE

| We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Clickhere for.details
international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,

and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO,
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-6121,
JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

TELEPHONE: TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number) +81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)
FACSIMILE: FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number) +81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)
TOKYO HEAD OFFICE HIROSHIMA OFFICE
ADDRESS: ADDRESS:
WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F
2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
HIROSHIMA 730-0032, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm@harakenzo.com

(¥ updated on June 2012)
WEBSITE:

http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)
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