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Announcement of a Change in Our Firm’s Japanese Name

BKET A AREAL AR D TR

We would like to announce that from January 1, 2014, our firm’s Japanese name will change from
“RRRFEBIEN Rk = EBRRRFEGET to
“HFHrEFEAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK.

Our firm’s English name will remain “HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK.” There will be no
change to the addresses of our Osaka Head Office, Tokyo Head Office or Hiroshima Office, and our telephone

and fax numbers, email addresses and website URL will remain the same.

HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK was founded in 1976, with “maximize our clients’
satisfaction and benefit” as one of our basic philosophies. Since then, our firm has continued to strive to
provide ever more extensive and considerate support for our clients’ Intellectual Property-related activities.
Thanks to our clients’ continued support, we have steadily grown and developed into an “international and

comprehensive Intellectual Property firm”, with offices in three key locations in Japan (Osaka, Tokyo and
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Hiroshima) and employing around 250 staff in total. This development is entirely thanks to the patronage of our

clients and we would like to express our deepest gratitude for their continued custom.

On the occasion of our firm’s Japanese name change, we would like to take the opportunity to thank each of our
clients for their continued kindness and valuable feedback, and reiterate our commitment to providing an ever-

improving Intellectual Property service that fully satisfies every one of our valued clients.
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Trademark protection becomes available for software start-up sounds, etc.

P CY 7 MEBITENFIEDORENRIC

On September 11, 2013, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry presented a report recognizing
distinctive sounds and images and shapeless colors as used by enterprises in their products and TV commercials,
etc. as eligible for trademark protection. Due to an amendment to the law, under the current schedule it will be

possible to register such trademarks from the latter half of 2014.

In the U.S. and Europe it is already possible to register sounds and shapeless colors as trademarks. As a result,
it is likely that the Trans-Pacific Strategic Economic Partnership (TPP) led by the U.S. will recognize the same
rules in its IP negotiations. Therefore, the Japanese government is acting swiftly to introduce these rules in
Japan. In Japan, it is expected that companies will register sounds that are played when video games and

electric vehicles, etc. are started.
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Consideration of Employee Inventions System: Assigning Rights to Enterprises Instead of Employees

W5 S A EE DR, EEE D> bAEZEIT

A cabinet meeting has been decided where an approach to considering the possibility of revising the current
system governing inventions by researchers etc. made while working for enterprises, so that patent rights revert
to the enterprise rather than the employee(s). Such a change will be intended to make it easier for enterprises to

invest in research and development in Japan and prevent companies going overseas to carry out such work.

The basic approach will be to clarify in the stipulations for employee inventions that “patent rights will either

revert to the corporate body or will be governed by a contract between the user(s) and the employee(s).”

However, if the influence of corporations becomes very strong, there is a chance that researchers will be
concerned that compensation for inventions will be minimized, and that they will move to work overseas. For
this reason, the Japan Patent Office is basing its consideration of the issue on prior examples from other

countries.
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New Zealand General Assembly Passes Bill Preventing Software Patenting
=a—=V=7 Y, Y7 YT DN 5 2 2 kA
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The New Zealand General Assembly has approved a bill that prevents patents being granted to software. As a

result, no new software patents will be approved.

Under the TRIPS agreement on Intellectual Property rights, regardless of the technical field, all kinds of
inventions are deemed to be eligible for patenting. However, according to the terms of this new bill, computer

software does not qualify as an invention.

Despite this, a computer program that constitutes a procedure accompanying a patentable invention will also be

patentable.
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Introduction to Our Firm' s Service LAY —EXBN

Rlant Registration Suppost Statiomn
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‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Clickghere for details

international patent firms.
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TPP Negotiations to Create IP Protection Rules Run Into Trouble
T T PZRR¥ THIKIM EEMEIRED/L— /AR Y D38

Five members of the 12-nation group participating in negotiations on the Trans-Pacific Strategic Economic
Partnership (TPP), including the U.S. and Australia, maintain copyright on authored works such as novels and
music for seventy years after the death of the author. Conversely, in the majority of the other countries engaged
in negotiation such as Japan, Vietnam, etc., the protection period is only 50 years after the death of the author.

The U.S. is urging the other participating nations to extend their period of copyright protection to 70 years.

In addition, the U.S., which is home to some of the world’s leading pharmaceutical companies, is suggesting an
extension of the period of exclusive market use of new drugs by the enterprises that developed them. On the
other hand, emerging nations such as Malaysia oppose this, as they believe it will prevent the spread of cheap

generic medicines.
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Announcement of a change in our firm's Japanese name
W& H ARBAROER TEDRH OHE
BOL EHEEEA RS ERFFEBI 3, RB2014F1II A2 bHE LT, SHEFO R ARHAHE,
M%E5 %72 A HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK ]
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From January 1, 2014, we will change our firm’s Japanese name from"$F#F #5515 AN Bk ZEERFEHAT to
"HEEFE %A AN HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK "

Our firm’s English name will remain

"HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK",

and there will be no change in our addresses, phone and fax numbers, email addresses or website URL.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,

and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO,
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-6121,
JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

TELEPHONE: TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number) +81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)
FACSIMILE: FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number) +81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)
TOKYO HEAD OFFICE HIROSHIMA OFFICE
ADDRESS: ADDRESS:
WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F
2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
HIROSHIMA 730-0032, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm@harakenzo.com

(¥ updated on June 2012)
WEBSITE:

http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)

7 o) HARAKENZO

JAPAN



http://www.harakenzo.com/en/law/

