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Abandonment Orders Issued by the Indian Trade Marks Registry
1V REERIZ&SHAbandonment order® F41T

We have been informed that recently, the Indian Trade Marks Registry was improperly issuing abandonment
orders regarding trademark applications. We would like to provide detailed information on this issue below:

Circumstances of the Issue
The Indian Trade Marks Registry began issuing abandonment orders regarding pending trademark applications
without providing the applicant with an opportunity to be heard.

According to information from local representatives in India, in March 2016 around 200,000 trademark
applications received abandonment orders.

Restoration measures
It is thought that the Indian Trade Marks Registry began issuing these abandonment orders in an attempt to
clear a large backlog of unprocessed cases.
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On April 4, 2016, the Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks (CGPDTM), the superior office
in the Indian Trade Marks Registry, issued a statement announcing restoration measures for cases in which an
improper abandonment order has been issued.

According to this statement, if sufficient documentary evidence is provided to CGPDTM substantiating the case
that an abandonment order was issued erroneously, appropriate measures will be taken to restore the case.

Further, the deadline for submitting said evidence is April 30, 2016. If this deadline is not met, the relevant

case will not be subject to restoration measures.

Most recent update: April 7, 2016 (morning)

On April 6, 2016, a writ petition was filed before the Delhi High Court regarding the improper abandonment
orders. In addition to imposing a stay all improper abandonment orders made since March 20, 2016, the High
Court also issued an order to not issue any further improper abandonment orders. A hearing is scheduled for
May 12, 2016 as an ex post facto response regarding this case.

However, according to local representatives in India, in spite of the stay imposed on abandonment orders, it is
still advisable to carry out the necessary procedures in order to receive restoration measures.

Please feel free to consult with us
Our firm continues to actively collect up-to-date information through a number of Indian agents. If you have
any questions regarding these abandonment orders, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Further, please feel free to consult with us on any issues you may encounter regarding your trademark
applications.
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Entry into Patent Law Treaty and Singapore Treaty on the Law of
Trademarks and accompanying preparation of national legal stipulations
B AN R UBEIEEICET AU AR—ILENOMA LIS AIZESERNERE D
i

Under statutes pertaining to the patent law, etc. enacted on April 1, 2016, preparation has been carried out of
stipulations necessary for entry into the Patent Law Treaty (PLT) and Singapore Treaty on the Law of
Trademarks (PTLT). After both treaties were approved by the Diet on June 17, 2015, Japan’s signature was
deposited on March 11, 2016, and on June 11, 2016 the treaties will come into effect.

Although previous revisions to the Patent Law, etc. included the introduction of relief stipulations and easing of
requirements, in reality the system was not considered altogether user-friendly. Also, in the current climate of
increasingly rapid globalization, there is a strong demand for harmonization of systems and procedures. In view
of the fact that emerging nations etc. are not proceeding with entry into the PLT and PTLT, the JPO intends to,
by entering into these treaties, draw other countries into doing the same, as well as increasing convenience for
applicants in Japan. Together with encouraging non-signatory countries to enter into the treaties, the JPO is
actively engaged in establishing a base for Japanese enterprises to make gains in the markets of emerging
nations.

On this occasion, with the preparations made for entry into the treaties, multiple stipulations have been
introduced or altered regarding various elements of the law. These include:
» Changes to the handling of established periods such as periods for responding to Office Actions
(except following Appeals)
* Notifications of failure to submit certified priority documents for patent applications under the Paris
Convention
» System for certifying patent application dates
» Applications by the method of asserting reference to prior patent applications
» System for supplementing missing specifications/drawings
* Relief measures regarding period for payment of fee for establishing registration of trademark right
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Searching English-language Goods and Services Using Japanese
Similarity Group Codes
BAROHELUBFI—FEEAL-EEER - RBERADRE

When making an international trademark application, it is now possible to use Japanese Similarity Group Codes
to search lists of English goods and services approved by WIPO and Madrid Protocol member countries. This is
because the codes supplied by the JPO have been added to the searchable and referable Madrid Goods &
Services Manager (MGS) database provided by WIPO.

According to the JPO, Japanese translations have been added to around 40,000 goods and services, with
adoption/rejection information from up to 26 trademark offices available for reference. The database is
therefore a valuable tool that can be used by Japanese enterprises planning to acquire rights abroad.
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2015 Status of Blocked Goods Infringing IP and Enactment of Bill
Partially Revising Customs Tariff Law
2015F DHHEREMHROELKRAEVICEAREREFD—BERIET HEERED
FEAT

The Ministry of Finance (MOF) has published the 2015 status of goods infringing IP blocked by Japanese
Customs. According to the MOF, in 2015 imports were blocked in 29,274 cases, the second highest annual
figure on record after 2014 (32,060 cases). Despite the slight reduction, the figure of 29,274 means that there
was an average of 80 cases each day, which is still a high level. Many of the exporters were from Asian
countries, and since 2011 China has continued to account for over 90% of blocked goods. 98% of blocked
goods involve trademark infringement, such as fake brands, with around 1% inolving copyright infringement
such as fake character-based goods.

Meanwhile, in connection with Japanese Customs' border control, the Japanese government is considering
measures against leaks of trade secrets, since leaks of such confidential information have also in Japan become
a much more important matter in recent years. Therefore, a bill partially revising the customs tarrif law has
been submitted before the Diet, with the aim of making goods produced based on illegal leaks of technology
(goods infringing on trade secrets) subject to a new coastal crackdown. According to the MOF, the sections of
the bill concering regulations regarding goods infringing on trade secrets will come into effect on June 1, 2016.
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OHIM becomes EUIPO

OHIM (FR it £ FYABEEEEFT) A SEUIPO (BRI E S RNHIBL EEFT) ~

Wide-ranging changes in Europe as a result of amendments to the Community Trademark Regulations
effectuated on March 23, 2016 have become a key topic of conversation in Europe and around the world.

On March 23, 2016, the Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market (OHIM) was renamed the European
Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO). Further, Community Trade Marks (CTMs) have become European
Union Trade Marks (EUTMs). In addition to the above, other major changes include trademark registration and
renewal fees calculated based on each class, instead of fixed fees for up to three classes, and a requirement for
member states to introduce administrative procedures for the cancelation and invalidation of trademark rights.
Also, in previous trademark applications where class headings were used to designate a wide range of
goods/services (for example, a case in which “machines” (class 7) was designated, thereby designating the wide
range of goods/services contained in class 7), any class headings will now be interpreted as written and will not
automatically include all the goods/services under that heading. Therefore, if it seems the intended
goods/services are not included in an application, a written oath clarifying the intended goods/services must be
submitted to the EUIPO by September 24, 2016.

Related countries are quickly responding in accordance with these changes. On March 21, 2016, the German
Patent and Trademark Office announced on its website that its website content and published materials would
soon be updated to reflect the changes. Countries in which courts previously had jurisdiction in trials for
cancelation or invalidation of trademark rights must introduce administrative procedures within a fixed period.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service LARDT—ERXBAN

Smalll and Medilum Enterprises: Cansultation
SRENSE Ui\ FRE

‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click here for details
international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,

and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO,
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-6121,
JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
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TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

TELEPHONE: TELEPHONE:

+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number) +81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE: FACSIMILE:

+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number) +81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number) N
OSAKA 2nd OFFICE HIROSHIMA OFFICE

ADDRESS: ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE
HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
HIROSHIMA 730-0032, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{@harakenzo.com

(*updated on June 2012)
WEBSITE:
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TELEPHONE:
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