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Revision of Patent Law Forthcoming
FEFRWIEICAITT

The committee on the Patent System is debating a revision to the Patent Law. Although the matter is still under

consideration, it has been possible to discern the direction in which the revisions are heading, which is as

follows.

1. Expansion of Scope of INCAMERA Procedures

With a view to strengthening and enriching procedures for gathering evidence after litigation has been initiated,

with regard to documents and items for inspection (hereinafter, "documents"), expansion of the scope of

applicability and scope of disclosure of so-called INCAMERA procedures (procedures in which only the court

views documents) is being considered.
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Regarding the scope of applicability, currently a court may only request submission of documents by their
holder if the holder has previously refused to submit said documents, and is deemed necessary in order to judge
whether or not the holder has a valid reason for refusing to submit them. A revision currently under debate
would make it possible for a court to request presentation of documents by their holder regardless of whether or
not the holder has refused to submit them, and also in cases where the court is to decide whether or not the
submission of said documents is required.

Regarding the scope of disclosure, an expansion to allow in certain cases documents submitted via
INCAMERA procedures to be disclosed to experts is under consideration.

2. Extension of Grace Period

With a view to protecting various kinds of inventions, an extension of the period of exception to loss of novelty
(the "grace period™) from 6 months to 12 months is under consideration.

Currently, time requirements state that it is necessary for a patent application to be made within a period of six
months from the date of the loss of novelty. Also, if the PCT route is used without filing an application with the
JPO or with filing based on a foreign patent application, the PCT application must be filed within six months
from the date of the loss of novelty.

3. System of Uniform 50% Fee Reduction for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises

A major revision is planned to the system of fee reduction regarding requests for examination, patent fees and
so on for small and medium-sized enterprises.

A uniform reduction in fees for small and medium-sized enterprises and a simplification of the related
procedures is under consideration. In advance of this, a change to the system of filing a request for a reduction
in fees each time patent fees are paid is scheduled to be introduced from April 2018, following which
submission of a request for fee reduction will only be required the first time fees are paid.

Further, to make up for the expected loss in revenue as a result of this change, a partial increase in fees is also
scheduled.

4. Protection of Business Secrets included in JPO’s Expert Opinion/Interpretation

Under consideration is a change making it possible to, in certain cases, refuse requests to view documents
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related to expert opinion/interpretation at the JPO under the Japanese Patent Law Art. 71, if business secrets are
included in said documents.

5. Use of Credit Cards
A change to make it possible to pay patent fees etc. with credit cards is under consideration.
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Notice from European Commission regarding Great Britain's Departure
from EU
EEDEURA IR M EE REC)DEH

According to information we have received from firms overseas, on December 1, 2017 the European
Commission, together with the European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO), issued a notice to rights
holders and applicants of EU trademarks (EUTMs) and Registered Community Designs (RCDs) on the
situation regarding Great Britain's departure from the EU, which is scheduled to occur on March 30, 2019.

Parts of the notice that we believe to be pertinent to Japan are as follows:
1. EU Trademarks, Registered Community Designs (RCDs) and Unregistered Community Designs (UCDSs)

After Great Britain leaves the EU, EUTMs, RCDs and UCDs will remain valid within the remaining 27
member states, but will lose their effectiveness in Great Britain.

2. Applications for EU Trademarks (EUTMs) and Registered Community Designs (RCDs)
All applications for EUTMs and RCDs undergoing examination will not be protected in Great Britain after it

leaves the EU. After Great Britain leaves the EU, all rights will be recognized via the EUIPO in the remaining
27 EU member states only.

3. International registrations designating the EU

It is thought that Madrid Protocol trademark rights and Hague Treaty design rights that designate the EU will
continue to be valid in the remaining 27 EU member states after Great Britain leaves the EU, but will lose their
effectiveness in Great Britain.

Further, although it has not yet been confirmed, it is currently thought that it will be possible to take steps to
transfer EUTMs and RCDs to Great Britain. We will continue to pay close attention to the situation as it
develops and provide our clients with relevant information as it becomes available.
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Revision of Fees for International Applications
EFRHFERA R F A DRE

Fees in connection with international applications were partially revised on January 1, 2018. The revised fees
are as follows.

1. International application fees

Fees prior to Jan 1, 2018 Fees from Jan 1, 2018
In_ternatlonal application filing fee 151,800 JPY 153,800 JPY
(first 30 pages)
Fees per page (31st page and 1,700 JPY 1,700 JPY (no change)
thereafter)
Fee reduction in cases of online filing 34,200 JPY 34,700 JPY

* The fees that are valid on the date of receipt of the international application will apply.

2. Handling fee

Fee prior to Jan 1, 2018 Fee from Jan 1, 2018

Handling fee 22,800 JPY 23,100 JPY
* The fee that is valid on the date of payment will apply.

3. Search fees if international search is carried out by an international searching authority other than the JPO

Fees prior to Jan 1, 2018 Fees from Jan 1, 2018
Search fee (EP) 244,500 JPY 248,000 JPY
Search fee (SG) 181,200 JPY 185,300 JPY

* The fees that are valid on the date of receipt of the international application will apply.
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Worldwide Patent Application Figures (Fiscal 2016)
HA DR FFH AR (20165F )

On December 6, 2017, the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) published its annual World

Intellectual Property Indicators report.

According to the report, 2016 saw the number of patent applications filed worldwide rise to 3,127,900 cases,
marking an 8.3% increase over 2015 and the seventh year in a row the total has increased. Examined by country,
China increased its number of cases by 21.5% over the previous year with 1,340,000 applications, placing it in
the number one position for application volume for the sixth year running. The US had the second highest
number of applications with 610,000 (a 2.7% increase over 2015), and Japan was in third position with 320,000
(a 0.1% decrease from 2015). South Korea was fourth, with 210,000 applications (a 2.3% decrease from 2015).

The number of Chinese applications has continued to rise year on year, with the results showing China's recent

momentum with regards to IP.
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Japan, China and Korea Patent Office Directors' Meeting
AHREDHFTRESS

From December 6-7, 2017, three related events were held in Cheju-do, Korea: (i) the 29th meeting of the
directors of the Japan Patent Office (JPO) and Korea Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), (ii) the 17th meeting
of the directors of the JPO, KIPO and Chinese State Intellectual Property Office (SIPO), and (iii) the Japan-
China-Korea Patent Office Symposium.

At the Japan-Korea Patent Office Directors' Meeting, information sharing at the JPO and KIPO regarding the
handling of '4th industrial revolution' matters (such as the application of Al in the workplace) was discussed,
and an agreement was reached.

Also, at the Japan-China-Korea Patent Office Directors' Meeting, discussions were held and agreements were
reached regarding (1) publication of the results of comparative studies of administrative systems for resolving
disputes regarding the scope of patent rights (cooperation on appeal fields), and (2) revision of the framework
for concentrating resources and advancing cooperation in important fields (Japan-China-Korea cooperative
framework).

In addition, a panel discussion featuring talks from experts from various countries on IP strategies for the 4th
industrial revolution was held at the Japan-China-Korea Patent Office Symposium.

Going forward, the JPO will work to strengthen its cooperative ties with countries around the world by means
of various frameworks, and build an environment that enables Japanese companies to smoothly and adequately
protect and utilize their intellectual property globally.
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Trademark Support Station
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| We offer high—quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click here for details
international patent firms.
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3rd Industrial Design 5 (ID5) Forum Held
EIEMEERT (D5 REHMFHEESND

The Industrial Design 5 (ID5) is a framework for international cooperation in the field of designs that exists
between the Japan Patent Office (JPO), the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), the European
Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO), the Chinese State Intellectual Property Office (SIPO), and the
Korea Intellectual Property Office (KIPO). It was established in 2015 with the aim of strengthening bonds of
international cooperation and deepening mutual understanding.

This year, the 3rd Industrial Design 5 Forum was held.

Main Forum Content
1. Collation of comparative studies of the five offices' systems, based on the cooperation project

(i) It was agreed to collate and publish the results of comparative studies of the systems of the five offices,
looking at scope of protection for designs, image disclosure requirements, foreign priorities, design classes, and
statistics on design applications and examinations.

(ii) It was confirmed to progress with research into protection of designs for new technologies (new designs
originating in digital technologies, such as GUI etc.), and the handling of grace periods and partial designs, etc.

2. Setting up official D5 website

It was agreed to set up an official ID5 website in order to share information on the 1D5 with users.

3. Formal participation in 'DesignView"

The JPO has announced its participation in '‘DesignView', which allows searching of registered design data held
by 54 intellectual property offices around the world. Through the JPO's participation in 'DesignView', Japanese
users will be able to search in Japanese a worldwide database with information on over 13,000,000 registered
designs, and users from around the world will be able to search for Japanese registered design information in 36
languages (including Japanese).

Also, from December 2018, a search service using the unique Japanese design classes is scheduled to be
launched.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,

and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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