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Elementary School Student in Aichi Prefecture Acquires Patent for Box

Separating Used Aluminum and Steel Cans
BB DINFEE TILIEHEERF—ILEZT R AT HEEED A FE D FEFIRS

An elementary school student in Aichi prefecture who used their free study time during the summer vacation to

develop a box for separating used cans into aluminum and steel varieties applied for a patent for their invention

on December 8, 2014. The patent was registered on August 14, 2015 (patent no. 5792881).

The box for separating used cans utilizes a magnet to automatically sort steel cans from aluminum ones. The

student came up with the idea for the invention after seeing their grandfather, who runs a supermarket,

separating aluminum and steel cans from the trash box next to a vending machine.

As it is very rare for an elementary school student to acquire a patent, this story has been a popular talking point

in Japan, and has also been featured on television programs.
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Status of Patent Oppositions
FEFEBOBRIITOIRRR

On October 30, 2015, the JPO published a report on the status of patent oppositions, which began in April this

year.

According to the JPO’s report, regarding the patents that were published directly after the patent opposition
system came into effect, the number of oppositions filed during the six-month opposition period increased to
over 100. Also, a breakdown of the IPC classifications of cases in which a patent opposition was filed show 41
cases in Section A (human necessities), 21 in Section B (performing operations; transporting), 26 in Section C
(chemistry; metallurgy), 4 in Section D (textiles; paper), 4 in Section E (fixed constructions), 3 in Section F
(mechanical engineering; lighting; heating; weapons; blasting), 8 in Section G (physics) and 12 in Section H

(electricity).

Further, due to a large number of formal errors in the patent opposition filing forms that have been received, the

JPO has also published a list of points to note when completing the opposition documents.
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First Decisions to Grant Registration Issued for ‘New Type’ Trademarks
FLO AT OEE-FIEEARYVDOEEEE

As of late October, 2015, seven months have passed since the JPO began accepting applications for ‘new type’
trademarks, and in that time over 1,000 applications have been filed. It is possible to see from this that there is a
high degree of interest from applicants who wish to use trademark rights in a wide variety of business strategies,

including brand strategy and protection.

On this occasion, the first decisions to grant a trademark registration have been issued regarding applications
for ‘new type’ trademarks. According to the JPO’s statistics, 43 applications have received decisions to grant
trademark registrations, with sound trademarks and movement trademarks comprising 85% of that number. On
the other hand, no decisions to grant trademark registrations have been issued regarding colors, although the
number of applications for colors exceeds the number of applications for sounds. Only a very small number of
applications for hologram trademarks have been made, and of these one application has received a decision to
grant a registration. From these results it is possible to surmise that the requirements for registration of a color

trademark are not easily fulfilled. The trend of outcomes in future examinations will be watched closely.
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JPO Publishes Regional Collective Trademark Registered Following

Expansion of System
BT =TI RSN - B FRERICK LB FMBAABRRZ LR

On October 23, 2015, the JPO announced that a regional collective trademark for “/NG B4 U —7 41 )L
(Shodoshima Olive Oil) was registered for an application filed by the NPO Shodoshima Olive Association.

Regional collective trademarks are intended to support and vitalize local economies by upholding
trustworthiness and thus strengthening competitiveness via appropriate protection for local brands. The system

was introduced in April 2006, and since then over 580 trademarks have been registered.

In May 2014 (last year), the revisions to the trademark law saw an expansion of the scope of entities that could
apply for regional collective trademarks, with chambers of commerce and Non-Profit Organizations becoming
eligible. The trademark registered on this occasion by Shodoshima Olive Association is the first regional

collective trademark to be registered by an NPO since the revisions of May 2014 made it possible.
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Heads of JPO and KIPO Convene, Agree to Further Strengthen

Japanese-Korean IP Cooperation
HEREEFTRESS. AEOMPDHHAZSSICRIETHIETER

On October 22, 2015, the 27" meeting of the heads of the JPO and the Korea Intellectual Property Office
(KIPO) was held.

Japan and Korea are each others’ third largest trading partner, and both countries place great importance on the
field of intellectual property, with the JPO having the third largest number of patent applications globally
(326,000) and the KIPO the fourth largest (211,000). With this kind of connection between the two countries,
meetings between the heads of the two patent offices began in 1983 and have taken place on an almost yearly
basis since. On October 22, the 27" such meeting was held in Seoul, Korea, and involved discussions of
cooperation in various areas including examinations, appeals, establishment of data infrastructure, etc. The

following points were agreed upon at the meeting.

(1 Cooperation in the field of patents
At the meeting, it was agreed to cooperate to provide greater statistical information from both
offices regarding Patent Prosecution Highways (PPH) and continue to hold meetings between
examiners, with the purpose of sharing knowledge from examiners of both offices on carrying out

examinations.

2 Cooperation in the field of designs
At the meeting, as the design systems of both offices have many shared aspects, such as carrying out
examinations, both offices would continue discussions on the development of the Hague system, in
order to improve the user-friendliness and encourage the use of the Japanese and Korean design

systems under the Hauge system.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service UFRDH—EXBN
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We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to
international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
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OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
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2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO,
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-6121,
JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

TELEPHONE: \ TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number) W | |+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)
FACSIMILE: \\ FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number) ﬂ +81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)
TOKYO HEAD OFFICE ¥ HIROSHIMA OFFICE
ADDRESS: ADDRESS:
WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F
2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
HIROSHIMA 730-0032, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{@harakenzo.com

(¥ updated on June 2012)
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+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)
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+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)
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