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2020 Nobel Prize
2020F£E / —NIVE

Announcement of the 2020 Nobel Prizes were made from October 5 to
12. The prize in physiology or medicine was first announced, which was
awarded to Harvey J. Alter (US National Institutes of Health), Charles M.
Rice (Rockefeller University in US), and Michael Houghton (Alberta
University in Canada) for the discovery of the Hepatitis C virus. There
are a large number of Hepatitis C patients worldwide. The discovery of
the Hepatitis C virus has greatly contributed to prevention of spread of
Hepatitis C and development of antiviral drugs directed at Hepatitis C.
The prize was awarded for this great contribution.

The prize in chemistry was awarded to Jennifer A. Doudna (University of
California, Berkeley) and Emmanuelle Charpentier (Max Plank Unit for
the Science of Pathogens, Germany) who developed the genome editing
technology called CRISPER/Cas9. This is a technology capable of
modifying genes easily, with high precision, and in a short time, and had
been almost yearly nominated for the Nobel Prize. This is a
revolutionary technology applicable to various industrial fields such as
agriculture, medicine, and animal husbandry.
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On the other hand, patent disputes for CRISPER/Cas9 have been
ongoing between University of California, Berkeley, to which Ms.
Doudna belongs and the Broad Institute in US. Nobel laureates are not
necessarily advantageous in patent disputes, and so it will be attracting
attentions to which side the patents related to this technology will be
granted.
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The JPO has been holding a Nobel-Prize-related patent exhibition titled
"Nobel Prizes and Patents" from September 28, featuring Japanese
Nobel Prize laureates who have acquired patents in Japan for their

inventions.
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We provide services of the highest standard by combining expert knowledge

—cultivated through decades of experience— with unique analytical Click.here for.details
capabilities that only a large-scale international IP firm can offer.
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JPO Announces Complete Electronic Filings
BEFTFRiEDE T

On October 2, the JPO announced that it would make all patent and
trademark-related filings available online. There are approximately 800
kinds of patent and trademark-related filings the JPO receives. The JPO
receives approximately 3.1 million filings per year from companies,

organizations, and individuals.

The JPO has leadingly proceeded with electronic filings among patent
offices worldwide, and has already made approximately 300 types of
major filings such as patent applications (approximately 90% of all
filings) available online. On the other hand, approximately 500 types of
remaining filings (approximately 10% of all filings) have not yet been
available online due to the necessity of strict verification of identity etc.

It is expected that making all the filings available online would make the

procedures easier and enable teleworking persons present away from

offices, who are increasing in number due to the current circumferences,

to easily make filings.

According to the JPO, the method for electronic filings and the date of
transition to electronic filings will be decided within this year.
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Revised Design Act - Report on Applications for Designs under
Newly Expanded Scope of Protection - Part Il
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On October 8, the JPO published on their website a report on the state
of applications for designs that fall under the newly expanded scope of
protection, as set forth under Japan's revised Design Act (which came
into effect on April 1, 2020). This report provides the number of
applications for images, buildings, and interiors (categories which were
newly made subject to protection) as follows. (Representing information

available as of October 1).

Number of Design Registration Applications

Images: 450
Buildings: 204
Interiors: 132

(Source: JPO website)

On the other hand, the number of applications for images, buildings,

and interiors as of July 1 is as follows.

Number of Design Registration Applications

Images: 239
Buildings: 133
Interiors: 98

(Source: JPO website)

Comparison of the number of applications as of October 1 with the

number of applications as of July 1 shows as follows.

Number of Design Registration Applications from July 2 to October 1

Images: 211
Buildings: 71
Interiors: 34

The above results show that the design registration applications have
been filed steadily during three months from July 2, although the
increase rate of the applications during that period is a bit slower than
that during three months from April 1 to July 1.

10 A8 FIZHF#F/THPIC, SOEEIETE (R FI24E4 7 1 B HidT) (23S <Hira
TR BRI HOWTHBDIR A ARSI, ZHUCK DL iR Rt L
feoro TG TR ) TN OFIRICOWT, HEEAEEIILL T o L3y
TH%(10H 1 H R R THASF ATREZRB DITIRD) o

[LFES HE &
BEIEBHEHREMAK 450 204 132

R ITHPXD

INAETH1 BRSO HEEE i A L.

netef) » HARAKENZO more”




Newsletter

November 2020
JAPAN

Novel Coronavirus and Patents
FEIOOFT AV R EEFEF

7H 1 B EES O HFEE
T} HEY) PRk
BB Fat 239 133 98
¥ FHPXY
TH2A5104 1 B £To H R
<211
Y T1
<NEE: 34

E720 TA2B B30 A MO HEEOHEIAY —RIX, 45 1H)HD30 H [#]
EHEZL T, R EL TWDH 0D | IEFIZ A SV TV D EH72,

Novel coronavirus is raging worldwide. In Europa, once the coronavirus
seemed likely to be contained, but the number of persons infected with
the coronavirus has been increasing rapidly from September and
October, and some countries and regions have strengthened regulations
again. In North and South Americas and South Asia, the number of
infected persons has been increasing as before. It still seems to take a

time to stamp out the coronavirus.

Under such circumferences, a patent infringement lawsuit was filed
against a coronavirus therapeutic drug named "REGN-COV2", which is
known to be used in treatment of US President Donald Trump infected

with the coronavirus.

The company which filed a lawsuit is Allele Biotechnology and
Pharmaceuticals Inc. in US, claiming that while Regeneron
Pharmaceuticals in US was developing a coronavirus therapeutic drug
(antibody cocktail) "REGN-COV2", Regeneron Pharmaceuticals infringed
the patents for the fluorescent protein "mNeonGreen" owned by Allele.
Allele also filed lawsuits against Pfizer in US and Biotech in Germany for

the same grounds.

On the other hand, in development of vaccines and therapeutic drugs
for the coronavirus, there is an opposite trend of allowing patents to be
used for free and not executing the patent rights, such as "IP Open
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Access Declaration against COVID-19" in Japan and "Open COVID BERTED  FERFHEDLRELFIF D37 R THEL W, ZHUSHE S A7 00 i 23
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The balance between protection and use of patent rights has been
considered difficult to take. This problem would be further complicated
when social aspects must be taken in consideration. It is desired that
effective vaccines and therapeutic drugs are developed as soon as
possible and infection of the coronavirus is stamped out.

B aaF A VAP AR D TUND, W T2 AR ELNT 72RO T,
9H | 10 A EDIEYFEH S | FFOBIHI AR b3 2 F - Huld HT& T
Wb, Fo, mk, ALk, T YT TIIMAE DL TR E B 2 TEY, &
BTN TR BRI E 7B TH 5,

ZOIHF R KKREEON T RRan A VARG, =D
TR OB SRR L C B R Eodanigiisns v
IHEIENEZ o7,

FRIAEIRILLIZDI, KTV VAT 7 a—4t, Bihid, b7 RO
RIS LSS, KV = xua 4RI LT aa 7 A L AR 3E
(BB 277 0 TREGN-COV2 ) DBIF@ T, HHRAE OE T RIE
ImNeonGreen | \IZBA T DRFFHEA IR BELICEEIE, KT LIV AT /1
U—thiE KT A —RE e A Ty K LT RIERO B TRR AR
AL TB,

— . BRTOICOVIDR R E S 1. S TD I Open COVID
Pledge | DIHIZ, 2 FTANADT 7T GO BRICB T, FFafrs
BRI L  BFFFHERATL 2V e DB XL DD,

Intelle@ » HARAKENZ(Q more »




Newsletter

November 2020
JAPAN

Revised Copyright Act Partly Came into Effect on October 1
WIEEREE- 1081 BHE1TH

The Revised Copyright Act passed the 201th Ordinary Diet session on
June 5, and was promulgated as Law No. 48 of 2020 on June 12.

Among the revisions, the following have come into effect on October 1.

Countermeasure against leech sites
- Establishment and operation of leech sites shall be the subject of

criminal penalties.
- Pasting hyperlinks of infringing contents at leech sites etc. is
considered as infringement of copyrights etc., and shall be the subject of

civil and criminal liabilities.

Expansion of scope of restriction of rights related to accidently being

taken in photos
- The scope of restriction or rights will be expanded, such as inclusion of

live streams and screen shots.

Improvement in provision on restriction of rights related to

administrative procedures

- Copy of documents etc. was admitted in patent examination
procedures etc. under the Copyright Act before the revisions. Copy of
documents etc. is now admitted not only in patent examination
procedures etc. but also in examination of geographical indication and
plant varieties under the Plant Variety Protection and Seed Act, and the

ordinance of the cabinet can add similar procedures.

Introduction of counter system related to rights of using works

- Licensees have rights of using works etc. by agreement of copyright
holders etc. In order to enable licensees to continue to use the works
when the copyrights are transferred to other persons, this system is
introduced to enable the licensees to counter the assignees.

The revisions other than the above will come into effect on January 1,
2021.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general
information on the field of intellectual property, and that the description
here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

Below are links to further IP information.

Please visit our facebook pages below.

BIO IP ITIP loT X Al
Information Information Support Station
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Food & Medical Major & Emerging
s,,p‘,‘,:-‘,';“set?ﬁo., Economic Powers TPP I.P. Chapter
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QurjlegallStrategy/DepartmentionjFacebook
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Your Leg_EI Strategy Departmenls based in Osaka and Tokyo provideﬁhfo‘rmation‘_
f_ on trademark applications, deS|gn applications, combating counterfeit goods
S etc.via Facebook Please view our Facebook pagefor more details. jq
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HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
EF A AHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

Our Hiroshima Office's Facebook page provides useful services for
Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,
with constant IP information updates. Please find us on Facebook.
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HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK HIROSHIMA OFFICE
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