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International Intellectual Property Symposium on WIPO GREEN
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On June 18, 2021, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) held the "International
Symposium on Intellectual Property -Initiatives to Solve Environmental
Issues through WIPO GREEN-" in the form of an online conference.

In recent years, environmental issues including global warming have
become major problems on a global scale. Under such circumstances,
WIPO GREEN was established by WIPO in 2013 as part of efforts to
promote the utilization of green technologies.

WIPO GREEN is a platform that promotes the utilization of green
technologies around the world by making matches between seekers and
providers of green technologies through online database and local
activities. Currently, WIPO GREEN database is used by more than 1,700
users from all over the world, and the activities of WIPO GREEN are
supported by more than 120 organizations.

At this symposium, under the theme of "Challenges and Future
Development of WIPO GREEN", the initiatives, current situation,
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challenges, and future development of WIPO GREEN were discussed
from various practical perspectives.

The archive video of the symposium is available in four languages
(Japanese, English, Chinese, and Korean languages) on the JPO Channel
on YouTube.

https://www.jpo.go jp/news/ugoki/202106/2021062201 .html
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The 14th IP5 Heads of Office Meeting
B14RIAAKRFEATRERE

On June 23, 2021, the 14th IP5 Heads of Offices Meeting was held via
video conference, bringing together the heads of the five intellectual
property (IP) offices, namely the Japan Patent Office (JPO), the United
States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), the European Patent
Office (EPO), the China National Intellectual Property Administration
(CNIPA), and the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO) (the "IP5
Offices"). At the meeting, the heads agreed on a work roadmap on
cooperation in the fields of new emerging technologies (NET) and
artificial intelligence (Al), and on the launch of new projects aiming to
harmonize patent prosecution practices. In addition, they exchanged
views on various areas of future IP5 cooperation with an eye on the
post COVID-19 era and the role of IP rights in solving social issues. The

overview is as follows.

(1) Work roadmap on cooperation in the fields of NET and Al

- Agreed on the work roadmap on cooperation in the fields of NET and
Al With this, improvements are expected to be achieved in the following
areas: predictability, when users intend to acquire rights to NET/AI
inventions in multiple countries; efficiency and quality of services
provided by the offices based on utilizing NET/AL and timeliness and
accuracy of services provided to users.

(2) Launch of new projects on harmonizing patent prosecution practices
- Agreed to launch a project aiming to harmonize requirements such as

the size and color/monochrome of patent drawings.
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- Agreed to launch a project aiming to, for example, harmonize the forms
of documents used to transfer patent rights.

(3) Future IP5 cooperation with an eye on the post COVID-19 era

- Reaffirmed the importance of improving user convenience by further
digitizing operating procedures and expanding online communication
between examiners and applicants.

(4) Role of IP rights in solving social issues

- Shared information on their respective initiatives towards solving
social issues, reaffirming the fact that IP rights play a key role in solving
such issues.

- Shared the importance of disseminating information on how IP rights
contribute to solving social issues and how to raise public awareness of
IP.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service LAY —EREBN

Semiconductor Circuit Layout(Mask Work) Consulitation
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We provide services of the highest standard by combining expert knowledge
—cultivated through decades of experience— with unique analytical Click here for details

capabilities that only a large-scale international IP firm can offer.
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On July 13, 2021, the Japan Patent Attorneys Association held a
briefing session on "the Act on the Partial Revision of the Patent Act and
Other Acts" (promulgation date: May 21, 2021, enforcement date:
within one and a half years from the promulgation date). This revision is
to strengthen the measures etc. against the influx of counterfeit
products from overseas, and the definition of "import" in the Trademark
Act and the Design Act was updated. As a result, there is a possibility
that measures against counterfeit products can be more effectively
taken at the border than before the revision.

In recent years, online shopping etc. have become widespread, and not
only import of counterfeit products, such as fake brand products, by
businesses but also import of counterfeit products in which overseas
businesses send fake brand products directly to individuals has been

increasing rapidly.

The customs do "approval procedures" to determine whether imported
products infringe intellectual properties, and if they determine that
imported products infringe intellectual properties, they confiscate and
prohibit the imported product at the border. However, the approval
procedures are done for cargo that is imported by businesses such as
companies, and are not done for cargo that is imported by importers
"within the scope of personal use". This has been the cause of the
increase in case in which counterfeit products pass through the customs.

In order to prevent such import of counterfeit products for "personal

use", the "definition of import", which had not existed in the Trademark
Act and the Design Act, was added. The Trademark Act stipulates that
"in this Act, the act of import shall include the act in which someone in a
foreign country has anyone else bring a good into Japan from the
foreign country" (Article 2(7) of the Trademark Act). The Design Act
stipulates, as the definition of "import", "including the act in which
someone in a foreign country has anyone else bring a good into Japan

from the foreign country” (Article 2(2)(i) of the Design Act).

Due to the above revision of the Acts, the act of sending counterfeit
goods from overseas into Japan is regarded as "the act of import from
overseas businesses (Who sent counterfeit goods)" at the time when the
counterfeit goods arrive at the customs, and even if the insistence on
"import for personal use" is made, there is a high possibility that it can

be recognized as the act of infringing intellectual properties.
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mMRNA vaccine
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Various vaccines such as inactivated vaccine, viral vector vaccine, DNA
vaccine, RNA vaccine, etc. have been developed as vaccines for the new
corona virus. Among those, the "mRNA vaccine" provided by BioNTech
(Germany), Pfizer (USA), Moderna (USA), etc. is a new type of vaccine
that is different from the conventional ones, and is incorporated with

many technological achievements so far.

As an example of technology related to mRNA vaccine, in order to solve
the problem that mRNA is an unstable substance that is easily degraded,
stability is achieved by adding a Cap structure to the end of mRNA or
including mRNA inside lipid nanoparticles. In addition, in order to deal
with the problem that mRNA is recognized as a foreign substance when
administered into the body, and causes an inflammatory reaction, a part
of the constituents of mRNA is replaced with another substance so that
mRNA would not be recognized as a foreign substance and the amount

of target protein (antigen) produced in the cells is increased.

The above is just one example of the technology that supports mRNA
vaccines, but the advantage of this technology is that design can be
prepared speedily and the desired product (intended protein) can be
rapidly produced at the intended site in the body.

Therefore, the mRNA vaccine is not only effective as a countermeasure

against a pandemic caused by a new virus that may occur in the future,
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but also expected to be applied to a wide range of diseases such as
cancers and neurological diseases as a drug that replaces (or
complements) a low-molecular weight compound or antibody drug.
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Intellectual Property Promotion Plan

- On Establishment of System for Centrally Managing Copyrights -
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On July 13, 2021, the Intellectual Property Strategy Headquarters of
the Japanese government published "Intellectual Property Promotion
Plan" of the year 2021, officially announcing that it would work to
establish a system for centrally managing copyrights to allow visual
content produced in the past to be easily distributed online.

Under the current framework, when distributing past TV programs or
the like online, it is necessary to obtain permission from the copyright
holder for the photos and music used in the programs.

The new system is designed to offer a mechanism in which corporations
and individuals can distribute such visual content online by paying a
copyright fee to a government-approved management organization. This
will enable distribution of content that was created a long time ago as
well as handling of content that is currently not distributable because it
is no longer possible to contact its copyright holder.

The headquarters will also work to develop rules on handling of data.

* Reference URL

Homepage of Intellectual Property Strategy Headquarters at Prime
Minister's Office of Japan

https://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/singi/titeki2/
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We have an official Facebook page where we post helpful information’gathered from

our offices in Osaka, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagoya. m /

Onithis page, we pubhsh avariety of information, such as thejlatest] developments m
1
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general
information on the field of intellectual property, and that the description
here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

. . . WP E#EAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
Below are links to further IP information.
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