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Protection for employee’s rights regarding invention patents —
guidelines for revised patent law and terms of employer retention

RARF CTHEDEFIRE WERTEEHE. SHERAFISEH

On September 14, 2015, the Japan Patent Office settled on a set of draft guidelines regarding revisions to the
patent law under which the rights to obtain a patent for inventions made by employees will revert to the
employers such as companies, rather than the employees themselves. The terms for employer retention aim to
continue to protect the rights of employees after the revision to the patent law. A central pillar of the terms for

employer retention is that when establishing incentives for inventions under employment regulations, etc., the
employer must consult with labor unions or listen to the opinions of the employees. It is expected that as
procedures carried out on the part of enterprises will also become more clear-cut, the risk of legal action being

taken by employees will be reduced.

1 netef@) HARAKENZO


http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com/en/
http://www.harakenzo.com/

HARAKENZO

2N NI SIS
%58 HARAKENZO

JAPAN

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM

FFRFTIZ20164E9 H 14 A, BHs LRI ST Redr 2 52 T D HERI D IR B IR 2 WEE B b 2HF O I ~ &
B DYAERFHEC D 2R 2 E O 7, BT 2 A2 s ERAIE TRIET DB, TrBHE &
DEFLMEEN D DE RN ARM LT EEMELR-oTERY , WER S FEHZ FH T /R DR
ERETDOZENHNTO D, EEMICLE > THFRE LMY BN D OERFO Y A7 PR 5
ZEBHIRF SN D,

JPO Assists Intellectual Property Office of Singapore in Improving
Examination Ability
BAREHT. D UoAR— LT ETOEERER DR LZXE

On August 25, 2015 the JPO announced that it had conducted talks with the Intellectual Property Office of
Singapore (IPOS), and the two offices had agreed to begin public-private cooperative program to improve
examination ability.

Said program is a collaboration between the JPO and Japanese users, and will assist with improving the
examination ability of IPOS as an International Searching Authority and an International Preliminary
Examining Authority. As progress is made in building an environment for IP protection in Singapore, the
success of that effort will have an influence on other ASEAN nations, and thus contribute to the smooth
expansion of Japanese enterprises overseas.

The ASEAN nations are regarded as a promising area for the expansion of Japanese enterprises in the future,
and the JPO is providing support for the establishment and strengthening of intellectual property systems in
ASEAN nations, with a view to developing an investment climate in which Japanese enterprises can smoothly
expand their overseas business. The JPO has previously cooperated with IPOS regarding patent examinations
by dispatching Japanese examiners to |POS and expanding its competent international searching authorities and
international preliminary examining authorities to include 1POS, etc.
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Introduction to Our Firm s Service LFrDY —E XBAN

Patent Support Station)
Tt S IR =

| We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click here for details

international patent firms.
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Advance Inspection of Symbol for Iseshima Summit Prefectural
Residents’ Conference
FEEEYIVFRREZBDI UHRILI—VIT DOV TOERIRE

Prior to the publication of the proposed design for the symbol of the Iseshima Summit Prefectural Residents
Conference, Mie prefecture has decided to have an external patent law firm judge whether or not the symbol
might suffer from accusations of imitation, etc. In the wake of the row over the Tokyo Olympic emblem, Mie

prefecture is handling the matter with particular caution.

The Prefectural Resident’s Conference will be a public and government collaboration to support a summit of
world leaders that will be held in Ise city, Mie prefecture in May 2016. Its symbol is being handled by Mr.
Atsuya Kondo, a resident of Mie prefecture, who previously was involved with the design of the logo for the
2008 Hokkaido Toyako summit. Mr. Kondo is also part of the committee that will select alogo for the Iseshima

summit.

According to the Prefectura Summit Promotion Office, by the middle of September 2015, Mr. Kondo had
submitted three different design proposals, and a patent law firm will conduct searches for similar trademarks,
etc.
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Bill to Streamline Cabinet Affairs Passed
RNEEFE R LbERIL

On September 4, 2015, a bill to streamline the affairs of the Cabinet Secretariat and Cabinet Office was passed
following approval by a plenary session of the Upper House. Both sections of the bureaucracy are seen as
bloated and the streamlining bill aims to return them to their original role of functioning as ‘ control towers for
important policies. A major part of streamlining will be to transfer to other offices matters currently handled by
the Cabinet Office, such as consumer problems and policies to curb suicides. The hill is set to come into effect
inApril 2016.

As aresult, the work currently done by the Cabinet Secretariat’s | P Strategy Headquarters will be transferred to
the Cabinet Office. The office that will handle both the work currently done by the IP Strategy Headquarters
and other related matters will be designated a special agency under the Cabinet Office Establishment Law.
Further, the IP Strategy Headquarters will continue to exist as part of the Cabinet Secretariat. The IP Strategy
Headquarters was established to intensively and systematically promote the creation, protection and use of
intellectual property. The streamlining bill is expected to enable it to function to the full extent of its abilities.
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Please contact usif you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column isto provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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