MO K@V AAIRAKENZO,
40th Anniversary in 2016

EEBEN June 2017
S I IARAKENZO JAPAN
lNTElYIr_ECTUAL PROPERTY LAW WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM

h HARAKENZO ; \
WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

HomePage

1. Canadian Enterprise Acquires Rights to World's Most
Famous Beagle
HRA—BELGE—J LK. hT T EEIEFIEEG

2. Application of Foreign IP Lawsuit Fee Insurance System
Expanded
BN R RN E RRIR T E DB A X R AL T

3. Photos May be Taken Freely at Exhibition at Mori Art
Gallery, Roppongi
AAR-ZREMETEERZ I —DRESR

4. Revisions to Design Examination Guidelines
EEEEEZEDOHRET

| Industrial Design HomePage | TradeMark HomePage
BEESAR—LNR— \4&] BESAR—LR— \&]
TOPIC

Canadian Enterprise Acquires Rights to World's Most Famous Beagle

HA—FRLGE—T LK, hFF XL EFIRG

The Canadian broadcasting company DHX Media, which broadcasts content for children, has acquired the
license to the popular comic Peanuts from the US licensing firm Iconix Brand Group for a sum of 345 million
USD (approx. 39.4 billion yen). Peanuts, created by Charles M. Schulz, is well-known for its characters

including Snoopy and Charlie Brown. DHX Media acquired the license as Iconix Brand Group sold shares in its

subsidiary Peanuts Wordwide LLC, which manages the rights to Peanuts.

Iconix Brand Group acquired 80% of the Peanuts license in 2010, and began looking for a buyer for the license
when the major US life insurance firm MetLife announced that it was to stop using the Peanuts license in its

commercials. The remaining 20% of the license is owned by the family of the late Charles M. Schulz. Schulz

was named no. 2 in Forbes' list of the "Top-Earning Dead Celebrities", after Michael Jackson.
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DHX Media is a major broadcaster of cartoons and other shows for children, including the popular show

Teletubbies, and its sales are said to have risen as much as 50% with the acquisition of the Peanuts license.

Meanwhile in Japan, Sony Creative Products has long had an exclusive agent contract with Peanuts Worldwide

LCC.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service LFRDT—EXBAN

Semjiconductor Circuit Layout(Mask Wark) Consultatign)
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‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click here for details

international patent firms.
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Application of Foreign IP Lawsuit Fee Insurance System Expanded
BV EAEREAE AR IR T E O & A X R AL TE

The Japan Patent Office (JPO) announced an expansion of the Foreign IP Lawsuit Fee Insurance System on
April 24, 2017. The major points are as follows:

(1) Previously the system was limited to countries in Asia, but now it applies to all countries with the exception
of Japan and North Korea.

(2) In addition to the 5 million yen and 10 million yen insurance payment limit plans, there are now also plans
of 30 million and 50 million yen.

(3) Mitsui Sumitomo Kaijo Kasai Hoken Kabushiki Kaisha has been added to the underwriting insurance

company of the Central Federation of Societies of Commerce and Industry.

The Foreign IP Lawsuit Fee Insurance System provides half the fees required when small and medium-sized
enterprises purchase insurance against being involved in legal battles over IP overseas. It is hoped the system
will provide a safety net against being caught up in IP disputes in China and other countries in Asia. Supposing
that an enterprise is deemed to have infringed IP overseas, it may be necessary to pay large sums of money as
damages, and so this system was established. The latest expansions to the system, especially (1) and (2) above,

were made based on the needs of users.

The solicitation period for the system is from April 24, 2017, and the insurance period is from July 1, 2017 to
June 30, 2018.
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Photos May be Taken Freely at Exhibition at Mori Art Gallery, Roppongi
NAKR-FEMETEFEEREEI)—DRESR

Visitors to an exhibition held by Mori Art Gallery (Roppongi, Tokyo) may take photos of the exhibits freely. In
particular, after Spm on April 25, 2017, a limited participation photography event, "empty", was held in
collaboration with Instagram. This event, which was themed around art galleries empty of visitors, took place at

various art galleries around the world, including the Metropolitan Museum of Art in the US.

19 people who had made prior reservations took part in the "empty" event. Due to the lack of other visitors,

each participant was able to enjoy taking unique photos as they wished.

Usually it is forbidden to take photographs at exhibitions as it would be a violation of copyright, but Mori Art
Gallery has been holding exhibitions where visitors may freely take photos of the exhibits since 2009. If the
gallery is able to get permission from the artist, a work will be made available to photograph, and photographs

of the work may be used in a non-profit, non-derivative fashion under the Creative Commons License.

The current exhibition is of works by Indian artist N. S. Harsha, and runs until June 11.
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Revisions to Design Examination Guidelines
EEETREEDHE

Section 1 Chapter 2 ('Designation of Design in Design Registration Application'), Section 2 Chapter 1 ('Designs
with Industrial Applicability') and the part 'Exception to Loss of Novelty' of Section 3 of the Design
Examination Guidelines have been revised. The revised guidelines apply to design registration applications
made from April 1, 2017 onwards. Changes to the Design System were made because of the necessity of
international coordination due to the start of international applications under the Hague treaty, and in order to
improve usability for users in Japan. Changes that could be quickly handled under the existing Design System
framework were carried out via these revisions to the examination guidelines. The major content of the
revisions is explained below (selected from the 2016 Japan Patent Office text 'Explanatory Meeting on

Amendments to the Design System').

1. Clarification of operations regarding the application of stipulations on exceptions to loss of novelty for
designs

(1) More clear and concise descriptions of the application requirements for stipulations on exception to loss of
novelty

(2) Clarification of the judgment process for application of Article 4-2 based on the substantiating document:
The format of the "substantiating document" is included. The judgement processes etc. for when a
substantiating document does and does not use the standard format are clearly indicated.

(3) Clarification of method of handling in cases where the same design has been published multiple times

The methods of handling for when second or subsequent publications are made as a result of the actions of the
holder of the right to receive a design registration, and when the second or subsequent publications are made by
third parties.

(4) Clarification of procedures etc. in cases where the design applied for and a different design are published
Multiple hypothetical cases are given in which the design applied for and a different design are published, and
specific methods of handling each case are clearly indicated.

(5) Unification of Design Law Articles 4-1 and 4-2

2. Written requirements for application document and drawings

(1) Handling of lines, dots etc. for specifying shape

In cases where a drawing specifies a three-dimensional shape using "shadow" in the form of lines, dots etc., it is

necessary to state in the "Explanation of the Design" section that that is the case, and what (e.g. lines, dots, etc.)
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is being used as "shadow". However, there are international design applications without such statements. In

such cases, if it is judged that it is clear that lines, dots etc. (shadow) are being used to specify a shape, it is

acceptable to omit the explanation of said lines, dots etc.

Example of case in which an explanation is required
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Examples of cases in which it is acceptable to omit an explanation
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From Japan Patent Office text 'Explanatory

(2) Handling of explanation of shading in CG drawings

For drawings produced using CG that use a change in brightness to indicate "shadow"
statement is made in the "Explanation of the Design"
However, not only international design applications but also many domestic design applications omit such a
statement in the "Explanation of the Design" section. In such a case, if it is clear that a change in brightness

indicates "shadow", the drawing will be treated in the same way as a photograph, and such an explanation will

not be required.

section that the change in brightness is

explanations
Iima] Ll

s
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a) Examples of changes in brightness that are clearly "shading" even without explanations

BE-HRIMATESRAEREER) BE-EISETRFHNARTSR)

b) Examples of changes in brightness that cannot be judged to be "shading" without

From Japan Patent Office text 'Explanatory

Meeting on Amendments to the Design System'

Meeting on Amendments to the Design System'

, it is recommended that a

"shadow".
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(3) Handling of explanation of background color in CG drawings

For drawings produced using CG that do not use lines to indicate shape, it is recommended that the background
be colored as necessary and that a statement is made in the "Explanation of the Design" section that said color
is a background. Currently, not only international design applications but also many domestic design
applications omit such a statement. In such a case, if it can be judged clearly that the color is a background, it is

acceptable to omit such a statement.

Examples of colors that are clearly backgrounds even without explanations

BEI-GE 500 SRR ) EE-ELBEEFHERATIA]

Example of color that cannot be judged to be a background without an explanation
£.1 70
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From Japan Patent Office text 'Explanatory
Meeting on Amendments to the Design System'

3. Handling of reference drawings

Reference drawings should be included if necessary to aid in understanding the design applied for, but even
when a design applied for is deemed to be a discreet design, there are recently many examples of a single
design application containing multiple designs due to the positioning of reference drawings. It is now clearly
stated that under the design examination guidelines, if reference drawings that indicate a different shape,
pattern or color to those indicated in a set of drawings or other essential drawings, those elements that are

different will not be taken into consideration when determining the form of the design applied for.
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Reference drawings that are used to aid understanding of the uses, functions, etc. of designs

(@ Reference drawing indicating use state @ Reference drawing indicating functions,
names etc. of various parts
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Reference drawing that shows lines, shapes, colors etc. that explain elements that cannot be shown

in the required drawings, and which is used to specify the design applied for
Reference drawing indicating transparent parts
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3 From Japan Patent Office text 'Explanatory
A

Meeting on Amendments to the Design System'
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO,
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-6121,
JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

TELEPHONE: TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number) +81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)
FACSIMILE: AN : FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number) { ‘H +81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)
OSAKA 2nd OFFICE HIROSHIMA OFFICE
ADDRESS: ADDRESS:
MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F
2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
HIROSHIMA 730-0032, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{@harakenzo.com

(¥ updated on June 2012)
WEBSITE:
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TELEPHONE:
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