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Support Measures / Countermeasures in the Fight Against COVID-19
COVID-19M EIEFRHE(Z[A] [T =32 45 - 2R

COVID-19 continues to spread, with few signs of slowing down.

At the time of writing (July 12, 2020), the daily number of newly confirmed cases around the world has hit a
new record of 230,370. The total number of global cases to date has exceeded 12,550,000, with 560,000 deaths
resulting therefrom.

However, nations, corporations, and universities have been steadily working to advance various support
measures and countermeasures aimed at ending the spread of COVID-109.
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Actions by Nations:

- The G7 have begun considering establishing a "patent pool™ for vaccines and drugs against the novel
coronavirus, with the goal of supplying any newly developed effective vaccines and drugs both cheaply and in
large volume.

Actions by Corporations:

- Establishment of a declaration of support for COVID countermeasures ("Open COVID-19 Declaration™), with
the aim of setting up an environment in Japan that prevents IP from hindering anti-COVID efforts
(https://www.gckyoto.com/covid19).

- At the time of writing (July 12, 2020), 90 entities have made the Open COVID-19 Declaration in Japan,
making 910,686 patents freely available.

- Outside Japan, the "Open COVID Pledge" has been established, with such participants as Facebook, Amazon,
IBM, Microsoft, and HPE. (https://opencovidpledge.org/)

Actions by Universities:

- The Tokyo Institute of Technology has established a "Social Rebooting Technology Initiative", under which
they have commenced a project to make 131 patents freely available.

- Kyoto University has announced that they will make over 4,800 of their patents freely available to help stop
COVID-19.

As the world looks forward to the earliest possible end to the spread of COVID-19, hopefully measures that
facilitate access to relevant technologies —and a corresponding increase in joint research and development— will
lead to new breakthroughs.
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10th "Japan-ASEAN Heads of Intellectual Property Offices Meeting"
HE10E HASEANSSFTRES S

On July 8, 2020, the 10th "Japan-ASEAN Heads of Intellectual Property Offices Meeting" was held between
the JPO and the Patent Offices of ASEAN member nations.

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has been working to improve the IP environment in the
ASEAN region, in accordance with the "ASEAN Intellectual Property Rights Action Plan 2016-2025"
formulated under the framework of the ASEAN Working Group on Intellectual Property Cooperation
(AWGIPC). At the same time, the JPO and the Patent Offices of ASEAN member nations have periodically
held a "Japan-ASEAN Heads of Intellectual Property Offices Meeting" since 2012, building a close cooperative
relationship. Recently, the 10th such meeting was held via videoconference, to further advance IP cooperation
between Japan and other ASEAN members.
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A summary of matters agreed upon at this meeting is as follows:

- Establishment of an "ASEAN-Japan Patent Experts Meeting”, to serve as an opportunity for sharing
information regarding development of patent examination guidelines in the field of emerging technologies, and
on patent translation issues.

- Investigation and research by the Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) into patent
examination systems of each nation in the field of emerging technologies

- Cooperation in accession to the international application systems (Madrid Protocol/Hague Agreement) and
cooperation in operation thereof

- Cooperation in human resource development and management of examination

- Cooperation in IP commercialization and awareness-raising for IP

In addition to the above, in view of the spread of COVID-19, each member nation agreed upon the importance
further advancing cooperation in the field of IP to promote innovation to combat this disease.

Going forward, the JPO intends to continue pursuing and promoting further mutual cooperation with the Patent
Offices of ASEAN member nations.
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Revised Design Act - Report on Applications for Designs under
Newly Expanded Scope of Protection
RERBEEICEDHLGRERRIIODVTOEES FRHFEKR

On July 13, the JPO published on their website a report on the state of applications for designs that fall under
the newly expanded scope of protection, as set forth under Japan's revised Design Act (which came into effect
on April 1, 2020). This report provides the number of applications for images, buildings, and interiors
(categories which were newly made subject to protection) as follows. (Representing information available as of
July 1).

Number of Design Registration Applications

Images: 239
Buildings: 133
Interiors: 98

(Source JPO website, "Revised Design Act - Report on Applications for Designs under Newly Expanded Scope
of Protection™)

Ratio of Applications for "Images", "Buildings", and "Interiors"

As shown above, applications for images had the highest number at 239 (approx. 51%), accounting for about
half of applications in these new categories. Applications for buildings came in second at 133 (approx. 28%),
followed by interiors at 98 (approx. 21%). The combined total for all three categories was 470. (N.B.: These
numbers do not include international design registration applications under the Geneva Act of the Hague
Agreement.)

Ratio of New Category Applications to Total Applications

The total number of design applications in Japan for the same period is unclear, since it has not been published
yet (the total number for April 2020 was 2,598). However, given that the average monthly number of
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applications in the preceding year was approximately 2,390, then assuming a similar number for this year
provides a rough estimate of approximately 6.6% of design applications being under the newly protected
categories, in the three-month period since the revisions have come into effect.

In future issues of this newsletter, we will continue to examine trends in design applications falling under these
newly protected categories.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service LFADYT—EXBAN

Geographical Indication Protection Consultation
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‘ We provide services of the highest standard by combining expert knowledge

—cultivated through decades of experience— with unique analytical
capabilities that only a large-scale international IP firm can offer.
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PPH Portal
PPHAR—%)L

Twice a year, the JPO publishes PPH-related statistical data (such as the number of PPH requests and grant rate)
that it has collected from various offices implementing the PPH. These statistics can be found at the following
site:

https://www.]po.go.jp/e/toppage/pph-portal/

The published data is divided into two main categories: (i) the number of PPH requests, and (ii) statistical data
on examination.

Regarding the data on the number of PPH requests, users can select a patent office of interest to view (a) the
number of PPH requests in which the selected office is the "Office of Earlier Examination” ("OEE"), and (b)
the number of PPH requests for which the selected office is the "Office of Later Examination™ ("OLE").

For example, if the user selects the JPO as the office of interest, they will see that in 2019, for the number of
PPH requests with the JPO as the OEE, the top three offices were the CNIPA, USPTO, and JPO, whereas for
the number of PPH requests with the JPO as the OLE, the top three offices were the JPO, USPTO, and EPO.

Regarding the statistical data on examination, users can find information such as the following for each office:
grant rate, first action allowance rate, average pendency (in months) from PPH request to first action, average
pendency (in months) from PPH request to final decision, and average number of office actions.

Effective use of this data can facilitate the strategic use of the PPH to expedite a grant of patent.
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New JPO Webpage Regarding 2019 Revision of the Design Act
SN FEEEARERFRY MO

The JPO has added to their official website a special page specifically for providing information on the 2019
revision of the Design Act in Japan, which came into effect on April 1, 2020. This new webpage covers a wide
variety of topics, from detailed information on applications and examination for use in actual practice, to easy-
to-understand information for persons who are unfamiliar with the Design Act. For details, please visit the URL
below.

Already two months have passed since the revised Design Act has come into effect, and design applications
have been gradually increasing in number. It seems that the expansion of scope of registrable designs has
already begun to have an effect.

URL (Currently Japanese only):
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/design/gaiyo/seidogaiyo/isyou kaisei 2019.html
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

Please visit our facebook pages below.

=B EBEEEacebook:

Forti .

:’6ur Legal Strategy Departments based in Osaka and Tokyo provide information
on trademark applications, deS|gn applications, combating counterfeit goods
! ‘etc via Facebook Please view our Facebook page for more details. (58 .
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OuriLegalStrategy DepartmentionjFacebook:

HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
EFEME AHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

QJHIroshlma OfficeJonkacebooks

Our Hiroshima Office’s Facebook page provides useful services for
Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,
with constant IP information updates. Please find us on Facebook.
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HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK HIROSHIMA OFFICE
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Below are links to further IP information.

BIO IP | ITIP | loT X Al |
Informatlon Information Support Station
I\47I'9EI]HJI'|=¥E ITXAA 5%k IoOTXAIZIB=E
Food & Medical Maior & Emerain ] ]
SUPEgﬂ"ﬁ?ﬁon Eccgnomlc POV?IEI'? TPPL.P. Chapter
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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky(@harakenzo.com
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OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:
DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI, KITA-KU,

OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI, KITA-KU,
OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

HIROSHIMA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU, HIROSHIMA
730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{zharakenzo.com

NAGOYA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12 HIRAIKE-CHO,
NAKAMURA-KU, NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI
453-6109, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-ngy@harakenzo.com






