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On February 13, 2015, Japan submitted its signature of the Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement Concerning the
International Registration of Industrial Designs to the Director General of the World Intellectual Property
Office. Said Act came into effect in Japan on May 13, 2015. Parts of the 2014 revisions to the patent law, etc.
were related to the international design registration system, and from May 13 onwards, it is possible to receive

protection under said system in Japan.

The international design registration system allows for designs to be recorded in an international registry by

carrying out a single international registration procedure. When recorded in the registry, the design can receive

protection in multiple designated signatory countries at once. The holder of the international registration can

secure protection for the design in each of the countries designated at the time of international filing, so long as

the responsible office in a country does not issue a notice of refusal within a certain period from the date of the

international publication.
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Further, as the parts of the 2014 revisions to the patent law, etc. concerned with the international design
registration system come into effect, an item on international design registration applications was added to the
design examination guidelines. The revised examination guidelines will apply to examinations conducted from
May 13, 2015 onwards.

Under the international design registration system, it is possible to acquire rights in multiple countries with a
single procedure, offering a new strategic method for enterprises, etc. expanding their design strategy by
acquiring rights overseas. Also, for enterprises etc. in other countries, Japan’s signature of the Geneva Act will
simplify the procedure required for acquiring design rights in Japan.

Information of other merits as well as demerits of the system can be found from the below. We hope that it will
be of assistance when making use of the international registration system.

| Details are here|
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Patent Application and Examination Information from JPO, EPO, KIPO
and SIPO made collectively available from April 15, 2015
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From April 15, 2015, the JPO began providing the collected patent application and examination information of
four patent offices — the Japan Patent Office, the European Patent Office, the Korea Intellectual Property Office
and the Chinese State Intellectual Property Office. With the addition of the USPTO scheduled for June 2015,
information from atotal of five patent offices will be provided.

By making this information available, general users will be able to acquire information on patent applications
and examinations from five countriesregions at once. Further, 80% of the world’s patent applications
(comprising 2,078,000 of 2,568,000 applicationsin 2013) are submitted to these five patent offices.
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‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click here for details

international patent firms.
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JPO Publishes Figures for ‘New Type’ Trademark Cases Received, etc.
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On April 14, 2015, the JPO published data on applications received regarding ‘new type’ trademarks (for audio
and color, etc.) between April 1, 2015, when the ‘new type’ trademark system was introduced, and April 10,
2015.

As of April 10, applications received for ‘new type’ trademarks totaled 515 cases, with 166 audio applications,
203 color applications, 106 location applications, 37 movement applications and 3 hologram applications.

Further, these kinds of trademark applications have been possible in the USA and Europe for many years. The
total numbers of applications for these kinds of trademarks in the USA (between 1947 and February 9, 2012)
were 257 audio applications, 860 color applications, 59 movement applications and 57 hologram applications.
In Europe the total numbers of applications (between 1996 and February 2012) were 165 audio, 868 color, and
10 hologram. From these figures, it is possible to see the strength of interest in ‘new type’ trademarks and the
liveliness of brand strategies in Japan.
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International Patent Applications in 2014
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On March 19, 2015, the World Intellectual Property Office (WIPO) published data on international patent
applications based on the PCT made in 2014. The total number of applications was around 215,000, a 4.5%
increase on the previous year.

The top five countries are the same as the previous year, and are shown in the table below. However, while
China maintains third position in the table, it had a significant increase in applications of 19%.

Position (2013 position) Country No. of Applications
1(1) USA 61,492
2(2) Japan 42,459
3(3) China 25,539
4 (4) Germany 18,008
5(5) Korea 13,151

In addition, the sixth to tenth positions are held by France, the UK, the Netherlands, Switzerland and Sweden
respectively.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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