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Recent Situation Regarding Design Application Registrations
NEFDOEEDHFBEZEFIRRIZDONT

The Japan Patent Office (JPO) has published the 2017 Edition of its Annual Patent Administration Report.
Careful inspection of the report reveals the recent situation regarding design application registrations and
varying trends in different fields of design applications.

(1) Current situation of design applications in Japan

The number of cases per year has remained fairly level since 2009. 2016 saw an increase of 3.3% over the
previous year, with 30,879 applications filed (29,903 were filed in 2015). Of these, 28,796 were applications for
design registrations and 2,083 were applications for international design registrations (see figure 1 below). This
marks a major increase in international design registration applications of approximately 4.6 times over the 452
applications filed in 2015.
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(2) Proportion of design applications filed in Japan by foreign applicants

Although the total number of applications filed in the past five years has remained fairly level, the proportion of
those applications filed by foreign applicants has been increasing each year - 13.8% in 2012, 15.2% in 2013,
16.4% in 2014, 17.1% in 2015 and 20.5% in 2016 (see figure 2 below).

(3) Number of design applications filed with principal countries/institutions by Japanese applicants

There was a large 14.8% increase in applications filed by Japanese applicants with the EUIPO compared to the
previous year. Meanwhile, there was a 3.7% decrease in applications filed in Korea, and a slight increase of
0.6% in applications filed in the United States.

(4) Trends in design registration applications in Japan by Japanese design classification group

The scale of design application numbers is largest for Group H (electrical/electronic machines and tools and
communications machines and tools) followed by Group F (goods for office use and goods for sale) and Group
C (goods for use in daily life). Looking at the numbers of design applications from 2012 to 2016, the figures for
most groups stay fairly level, but Group H peaked in 2012, since which it has seen a large decrease.

(5) International design application numbers by Japanese design classification

The fields in which the largest numbers of international design applications were filed in 2016 are as follows:

1. Vehicles (G2): 183 cases. 2. Personal goods (B3): 173 cases. 3. Electronic information input/output devices
(H7): 163 cases. 4. Paper packaging, packaging containers etc. (F4): 136 cases. 5. Clocks (J2): 124 cases. 6.
Medical machines and tools (J7): 111 cases. 7. Bags, portable bags etc. (B4): 107 cases.

Change in number of design Makeup of design registration

Figure 1 LT S Figure 2 R
registration appllcatlons appllcatlons in Japan
@) O International design registration applications Dﬁpp:!cat!ons Ey nonTJapanJese parties
10,000 - O Design registration applications (non-international) (#) CJ Applications by parties in Japan (%)
U 36,544 40,000 - | - Proportion of applications by 150
] 33560 . i
] .65 31.756 g9 gy 221 F1,125 9 2 90 gg3 0.679 non-Japanese parties 0
30,000 - m T b — .
g 4 30,000 - 4. 457 — 1
1 $ 118 Bang 5099  6.336
}—{ 430
20,000 |
20,000 27.934 26,407 24,86 4,804 24,543
29,451 23 7% 120
L 20.5
10,000 + || o
L | 16.4 17.1
10,000 |47 15.2 0
0 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 0 | ! L L 0
(HRE) 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
(HERE)

5 Intelle@ HARAKENZO



\-\ARAKENZo
40th Annzversary in 2016

H WIREEREN December 2017
y = A ARAKENZO JAPAN
INTEIYI’_ECTUAL PROPERTY LAW WORLD PATENT & TR_ADEMARK

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM

BREFEn D TR TEOAE OIS E201T4AER) N ITEN TV S, AREEELZ AT S &, ITEOEIEO HFE
BERRILL 7 B R E IR HBEOME A MR TX 5D T, 22 TR L THS,

(1) HBARIZHT 2 EREHEOBLIR

20094E AR I ZIFRIT N TH Y . 20164E 1T BIAE LS. 3% 0>30, 8TIMET & - 7= (20154E1329, 90344) . F DN,
IR I BRI A2, 0830F . ZRUBISR O RE R GR B R1T28, T960F T o7z (1), [EIERIRE 06k H
IT20154E DA B KIEIZEEM L7 (RIEDOKI4. 65%)

(2) AEANIZEL D HAR~OEIEHFEOEE
H AR S BT SR B IT W CTHER L T o, AAEANICE D HBEOEI G E LI L TV (20124
13.8%. 20134F15.2%. 20144F16. 4%, 20154E17. 1%. 20164£20.5%) (X2) .

(3) HARMNIKZ EEE - #E~DEIEHFET
RPN (EUIPO) TIXET4EIE14. 8% D KIEME L 7e o 7=, F 7=, WE TITATHLLS. 7% DM, KE TIXaiHELt
0. 6% DI TH -7,

(4)  ARIZBT D HABILEHY V— 7R B  H FRE) )
IR OBEIL, 17 v—7" (FEXE s Bk EE S B) SR b k& <0 RO TFZ L—7

(FF ﬂ%uu&()\gﬁjuﬂﬂuu) L CTN—T (EIEAM) TH D, 2012800 520164EF COEIE AN AR5 &

2L DT N—FIHIFIITHITVTHR L TWAR, HZ L —71320124F %2 B — 7 12 K2 LTV 5,

(5)  AARBIT R EEREIT H R

20164E DEPRFIERERHRET, HBIFEAZ W OIE, UTORE TH -7,

L HE (6G2) 183fF, 2. Y d[E Y fn (B3) 173fF, 3. FEF1E @AM p&Es (H7) 163(F, 4. cl3&Hk, IS A%
(F4) 136fF, 5. KFit(J2) 1240, 6. EFRAMME R (J7) 111 7. 23 A U3 AR %£®®lmﬁ

M1 | EEBSEEGKOKE 2 | BFCHISREZRELERS
O EREE2RHE CIAEACEBHE CREAICE 5 HE
o D EEERHE (EREESRHELMN) #) |- AEACLZHEOHS (%)
+000 fi 50 40,000 - 150
] 150
0,876 41,756 g9 gog 251 91,125 20758 2.90 07 “
30,000 03 ey b
) wowl WET G g g [
o I e A e B
20,0001 200001 27934 26,407 24,868 24,804 24,543
2 &1 876 |
10,000 - o 1o :
L] e 16.4] |71
10,000 138 15.2 10

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 L L L L
(HRRSF) 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
(HHRR%F)

3 ) HARAKENZO



40th Annzversary in 2016
RS EA December 2017

HARAKENZO JAPAN

INTEIYI’_ECTUAL PROPERTY LAW WORLD PATENT & TR_ADEMARK

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM

Draft Ordinance Partially Revising Trademark Law Enforcement
Regulations
EREABITRANDO—HZHET HEFTEICDONT

For a trademark registration application in Japan, it is necessary to designate the goods and/or services in
connection with which said trademark will be used, in accordance with classes of goods and services defined in
the table attached to the Trademark Law Enforcement Ordinance (Trademark Law Article 6(1),(2)). Details of
the goods and/or services belonging to said classes are defined in the table attached to the Trademark Law
Enforcement Regulations in accordance with the international classifications established by Article 11 of the
Nice Agreement that defines international classes of goods and services. Under the Nice Agreement, a
"committee of experts" is instituted as the body that decides changes to the international classifications, and this
draft ordinance carries out necessary changes to the goods and services written in the table attached to the
ordinance, based on the results of the 27th experts' committee meeting held between May 1 and 5, 2017 as well
as on changes in trade circumstances, etc.

The contents of the revision are in accordance with amendments made to the international classifications. For
example, as the good "snorkels™ has been reclassified from international class 28 to international class 9, the
table attached to the ordinance will be similarly changed to bring Japanese practice into line with the
international classification. Also, changes in trade circumstances have led to the addition of goods, for example
as "e-cigarettes” has permeated the marketplace as a general term for goods, the good "e-cigarettes” will be
added to class 34.

This draft ordinance will be enacted on January 1, 2018, and will be put into practice regarding trademark
registration applications made on or after the date of enactment.
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Facet Classification Symbols Partially Abolished
J7tyb R EEE S D —EEL

Facet Classification Symbols are a type of patent classification that is used exclusively in Japan and assigned to
Japanese patent documents. On November 13, 2017, 224 Facet Classification Symbols were abolished.

Patent documents issued after November 13, 2017 will not be assigned the abolished Facet Classifications. Also,

any patent documents issued prior to November 13, 2017 will still be searchable using the aforementioned
abolished Facet Classifications.

On this occasion, the Facet Classifications that were abolished cover a wide range of fields including chemistry,
semiconductors, nuclear power, business transactions etc. Meanwhile, 83 Facet Classification Symbols remain
in use, covering the fields of 10T, recycling, superconductors, etc.

This abolition of Facet Classification Symbols is thought to be due to the fact that in recent years patent
document searches have largely been carried out using International Patent Classifications (IPC), while use of
Facet Classification Symbols in searches is becoming less frequent. It is thought there is a chance that the
remaining Facet Classification Symbols will also be abolished in future.
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Japan-US Joint Search Trial Program Re-Opened
BABEAERITIOT S LDOBEHM

As part of patent examination cooperation between the Japan Patent Office (JPO) and United States Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO), the two Offices carried out a trial joint search program from August 1, 2015 to
July 31, 2017. The program aimed to increase the quality of examinations through carrying out joint
examinations between Japanese and US examiners.

As a result of adjustments carried out between the JPO and USPTO, the Japan-US Joint Search Trial Program
re-opened on November 1, 2017. The re-opened program is set to run for three years.

Under the Japan-US Joint Search system, inventions for which patents applications have been filed in both
Japan and the United States are subject to separate searches by patent examiners in each country, and the
examiners share their search results and opinions. Following this, the examiners in each country quickly and
simultaneously issue the first examination results.

By making use of a Japan-US Joint Search, it is possible to acquire more stable rights for patent applications
made in Japan and the US, based on the results of searches carried out by Japanese and US patent examiners,
which are issued in both countries quickly and simultaneously. It is expected that this system will encourage
international business growth.

The requirements for requesting a Japan-US Joint Search in Japan are as follows:

(1) The total number of claims in a single application must be 20 or fewer, with 3 or fewer independent claims.
(2) For all independent claims, there must be substantially corresponding independent claims in a
corresponding application made at the collaborating patent office. Here, "substantially corresponding™” means
that the scope of the independent claims of the Japanese application and the scope of the independent claims of
the US application must be substantially similar.

(3) The application must be pre-examination and eligible to begin undergoing examination. However, when
requesting a Japan-US Joint Search, if an application is not yet published, a copy of the corresponding claims of
the US application must be provided.

(4) The earliest priority of the corresponding independent claims must be the same in both applications.

(5) The earliest priority date or filing date of all applications must be March 16, 2013 or later.
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(6) When requesting a Japan-US Joint Search, a request for examination must have been made (a request for
examination may be made at the same time as requesting a Japan-US Joint Search).

(7) A request for a Japan-US Joint Search must be carried out separately for each application. However, in
Japan it is possible to request a Japan-US Joint Search for groups of multiple technically-related applications at
once. If making a request for multiple applications at once, the maximum number of applications that may be
included is 5.

(8) Requests for joint examination corresponding to business strategy, accelerated examination and super
accelerated examination must not have been made. However, if such requests are withdrawn, it will be possible
to request a Japan-US Joint Search.

Also, after filing a request for a Japan-US Joint Search with one patent office, a request must be made with the
other patent office within 15 days. In addition, if an application is unpublished when such a request is made, the
corresponding claims of the US application, including unpublished information, must be sent protected by a
password.
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Trial Patent Prosecution Highway Opens between Japan and Peru
BAR—~JIL—EDOPPHERITH R

Based on an agreement made at the WIPO Members General Meeting on October 1, 2017, a Patent Prosecution
Highway (PPH) program has begun between Japan and Peru. As a result of the program, patent application in
Peru based on Japanese patents can enjoy accelerated examinations, and can aim for faster acquisition of rights.
It should be noted however that as the examination guidelines for Japan and Peru are different, there is no
guarantee that an application based on a registration in Japan will be granted a patent in Peru.

Peru is the fifth country in South America with which Japan has begun a PPH program. The other countries are
Colombia, Argentina, Brazil and Chile. With the addition of Peru to this list, Japanese enterprises can look
forward to making greater inroads into South America.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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