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Agency for Cultu

ral Affairs to Establish Digital Publishing Rights
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On July 29, 2013, the publishing subcommittee set up by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, which is deliberating
issues such as promoting the spread of e-books and countermeasures against piracy, held a meeting at which it
consolidated a policy for establishing digital publishing rights.

Under the current law, even if pi
right to take legal action; rather,

rate copies of works are distributed via the internet, publishers do not have the
the author or copyright holder must personally file alawsuit. However, if the

aforementioned digital publishing rights are established, if a pirate copy of an e-book appears, the publisher

would be able to request a court

injunction in place of the author.

The publishing subcommittee will now proceed with further consideration of the issue, while collecting

opinions from the general public. A draft amendment to the copyright law is expected to be brought before an

ordinary session of the Diet next year at the earliest.
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Iwate Prefecture Lodges Opposition to Chinese ‘lwate’ Trademark
EFE PEEEIEFICERBPIL

On July 30, 2013, Iwate Prefecture (in northeast Japan) announced that it had filed with the Chinese Trademark
Office of the State Administration an opposition against the trademark application ‘ Iwate,” which has been filed
by a private enterprise in Shanghai.

The trademark in question covers many types of services, including lodgings, cafes and retirement homes. If
registered, enterprises etc. based in Iwate Prefecture might be adversely affected when moving into the Chinese
market.

The trademark ‘ Iwate’ was previously applied for by an individual of Hong Kong, in the category of marine
products. However due to opposition filed by Iwate Prefecture, the Chinese Trademark Office of the State
Administration dismissed the application as ‘ Iwate’ was already known as the name of alocal government.
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International Patent Litigation by Korean Enterprises rises to 131% of
Previous Year
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According to the Korean Intellectual Property Office and the Korea Intellectual Property Protection Association,

etc., in thefirst half of 2013 (January to June), there were 210 patent litigation cases between Korean and
foreign enterprises. Thisfigureis 131% of that of the same period in 2012.

Broken down by technical field, most litigation cases were in the field of telecommunications (91 cases; 43.3%
of total). Thisisfollowed by electrical machinery and electronics (73 cases; 34.8% of total). As such,
telecommunications and electrical machinery and electronics account for around 78% of international patent
litigation cases. Further, broken down by country, most litigation was conducted against U.S. enterprises.
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Toyo Tires Files Request for Import Suspension with ITC
RiFTdL RITCICEAZLREZTRE

On August 14, 2013, it was announced that the U.S. company Toyo Tire Holdings of America, part of Toyo
Tire and Rubber Co., Ltd., had filed arequest with the United States International Trade Commission (ITC)
seeking to ban manufacture, import and sale of imitation Toyo Tire products by 22 companies.

The products in question are replacement tires that infringe upon the design patents for tire treads and side
shoulders held by Toyo Tires. According to a statement by Toyo Tire and Rubber Co., Ltd., eight of its
intellectual property rights have been infringed. The imitation products are thought to have been produced in
Chinaand Thailand.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service - HFROY—ERX&EBN

Domain NJ@.'.WJ@J R&e_sgﬂst;uatf]@mj Suppert Station
WX Ay ERZEE

‘ We offer high-quality service, combmlng know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click;here for.details
international patent firms.
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Please contact usif you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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