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Collaboration between JPO and WIPO Japan Office
K551 T & WIPO B ARNSEFEPR & DiEHE

The Japan Patent Office (JPO) has been working with the WIPO Japan
Office (opened in Tokyo in 2006), which is one of the external offices of

the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), to carry out
Co_llaboration bEtweerlJPO E{nd WIPO Japan Office various activities for improving the convenience of the intellectual
FEEFT E WIPOBASE P& DEH

property system. Some of these activities are introduced below.

Information Dissemination in IP Week <Support for users of international application system>
IP WeeklTH 1 BIEHRFEE - The JPO, in cooperation with the WIPO Japan Office, provides
explanations on the international application system based on the latest
Effective dates of "Act for Partial Amendment to the Patent Act information at intellectual property rights system explanatory meetings
and Other Acts" (for practitioners), etc.
MFETESFD—8RZIE T 275121 DOE{TEAR - The JPO has been working with the WIPO Japan Office to disseminate

the international application system by, for example, responding to

Latest Trends in Business-Related Inventions inquiries in Japanese and listening to the needs of individual companies.

£ X A EERBADRFENE

<Cooperation to developing countries>
- The trust fund "Funds-in-Trust Japan Industrial Property Global (FIT
Japan IP Global)" was established based on the voluntary contribution of
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the JPO to WIPO.

- For 34 years since the establishment of FIT Japan IP Global, the JPO
has contributed a total of approximately 85 million CHF and has
provided support to more than 80 countries.

- Through FIT Japan IP Global, the JPO has supported the activities
carried out by the WIPO Japan Office, such as provision of information
to developing countries through, for example, the IP Advantage
database (database of intellectual property utilization cases), and
fostering of human resources in the IP field in developing countries
through workshops, etc. The JPO also has cooperated in, for example,
the formulation of training programs.

<WIPO GREEN>
- The JPO became a partner of WIPO GREEN in February 2020, and has
carried out activities to popularize WIPO GREEN and increase WIPO
GREEN partners in Japan, in cooperation with the WIPO Japan Office,
which has been working to popularize WIPO GREEN for many years.
- As of the end of August 2021, more than 6,800 environmental
technologies, needs and experts registered WIPO GREEN, and more than
120 partners from all over the world joined WIPO GREEN.
- As of the end of August 2021, the number of WIPO GREEN partners in
Japan reached 31 institutions and organizations. This is the largest
number of participants in the world.
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Information Dissemination in IP Week
IP WeeklZ & 1F B1ERFEE

In an event (IP Week) organized by the Intellectual Property Office of
Singapore (IPOS) and held on August 24, 2021, the Commissioner of the
Japan Patent Office (JPO) presented JPO's efforts to many overseas
participants related to intellectual properties.

In recent years, IP Week has been attended by IP-related persons from
over 40 countries, and has served as a place for exchange among the IP-

related persons around the world. In the keynote session of the IP Week,

the Commissioner of the JPO mainly presented the following JPO's
approaches.

- Actively support the Intellectual Property Mix Strategy (IP Mix) that

comprehensively uses patents, designs, and trademarks, by, for example,

conducting examinations called "Collective Examination for IP Portfolio
Supporting Business Strategy".

- Grant high quality patents quickly, and achieve a period until final
disposition of 15 months and a user satisfaction rate of 97%.

- Make it possible to obtain patents within 2.5 months on average by
use of the super-accelerated examination system.

- Make it possible to obtain patents quickly in 46 countries (the world
largest number of countries), by use of PPH based on the JPO's
examination results.

- Dispatch experts to startups and universities to contribute to building
a strong IP ecosystem.

By strengthening information dissemination overseas, it is expected that
information will be shared closely with overseas [P-related persons and

be reflected in user-friendly measures.
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On September 14, 2021, a cabinet order was passed by the Cabinet to
set the effective dates of the "Act for Partial Amendment to the Patent
Act and Other Acts" enacted at the 204th ordinary session of the Diet.
The outline and effective date of each revised Act are as follows.

*The Acts are abbreviated as follows: Patent Act (Patent), Utility Model
Act (Utility), Design Act (Design), Trademark Act (Trademark), Act on
Special Provisions to the Procedure, etc. Relating to an Industrial
Property Right (Industrial), Act on International Applications, etc.
Pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty (International), Patent

Attorney Act (Attorney).

(1) Establishment of procedures such as digitization in response to the
spread of new coronavirus infection

-In regard to oral proceedings for trials, etc., at the discretion of the
chief trial examiner, the parties, etc. may carry out the procedures using
the web conferencing system without appearing in the trial court.
[Patent/Utility/Design/Trademark] (Effective date: October 1, 2021)

- In regard to the payment method of patent fees, etc., advance payment

by bank transfer, etc. is available (abolition of advance payment by
revenue stamp) and credit card payment at the counter is available.
[Industrial] (Effective date: October 1, 2021 for advance payment by

bank transfer, etc.; April 1, 2022 for credit card payment, etc. at the

counter)

- The procedures for notification of registration decision, etc. of

international design application are simplified, e.g., electronic sending
through the international organization is available instead of mailing
(which may be suspended when an infectious disease spreads). [Design]
(Effective date: October 1, 2021. *For international trademark

application procedures, the effective date is the date specified by a
cabinet order within two years from the date of promulgation, and the
effective date will be fixed in the future.)

- If the fee payment period has expired due to the spread of infectious
diseases or disasters, the payment of the surcharge would be exempted
within the appropriate period. [Patent/Utility/Design/Trademark]
(Effective date: October 1, 2021)

(2) Review of rights protection in response to changes in corporate
behavior due to progress in digitalization, etc.

- Corresponding to the complication of the license form of rights due to
the progress of digital technology, the consent of the non-exclusive
licensee (licensed person) for correction of rights, etc. is not required.
[Patent/Utility/Design] (Effective date: April 1, 2022)

(3) Strengthening the foundation of the intellectual property system

- A system in which a court can widely invite opinions from third parties
in patent infringement lawsuits is introduced, and patent attorneys can
respond to consultations under this system. [Patent/Utility/Attorney]
(Effective date: April 1, 2022)

- The fee structures for patent fees, etc. are reviewed in order to secure
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the balance of income and expenditure in response to the increase in
examination burden and the digitization of procedures.
[Patent/Utility/Design/Trademark/International] (Effective date: April 1,
2022

- In regard to the patent attorney system, services such as consultation

on intellectual property rights related to agriculture, forestry and
fisheries (new species of plants, geographical indications) are added as
services that can be performed under the name of patent attorney, and
measures such as change of corporate name and introduction of a one-
person corporation system are taken. [Attorney| (Effective date: April 1,
2022
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Latest Trends in Business-Related Inventions DAL C L 20004EHE 17 B A CH T — A7 p o7, Z 0% . 20004E%
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o, MBI, HETO S ZHEL TOD5 (20184 D i
BT ER) . — 7 KIE O HFEFFEIT, 2014F D Alice IR LUK, B2 1A
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On August 30th, 2021, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) announced the

latest developments in business-related inventions.

Japan experienced a boom of business-related inventions around the
year 2000, triggered by court decisions and trials in the United States
over patents related to business methods. After peaking in 2000, the
number of applications for business-related inventions declined until
touching bottom in 2011, and has tended to increase since then.
Particularly in recent years, the number has been increasing year by
year, reflecting the development of new technologies such as IoT
(Internet of Things) and Al (Artificial Intelligence).

Outside Japan, China is experiencing a rapid increase in the number of
applications for business-related inventions, which exceeded 50,000 in
2018. Meanwhile, the number has tended to decline in the United States,
partly because it has become difficult to obtain a patent for a business-
related invention since the Alice decision in 2014. Europe has the
smallest number among the five major patent offices, likely affected by

the strict standards of the European Patent Office in judgment of Introdwetion to Our Eltns Service LFRDH—ERER
inventive step for business-related inventions.
P Copyright Suppert Statiomn
. %‘@@Q%Eﬂ
FFFFIT 13202148 H 30 A IZE Y R AR HEIE B B9 2 5 fr OB 2D\ T We provide services of the highest standard by combining expert knowledge
—cultivated through decades of experience— with unique analytical
%E?,%Lfio capabilities that only a large-scale international IP firm can offer.
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ANV NBNIRYE LAWYERS We have an official Facebook page where we post helpful information/gathered f;om

- our offices in Osaka, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagoya. “ i
& TRADEMARK W11 TTetd On this page, we pubhsh a variety of information, such as thejlatestdevelopments in
IP.law and practice in various countries around the world Aexciting |pXrelated/news,
and what's going on with us and around us. Please find us onFacebook! /
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general
information on the field of intellectual property, and that the description

here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme. HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
R EHBEAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

Below are links to further IP information.

Our Twitter Account
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BIO IP Information | | DX, IT IP Information Sifatiérdn - Fﬁ . tte |

INA A F AR DX, IT184 15 ¥k IoTxXAIZIRE

| p
news on Twitter. If you have aTwitter accouJ

: din
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