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TOPICS

Promotion of Open Innovation
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Promotion of Open Innovation
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"Open innovation" is defined as "a method of developing innovative
products and services by incorporating new technologies from the

New System for Preventing Spread of outside," or simply, "corporate collaboration."

Misinformation

1AIBHRILES LE D fe b DF T a1+ Rather than trying to respond to changes in market needs and

diversification of customer needs solely through in-house research and
A Trademark System Suitable for During-coronavirus and Post- development, it may be better to collaborate with others so as to
coronavirus Eras respond to changes in market needs and diversification of customer
74 XAOF/RRX b 2OFERICEIT HEEREDEY AICDWNT needs faster and more efficiently. In addition, it may be better to

collaborate with others than to try to realize one's own innovative
World Ranking of Patent Holders technology as a product/service or to develop one's own innovative
HRDKFETEE product/service using only one's own resources from the viewpoint of a

possibility that products/services can be realized faster and made more
Sorting out Copyright Issues in Relation to Cosplay efficiently, and products/services can also be developed on a larger
ORTLDEIFIE EVEREAEEAN scale and faster.

However, although the merit of cooperation with others is large, it
cannot be said that the risk is small.
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Under the circumstances, attention is increasing to contracts as means
for controlling risks associated with collaboration. For example, in
addition to secrecy agreements and license agreements that have been
common in the past, various IP agreements such as Proof of Concept
(PoC) agreements, data joint use agreements, and joint research and
development agreements are utilized in attempts to control the risks
associated with collaboration while enjoying the benefits of

collaboration.
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New System for Preventing Spread of Misinformation
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On January 25, 2021, Twitter Inc. announced that they had test-
introduced a new system called "Birdwatch" as a measure to prevent the

spread of misinformation.

The spread of misinformation on social networks has been a problem in
Japan as well as other countries. Under the circumstances, attention is
being focused on whether the introduction of the system by Twitter Inc.

will be successful.

"Birdwatch" is a system that allows general users to write notes on posts
that they consider false and explain what the problem is. However, since
the "Birdwatch" is operated on a dedicated site separate from Twitter,
Twitter viewers cannot see the notes unless they go to the "Birdwatch"
site. It is also reported that participants in the "Birdwatch" can mutually
evaluate the notes.

According to Twitter Inc., they are aiming to, in the end, enable Twitter
viewers around the world to see posts and notes via direct links

between the posts and the notes.

Legislation for the prevention of the spread of misinformation is being
considered in each country. As such, the system is attracting attention

from both technical and legal perspectives.
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A Trademark System Suitable for During-coronavirus and Post-
coronavirus Eras
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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our lifestyle and business style have
been significantly changed. The Intellectual Property Committee of the
Industrial Structure Council held a meeting to discuss problems with the
trademark system that have become evident along with the change. The
report of the meeting appears in the website of the Japan Patent Office
(for the details, please visit the URL below).

According to the report, cross-border trade in counterfeit goods has
long been a problem, and transactions in which overseas merchants sell
and ship a small number of counterfeit goods directly to domestic
individuals by mail, etc. have been dramatically increasing. Since such
counterfeit goods are "imported” by domestic individuals, the goods do
not constitute an infringement of a trademark right, and thus are not
subject to seizure. This results in the need for restriction on "import of
counterfeit goods for personal use". Other industrial property rights are
encountering the same problem; therefore, the problem needs to be
discussed carefully for the time being.

In the light of the recent change in the form of licenses, the Patent
System Subcommittee of the Intellectual Property Committee discussed
whether the consent of a non-exclusive licensee should be required in a
case of abandonment of a patent right. In addition, how to deal with the
issue under the Japanese Trademark Law was reportedly discussed.
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According to the report, the committee continues discussions to reform # S MURL
the trademark system in accordance with the new business environment, https://www.ipo.go.ip/resources/shingikai/sangyo—
taking social situations and users' opinions into consideration and kouzou/shousai/tokkyo_shoi/210208 with—covid19.html

referencing the directions taken by foreign countries.
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World Ranking of Patent Holders
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On January 22, 2021, IFI CLAIMS Patent Services in U.S. published the
top 250 ranking of patent holders in the world.

Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. is ranked 1st, followed by International
Business Machines Corporation (IBM) in 2nd, Canon Inc. in 3rd,
Microsoft Corporation in 4th, and Robert Bosch GmbH in 5th.

The latter half of the top 10 includes Panasonic Corporation, LG
Electronics Inc., General Electric Company, Intel Corporation, and

Siemens AG in this order.

From the People's Republic of China, 8 companies and institutes in total
are ranked in the top 250 ranking. Huawei Technologies Co. Ltd. is
ranked 24th, BOE Technology Group Co., Ltd. 57th, Lenovo Group Ltd.
82th, TCL Corporation 91th, ZTE Corporation 107th, Tsinghua
University 215th, and Tencent Holdings Ltd. 218th.

Japanese companies after the top 10 include Toyota Motor Corporation
ranked 11th, Sony Corporation 12th, and Hitachi Ltd. 15th.

Other noteworthy companies include Qualcomm Inc. ranked 15th,
Nokia Corporation 18th, and Apple Inc. 20th.
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Sorting out Copyright Issues in Relation to Cosplay
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In a press conference, Minister of State for Expo Mr. Inoue, who is in
charge of the "Cool Japan" strategy, said that there were voices of
concern for copyright-related legal issues that may be raised in relation
to "cosplay", which is an act of dressing up as a character from anime
etc., and expressed his views to sort out the issues by the end of the
current fiscal year. This is aimed to set up rules to prevent copyright
troubles that may be caused by cosplaying.

Regarding "cosplay"’, Minister Inoue said, "The number of fans is
increasing both in Japan and abroad, and thus cosplay is an important
pop culture from the viewpoint of Cool Japan strategy. To further boost
the cosplay culture, it is important to create an environment where
persons concerned can enjoy cosplay with security."

The Japanese government announced that it has been trying to gain an
understanding of the current circumstances by, for example, conducting
hearings with parties concerned, such as creators, and that it would sort
out issues by the end of the fiscal year. It seems that the government is
not planning to revise the copyright law for now, but is planning to
promote enlightenment by, for example, clarifying cases where
copyright royalties may be required.
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Please visit our facebook pages below.

QurLleqalfStrateqyDepartmention|Facebooks
ERBEEEacebooki

YOur Legal Strategy Departments based in Osaka and Tokyo provide information’
BN DBINIRYN LAWYERS *on trademark applications, design applications, combating counterfeit goods
P BTN INTE  Intellelution ! etc. via Facebook Please view our Facebook page | for more details. J‘*_j
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general
information on the field of intellectual property, and that the description
here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

Our Hiroshima Office's Facebook page provides useful services for
Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,

Below are links to further IP information. __with constant IPinformation updates. Please find us on Facebook. _
[LEE#PRDFacebooklc T LEREESG, WOEMIFEOERKIC
, . loT X Al BRLBONBARERERBERELTHVET. COTAREL, I
BlOIP Informatlon DX . ITIP |nf0|'mat|0n support Station e Moresinformationeu iS5 -
INA A A TS 3R DX, IT184 1538 IOTXAIZIBE HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK HIROSHIMA OFFICE
y REr % E AHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK R E#Pr
Food & Medical Major & Emerging
5up§2i{“s‘i‘a"t.on Economic Powers TPP IP Chapter
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