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China Filed the Most International Patent Applications in 2019
HEH2019FEDEREFFHBORZEIC

On April 7, 2020, the World Intellectual Property Office (WIPO) published its figures for international patent

applications made in 2019. The figures show that China was the country with the most internationa
applications in 2019, overtaking the United States for the first time.

China made 58,990 international patent applications under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) in
10.6% increase over 2018. The USA had the second most applications (57,840), followed by Japa
Germany (4th) and Korea (5th). The overall number of international patent applications under the P
265,800, an increase of 5.2% over 2018.
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In addition, China made 6,339 international trademark applications under the Madrid protocol, giving it the
third highest number of applications after the United States and Germany. The total number of international
trademark applications under the Madrid protocol was 64,400, an increase of 5.7% over 2018.

China also made 238 applications under the Hague Agreement, comprising 663 designs. This is an increase of
more than 70% over 2018, placing China in the top 10 countries applying for designs under the Hague system.
The total number of applications made under the Hague Agreement concerning the protection of industrial
designs was 21,897, an increase of 10.4% over 2018.

The Director General of WIPO, Francis Gurry, said in a statement:

"China’s rapid growth to become the top filer of international patent applications via WIPO underlines a long-
term shift in the locus of innovation towards the East, with Asia-based applicants now accounting for more than
half of all PCT applications.”
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Blockchain-related Patent Applications in China
FETOIAYIFr—BLESFHEE

It has been reported that many large-scale multinational enterprises are filing applications for blockchain-
related patents in China. According to the Global Times, as of the end of March 2020 a total of 212 blockchain-
related patent applications had been filed in China by 35 different large-scale multinational enterprises.
Mastercard, for example, has filed 46 applications for blockchain-related patents in China.

A total of 2,191 patent applications for blockchain-related technology were made in the Chinese National
Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA) between 2017 and 2019, indicating that the development of
blockchain in China is thriving.

Large-scale multinational enterprises are filing multiple applications for blockchain-related patents in Japan
with the intent of stockpiling technology for future use. Currently, almost all the applications for blockchain-
related technology in China concern payment methods, payment software, and payment security.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service LHFADY—EXEBN

(New) International Design Application
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‘ We provide services of the highest standard by combining expert knowledge

—cultivated through decades of experience— with unique analytical Click here for details
capabilities that only a large-scale international IP firm can offer.
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Move to Register a Trademark for Tochigi's Oldest Craftwork,
"Tenmyoimono"”
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Cultivation of local brands in order to contrast a region's unique products with those of others is popular across
Japan as part of community development. In brand creation, there are many trademarks used that contain the
name of a region along with the name of the product or service, but previously many of these trademarks could
not be registered under the trademark law. Because of this, the regional collective trademark system was started
in 2006.

The city of Sano in Tochigi prefecture is supporting an application for a trademark for "Tenmyoimono™ (a kind
of cast metal goods), which is the prefecture's oldest form of craftwork. An application under the regional
collective trademark system is being considered, but since local authorities cannot apply under that system, the
city will consult with businesses, craftspeople and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

If the trademark is registered, it will be protected for ten years, and should lead to greater trust in the brand and
greater legal effects if the mark is used illegally by an unrelated party. It will also help to avoid an increasing
problem where third parties overseas file for trademarks regarding traditional Japanese crafts. Because of these
merits and more, registration under the regional collective trademark system can help for a strong base for
improving brand strength.

Details on the regional collective trademark system and examples of trademarks registered can be found on the
JPO website.
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France and Google Engaged in Struggle over Copyright
EEEZTRDTTUREGoogleED KL

In April 2019, the Council of the European Union (EU) approve a bill revising the EU copyright law. The bill
expands provisions to make copyright law apply to snippets and other extracts of pages provided in the results
of internet searches, and would require major IT platform holders such as Google to pay fair usage fees to the
media sources of news articles appearing in their search results.

Following the approval of the bill, France enacted the revised copyright law in October 2019. On April 9, 2020,
the French authorities concerned with competition ordered Google to enter into negotiations with French media
over usage fees for articles appearing on Google's search service.

In response to the enactment of the revised copyright law in France in October 2019, Google stated that if it
were required to pay usage fees it would no longer show extracts from articles, and has already changed the
way Google News is displayed. Specifically, Google News in France removes "snippets” and only displays
headlines and URLSs.

In response to the order by the French authorities on April 9, 2020, Google stated that it was carefully
examining the contents of the order, but would comply with the decision.

A similar action was previously taken against Google in Germany in 2013. In that case, Google was ultimately
allowed to continue displaying news at no cost. This was because if Google reduced the news it displayed, the
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number of visitors to the sites on which the articles originated also fell.

Close attention should be paid to this latest attempt crack down on Google in France to see how it develops
compared to the previous case in Germany.
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Q&A on Expansion of Related Design System
EEEREFEDILFIEICEYT S Q&A

In April 2020, the Japan Patent Office updated its website with a Q&A on the expansion of the related design
system.

Many parts of the related design system that was enacted on April 1, 2020 can be confusing. The Q&A on the
JPO website is helpful for understanding the complexities of the revised related design system. In future the
Q&A will be updated as necessary in response to questions from users etc.
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Example Questions in the Q&A
On making a design that was applied for before the revisions to the Design Law took effect a principal design:

[Question 2] Is it possible to make a design that was applied for before the revisions to the Design Law took
effect a principal design?

[Question 3] What is the period of duration of right for related designs applied for after the revisions to the
Design Law took effect, but which are based on a principal design applied for before the revisions to the Design
Law took effect?
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Intellelution

Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

Please visit our facebook pages below.

=B EBEEEacebook:

Forti .

:’6ur Legal Strategy Departments based in Osaka and Tokyo provide information
on trademark applications, deS|gn applications, combating counterfeit goods
! ‘etc via Facebook Please view our Facebook page for more details. (58 .
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OuriLegalStrategy DepartmentionjFacebook:

HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
EFEME AHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

QJHIroshlma OfficeJonkacebooks

Our Hiroshima Office’s Facebook page provides useful services for
Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,
with constant IP information updates. Please find us on Facebook.

LEE#HFOFacebooklc T.LERZSE. RUEMIOEREIC
] ﬁﬁﬁt@bh%iﬂﬁﬂ‘ﬁﬁ&!ﬁﬁ%{‘b‘(d’a’)i? FUCHELEEL,

Moremiormatlon#llll:._sbf\

HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK HIROSHIMA OFFICE
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Below are links to further IP information.

BIO IP | ITIP | loT X Al |
Informatlon Information Support Station
I\47I'9EI]HJI'|=¥E ITXAA 5%k IoOTXAIZIB=E
Food & Medical Maior & Emerain ] ]
SUPEgﬂ"ﬁ?ﬁon Eccgnomlc POV?IEI'? TPPL.P. Chapter
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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
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http://design.ip-kenzo.com
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E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky(@harakenzo.com
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OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:
DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI, KITA-KU,

OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI, KITA-KU,
OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

HIROSHIMA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU, HIROSHIMA
730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{zharakenzo.com

NAGOYA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12 HIRAIKE-CHO,
NAKAMURA-KU, NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI
453-6109, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-ngy@harakenzo.com




