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Treatment of procedures affected by new coronavirus infection
OO VAN ARBRREICIYEELTZ(T-FiDERY KL

A state of emergency over new coronavirus infection has been declared in Japan. The basic policies for
countermeasures against infection have been announced, such as hand washing, cough etiquettes, and
avoidance of the following three types of densities: (i) closed spaces (with poor ventilation); (ii) crowded
spaces (with many people nearby); and (iii) close-contact settings (such as close-range conversations).
Guidance has been given to businesses and others.
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In response to the above-mentioned policies for countermeasures, companies are taking measures such as
closing offices and working at home, teleworking, and rotation work.

On the other hand, due to new coronavirus infection or the above-mentioned countermeasures against new
coronavirus infection, there may be cases where applicants cannot proceed before the Japan Patent Office
within the designated period.

Therefore, the JPO has published procedures for cases where procedures cannot be carried out within the
designated period due to the influence of a new coronavirus infection.

Specifically, the published procedures are as follows.

* Extension of the designated period in cases other than trials/appeals pending at the JPO

If applicants are unable to carry out procedures within the designated period and cannot file a request for the
extension of the period, the procedures will be considered to be still valid for a certain period including the
prescribed period for filing the request for extension of the period and a period in which emergency situation
measures shall be implemented.

* Extension of the statutory period

If applicants are unable to carry out certain procedures due to the new coronavirus within the procedural
periods specified by laws or governmental and ministerial ordinances, the applicants can carry out the
procedures only within the relief period.

Usually, applying for relief measures due to "reasons beyond one’s control” or "legitimate reasons"” requires
submitting documentary evidence which proves the "reasons beyond one’s control” or "legitimate reasons".
However, in the case of the new coronavirus, the applicants will not be required to submit any documentary
evidence.

* Extension of the designated period in trial/appeal cases

If appellants are unable to carry out procedures within the designated period in trial/appeal cases due to the
influence of the new coronavirus, the appellants can submit a request for extending the designated period by
submitting a written statement etc. which describes the term of extension the appellants wishes to have and
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specific reasons for requiring the extension.

The above extension of the designated period is carried out ex officio, and so the appellant are not requested to
submit a request for extension of the period and to make payment of fees unlike normal cases of requesting the

extension.

The term of extension is one month at most. However, since the influence of the new coronavirus continues,
appellants can submit again a request for extension of the period if necessary.
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Survey on trends in technologies used in patent applications in FY 2019
2019 R ST R T BN M ER &

The Japan Patent Office (JPO) published the 2019 edition of "Survey on Trends in Technologies used in Patent
Applications,” in which technical themes are selected centering on the state-of-the-art technical fields that have
an impact on the next generation, and trends in technologies used in patent applications are grasped from patent
and paper information on the selected technical themes.

The 10 technical themes selected in the 2019 edition are “electronic component built-in substrate,” "controlled
radical polymerization-related technology,” "welfare equipment,” "V2X communication technology,” "sports-

related technology,”" "maintenance and management technology utilizing 10T of infrastructure facilities," "3D

printers,” "aerospace vehicles,” "materials informatics,” and "image-processing using AL"

The following is an example shown in the survey results. It is an interesting content that reflects recent
technical trends.

» Electronic Component Built-in Substrates: The number of applications filed by Japanese applicants is
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overwhelmingly larger than the number of applications filed by applicants from other countries, indicating that
Japanese companies are superior in terms of product development. However, the number of published papers in
Japan is not high, and universities and research institutes in Germany, the United States, and Taiwan, and
universities and companies in South Korea are high in the number of published papers. Therefore, in Japan,
R&D and joint research, other than product development, are future issues.

* Sports-related technology: The Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games were scheduled to be held in FY 2020,
and the market for sports-related technology is expanding on the aspect of sports watching. In relation to the
above-mentioned sports watching market, VR/AR technologies used in e.g. VR/AR sports watching have
become growing fields with a large increase in the number of patent applications in recent years. The number of
applications for VR/AR technologies by applicants of China and South Korea is larger than that by Japanese
applicants, indicating that China and South Korea are focusing on VR/AR technology. On the other hand, in
Japan, there are many technological accumulations related to "video editing"” and "sound generation". Therefore,
Japan should focus, in the future, on the development of technologies that contribute to the improvement of
sports watching experiences such as VR/AR sports watching, and on the utilization of technologies for
advanced video services such as "video editing” and "sound generation" for which Japan has superiority.

* Aerospace vehicles: In this field, reverse engineering and the exercise of rights are difficult, and thus, in the
past, there has been a tendency to conceal technology without filing a patent application, rather than disclosing
the technology by filing a patent application. However, in recent years, the development of technology by
startup companies and private companies has become increasingly popular, and it has been found that the
number of patent applications filed by private companies, including startup companies, as well as national
organizations, has been on an increasing trend, especially overseas, with regard to technology that needs to be
disclosed to others. Therefore, the survey results indicate that it is important for Japan to reexamine its strategy
in management of intellectual properties "to conceal technology without filing an application rather than
disclosing the technology™ and change the strategy according to necessity.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service LPFrDY—EXEB

Research/Analysis/Patent Map
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‘ We provide services of the highest standard by combining expert knowledge

—cultivated through decades of experience— with unique analytical Click.here for details
capabilities that only a large-scale international IP firm can offer.
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Exploitation of copyrighted work in online classes is now allowed
without permission - compensation-free until the end of FY2020
FTUSAURETOEEMFIANESFETRIEIC. FERAITEE

While schools nationwide are closed due to the spread of new coronavirus infection (COVID-19), the need for
"online classes" through the Internet is rapidly increasing.

Article 35 of the Japanese Copyright Law stipulates that schools may exploit a copyrighted work without
permission from the copyright holder when the work is used in their classes. This stipulation, however, did not
use to allow free exploitation of the work in "online classes™ etc. through the Internet. Even if the work was
printed in a textbook and was essential to conducting a class, the use of the work in an online class, even merely
writing it on a blackboard, had to be licensed by the copyright holder. Therefore, classroom teachers used to
need to search for the copyright holder and request permission in advance on a case-by-case basis.

Under such circumstances, a law partially amending the Copyright Law, which was scheduled to go into effect
in May 2021, was brought into effect ahead of schedule, on April 28 (last month). According to the amended
Copyright Law, a copyrighted work may be used freely without gaining permission from the copyright holder
on a case-by-case basis, provided that the user pays a certain amount of compensation to the copyright holder.
Although the amount of compensation has not yet been determined, a special exception allows for the use of
works without compensation until the end of FY2020.
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Invitation to the Intellectual Property Acceleration Program (IPAS) in FY
2020 Launched
2020 ERBA 7 V5L —230 709 5 L (IPAS) DE &R

On April 30, the JPO has published an invitation to the Intellectual Property Acceleration Program (IPAS) in FY
2020.

IPAS is a program for assisting startup companies in terms of analysis on seeds strategy/exit strategy
appropriate for venture works, construction of intellectual property strategies, protection of intellectual
properties etc. In this program, a mentoring team consisting of intellectual property experts and business
experts, including those with experience in assisting startup companies, are dispatched. The program began in
2018 and will be the third year of the program in this fiscal year.

The mentoring by the above IPAS was carried out for 10 companies in FY 2018 and 15 companies in FY 2019.
The deadline for applying to FY 2020’s invitation is June 7, and 15 companies will be adopted.

Unlike last year, even if an applicant company is rejected as a result of the examination, there will be provided
for four to six applicant companies an opportunity to receive spot mentoring in which experts with experience
and skills that meet the challenges and needs of each company provide advice on the construction of
intellectual property strategies for about 2 hours.

In addition, mentoring may all be done online, depending on the expansion of the new coronavirus.

Target companies in the above IPAS are research and development type startup companies that satisfy the
following requirements (1) to (7):

(1) Being a small and medium-sized company whose principal business falls under the category of the
manufacturing, construction, transportation, or other industries (excluding wholesale, service, and retail
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industries) and satisfies either of the following conditions: the amount of capital or the total amount of

capital contribution is 300 million yen or less and the number of regular employees is 300 or less. Provided,

however, that this shall not apply to cases falling under any of the following (i) to (iii):

(i) When one large company (other than a small and medium-sized company) independently owns or

invests 1/2 or more of the total number of issued shares or the total amount of investment

(if) When two or more large companies own or invest 2/3 or more of the total number of issued shares or

total amount of investment

(iii) In cases where more than half of the officers are concurrently served by officers or employees of a

large company

(2) Major products and services are in the research and development stage.

(3) Researching and developing products and services that utilize new seeds (technologies and ideas) that may
be the subject of industrial property rights (patent rights, utility model rights, design rights, trademark
rights)

(4) Having issues recognized with regard to intellectual property

(5) Not listed on the stock exchange

(6) Having a juridical person in Japan

(7) No involvement with anti-social forces or anything related thereto
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Procedure for seeking application of "exception to lack of novelty of
design" provision
JPO's response to COVID-19 situation
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Any person seeking the application of "exception to lack of novelty of design™ provision, under Article 4(2) of
the Japanese Design Law, needs to submit a certificate (a document proving that the requirements for the
application of the "exception to lack of novelty of design" provision are satisfied) within 30 days from the date
of filing of the design registration application, and the certificate must be accompanied by the applicant's
signature stamp or handwritten signature.

However, due to the spread of new coronavirus infection (COVID-19), the submission of a certificate with a
signature stamp or handwritten signature may be difficult. To address this, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) has
made the following special exception.
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If the applicant cannot place a signature stamp or handwritten signature on a certificate that should be
submitted before 30 days from the date of filing of the design registration application, the applicant is allowed
to submit the certificate without signature stamp or handwritten signature before the deadline.

In so doing, however, the applicant needs to state, in the part where a signature stamp or handwritten signature
should be placed, that the applicant cannot currently place a signature stamp or handwritten signature due to the
spread of COVID-19 and that the applicant will submit a certificate with a signature stamp or handwritten
signature at a later date.

Then, as soon as the certificate with a signature stamp or handwritten signature is ready, the applicant needs to
submit the certificate (original) with the JPO together with a written statement. (Note: Without submission, the
"exception to lack of novelty" provision may not be applied in the examination.)

Alternatively, the applicant may seek a remedy under Article 4(4) of the Japanese Design Law, stating that the
applicant is unable to submit the certificate before the deadline due to the spread of COVID-19.

The remedy not only applies to the foregoing cases where the applicant cannot place a signature stamp or
handwritten signature on the certificate but also applies to cases where the certificate itself cannot be prepared.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

Please visit our facebook pages below.
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:’6ur Legal Strategy Departments based in Osaka and Tokyo provide information
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OuriLegalStrategy DepartmentionjFacebook:

HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
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QJHIroshlma OfficeJonkacebooks

Our Hiroshima Office’s Facebook page provides useful services for
Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,
with constant IP information updates. Please find us on Facebook.
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Below are links to further IP information.
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http://www.harakenzo.com/en/law/
https://www.facebook.com/HARAKENZO.LegalDepartment
https://www.facebook.com/HARAKENZO.Hiroshima
http://www.harakenzo.com/en/bio/
http://www.harakenzo.com/jpn/bio/
http://www.harakenzo.com/en/it/
http://www.harakenzo.com/jpn/it/
http://www.harakenzo.com/en/iot_ai/
http://www.harakenzo.com/jpn/iot_ai/
http://www.harakenzo.com/en/food_medical/
http://www.harakenzo.com/jpn/food_medical/
http://www.harakenzo.com/en/rising_nation/
http://www.harakenzo.com/jpn/rising_nation/
http://www.harakenzo.com/en/tpp/
http://www.harakenzo.com/jpn/tpp/

v
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW

MOKY@OMITG

HARAKENZO)
45th Anniversary in 2021

HARAKE

LTS HLIN

NZO

May 2020
JAPAN

WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky(@harakenzo.com
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OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:
DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI, KITA-KU,

OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI, KITA-KU,
OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

HIROSHIMA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU, HIROSHIMA
730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{zharakenzo.com

NAGOYA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12 HIRAIKE-CHO,
NAKAMURA-KU, NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI
453-6109, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-ngy@harakenzo.com




