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Expansion of countries covered by PPH
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An agreement was reached on September 1, 2014 to trial a Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) between the JPO
and the Colombia Industrial Property Office. Also, on October 1, 2014, an agreement was reached to trial a
PPH between the JPO and the Malaysia Patent Office.

Colombia is the first country in South America with which the JPO has established a PPH. Lateness of
examinations is a concern in several countries in South America, and in future it is expected that the PPH
system will be expanded to cover more countries in the region.

Of the nations of ASEAN, Malaysia is the fifth country with which the JPO has established a PPH, after
Singapore, the Philippines, Indonesia and Thailand.
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Locarno Agreement Establishing an International Classification for
Industrial Designs Comes into Effect in Japan
[BEEQERSEEXEDHHSOAL/HEIBARTHE

On September 24, 2014, the Locarno Agreement Establishing an International Classification for Industrial
Designs came into effect in Japan.

The Locarno Agreement establishes international design classifications as well as procedures for amending and
adding to said classifications, etc. As of September 2014, 54 countries are participating in the Locarno
Agreement, and each participating country is obliged to indicate the international design classification on its
publications of designs, etc. The international design classification system is made up of 32 categories and 219
subcategories, and includes around 7,000 classifications of articles. Compared to the Japanese design
classification system (13 groups, 77 maor categories, 3,196 minor categories), there are fewer categories and
the categorization system is less refined.

Previously, Japanese enterprises have often had the opportunity to carry out searches of design publications at a
national level using the Japanese design classification system. However, in recent years with the globalization
of the international product market, increasingly opportunities have arisen for carrying out searches of foreign
design publications using the international design classification system. This has led to more voices calling for
the greater subdivision of the international system. In response to this and other factors, with the understanding
that increasing the usability of the international design classification system is extremely important, Japan has
entered the accord in order to have its opinions included in the recent revisions to the system.
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Nobel Prize for Physics Awarded to Mr. Shuji Nakamura Known for His

Role in Debate Over Compensation for Employee Inventions
BBRBAOMEZ K> THEO-CETHAGHMEZRA/—NIVYEZFEZE

Mr. Shuji Nakamura, inventor of the blue LED, has been awarded the Nobel Prize for physics. The blue LED is
a revolutionary invention that has enabled energy-saving and which is kind to the environment. It has greatly
changed peopl€e's everyday lives and has opened the way for the creation of new industries.

The Japanese Prime Minister commented on the award, expressing his respect for the achievements of the three
recipients, including Mr. Nakamura. He also stated that the receipt of the Nobel Prize reaffirmed, both in Japan
and abroad, that Japan’s high standard of academic research and its talented people are its greatest assets, of
which it can be proud before the world.

The blue LED is also well-known for being at the center of a court case regarding appropriate compensation for
employee inventions. The case concluded with a settlement, but the initial trial at the Tokyo District Court was
discussed greatly, as the court found that the level of appropriate compensation was 60.4 billion yen.
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Easing of Requirements for Consolidated Examinations for Business
Strategy Handling
EXREBXICEEOEEDEHEM

On October 1, 2014, The Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) announced a revised version of its
‘Guidelines Regarding Consolidated Examinations for Business Strategy Handling.’

Consolidated examinations for business strategy handling have been available since April 2013, and are a
method by which the examinations and granting of rights for severa intellectual properties necessary for
business can be timed to occur together and thereby coincide with business development. According to METI,
during a trial conducted since April 2012, 49 applications were made, and over 600 patent applications etc.
were subject to consolidated examinations.

Until now, consolidated examinations could only be requested for collections of applications made by the same
applicant, meaning that group companies and affiliated companies etc. controlling groups of applications that
include different applicants could not use the system. This revision to the guidelines allows a different applicant
may request a single consolidated examination for a group of applications made up of patents etc. that is
contained in a single business. Other revisions have been made which make it easier for users to make use of
the system, such as allowing the addition or substitution of cases subject to a consolidated examination during a
fixed period.
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Please contact usif you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column isto provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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