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Relief Measures Regarding Disasters
KEICLDMEF IS

Recently, various regions of Japan have suffered from a string of disasters. In June an earthquake occurred
which was centered on the northern part of Osaka prefecture; in July there was heavy rainfall in Shikoku and
the Chugoku region; and in September a powerful typhoon hit Japan and another earthquake occurred in eastern
Iburi in Hokkaido. These disasters caused much damage and disruption including tragic loss of life. Even now,
relief efforts are ongoing. We would like to send our deepest sympathies to those affected by these disasters. We
would also like to wish for the speedy recovery of the affected regions.

In view of these severe circumstances, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) has established specific relief measures in
connection with procedures regarding new applications, pending cases and appeals etc. Applicants who have
been affected by disasters are able to take advantage of these relief measures, which can allow some procedures

to be carried out even after the usual deadline has elapsed.
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For details on the relief measures available regarding each disaster, please see the following information on the
JPO website.

1. Handling of procedures affected by the 2018 earthquake in eastern Iburi, Hokkaido:
https://www.jpo.go.jp/torikumi/hiroba/hokkaido_zisin_180906.htm

2. Extension of deadlines for procedures affected by the heavy rainfall in July 2018, based on Article 3(iii) of

the Specific Extraordinary Disasters Special Measures Law:
https://www.jpo.go.jp/torikumi/hiroba/nishi_nihon_gou_enchou.html

3. Handling of procedures affected by the earthquake centered on northern Osaka prefecture:
https://www.jpo.go.jp/torikumi/hiroba/osaka_jishin_180619.htm
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Proposed Revisions to Design Law
FriRIE

The proposed revisions to the Design Law that the Japan Patent Office aims to submit to the ordinary session of
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the Diet in 2019 have been made clear. The proposed revisions are as follows.

1. Broadening of Protections for Screen Designs

(1) Relaxation of requirements for "an image recorded on said article”
Images in the cloud and images provided via a network will be made subject to protections.
(2) Relaxation of requirements for "an image displayed on an article"
Images projected on walls or on the human body will be made subject to protections.
(3) Relaxation of requirements for "an image in connection with a function of an article”
Decorative images such as wallpapers that have no connection with the functions of an article as well as
images from movies and games will be made subject to protections.

Issues to be considered:
Uploading an image to the cloud is not included in enforcement (infringement) actions under the current law,

raising the issue of how to protect registered designs from such infringement actions.

2. Protection for Spatial Designs

Spatial designs such as the external view or internal decoration of buildings, which are not subject to
protections under the current law, are to be made subject to protections.

3. Expansion of Related Design System

(1) Registration of related designs will be permitted even after the date of issue of the publication.
(2) Registration of related designs that are similar only to other related designs will be permitted.
(3) The limit on the duration period for related designs will be removed.

4. Extension of the Period of Duration for Design Rights

The current 20-year period of duration for design rights will be extended to 25 years.

5. Introduction of Single Application for Multiple Designs

From the point of view of increasing convenience for users, single applications containing multiple designs will
be permitted in the same way as under the Hague Agreement.

6. Revision of Article Classification Tables

Under the current Design Law, applications that do not specify classifications equivalent to those of the article
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classification tables established by ministerial ordinance will be subject to a reason for refusal and the
acquisition of rights will be delayed. A mechanism will be put in place whereby a reason for refusal will not
immediately be issued regarding such applications.
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Guidelines for Accelerated Examinations/Trials for Trademarks Revised
EiEREEE - BHBEEAARSAODHETIZDLNT

The system for accelerated examinations/trials of trademarks plays an important role in fulfilling the needs of
users who require fast acquisition of rights in Japan. In 2017 the scope of cases subject to accelerated
examinations increased, and in the same year the number of cases requesting accelerated examination grew to
over 3,400. This number is expected to grow further in the future.

Meanwhile, revisions to the system's guidelines have been carried out in which the terminology used has
undergone scrutiny and images and tables have been inserted. The aim is to allow users to grasp the system
based only on the basic guidelines, and thus promote understanding and use of the system. The main items that
have been changed as part of the revisions to the guidelines are outlined below.

- International Registrations under the Madrid Protocol are currently not included in the scope of accelerated
examinations/trials.

- Documents may only be submitted in Japanese. If certificates written in another language are submitted,
they must be accompanied by a Japanese translation or explanatory documents in Japanese.

- In cases requesting an accelerated examination or trial, if amendments to the designated goods/services are
to be carried out, it is recommended that said amendments be made before or at the same time as requesting the
accelerated examination/trial. However, for the convenience of users it remains possible to carry out
amendments at a time of their choosing.

- In the parts regarding accelerated trials, where the guidelines are identical to those for accelerated
examinations, users are referred to the corresponding section on accelerated examinations.

As a result of the revisions made to the guidelines, it is expected that users will increasingly take advantage of
the accelerated examination/trial system.
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8th Japan - ASEAN Patent Office Directors' Meeting
EB8EIHASEANRFITRERA

A meeting between the directors of the Japan Patent Office and the patent offices of the members of the
Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) was held in Singapore on September 4, 2018. Meetings
between the directors of these offices have been held regularly since 2012, and deep cooperative ties have been
established.

At this, the 8th such meeting to be held, a program of IP cooperation between Japan and ASEAN was
formulated. In particular, an agreement was reached to carry out cooperation between Japan and ASEAN
regarding the adjustment and implementation of examination guidelines to deal with the new technologies of
10T and Al. An outline of the points agreed is as follows.

- Cooperation to produce/revise patent manuals (patent examination guidelines) in cutting-edge technological
fields.

- Research by the Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) on predicted application
numbers by each of the ASEAN patent offices and government policy opinions.

- Cooperation in joining and implementing international application systems (Madrid Protocol/Hague
Agreement).

- Cooperation in cultivating human resources and administration of examination operations.

- Cooperation on the commercialization of IP and the spread of education about IP.
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The JPO has stated that going forward mutual cooperation with the patent offices of ASEAN member states will
be carried out, which will contribute to providing appropriate protections for the IP rights of Japanese
enterprises in ASEAN member states.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service
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‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click here for details
international patent firms.
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US Patent for Genome Editing Technology CRISPR/Cas9
4 ) LR E R TCRISPR/Cas9 D K E4FEFIZ DUV T

On September 10, 2018, in a case brought by The University of California, Berkeley et al objecting to an appeal
decision made by the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) regarding technology related to
CRISPR/Cas9, the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit (CAFC) issued a judgment rejecting
the arguments of the university et al and upholding the decision of the USPTO. Genome editing technology,
including CRISPR/Cas9, can be used to freely rewrite sections of an organism's genetic information, and is
expected to be implemented in the many fields including treatment of disease and improvement of varieties of
foodstuffs. For that reason, there have been repeated conflicts over the basic patents for the technology in
various countries worldwide, with the outcomes of said cases under much scrutiny.

One of the most important basic technologies in genome editing is CRISPR/Cas9, which deals with eucaryotic
cells. A struggle over the possession of the patent for CRISPR/Cas9 has been going on between the Broad
Institute et al (US Patent No. 8697359 (priority date December 12, 2012): the use of CRISPR/Cas9 on
eucaryotic cells is stipulated in the claims) and The University of California, Berkeley (US Patent Application
No. 13/842859 (priority date May 25, 2012): the use of CRISPR/Cas9 is broadly stipulated in the claims
without limitation to specific cells).

On this occasion, it has been substantially ruled that in the massive US marketplace, the rights to the use of
CRISPR/Cas9 on eucaryotic cells revert to the Broad Institute et al.

Although it will depend on future developments, since the owner of the patent for the use of CRISPR/Cas9 on
eucaryotic cells has now been demonstrated, it is expected that research making use of this technology will
proceed at a rapid pace.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

Please visit our facebook pages below.
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Four. Iegal departments based in Osaka and Tokyo prowde information on |
trademark applications, design applications, combating counterfeit goods
WEtc via Facebook: Please view our, Facebook page for more deta|ls =
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QuiHirshimalfficefon]Gacebook

Our Hiroshima Office’s Facebook page provides useful services for
Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,
with constant IP information updates. Please find us on Facebook.

LEE#HFOFacebooklc T.LERZSE. RUEMIOEREIC
ﬁﬁﬁt%h%iﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ&!ﬁﬁ%{% LTHYET. HUTCEELEEL,

~ @Moreginformation SMliE =B S
HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK HIROSHIMA OFFICE

1Er B EAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK [ B %%k

Below are links to further IP information.

BIO IP | ITIP | loT X Al |
Informatlon Information Support Station
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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky(@harakenzo.com
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OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:
DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI, KITA-KU,

OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI, KITA-KU,
OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

HIROSHIMA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU, HIROSHIMA
730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{zharakenzo.com

NAGOYA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12 HIRAIKE-CHO,
NAKAMURA-KU, NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI
453-6109, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-ngy@harakenzo.com




