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Second Japan-ASEAN Patent Experts Meeting Held
#2[E HASEANFEFEMRSEHE

On September 9, 2021, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) and the
Intellectual Property (IP) Offices of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) Member States held the Second Japan-ASEAN Patent
Experts Meeting via video conference.

The First Japan-ASEAN Patent Experts Meeting was held on October 7,
2020 in response to the results of the Tenth Japan-ASEAN Heads of
Intellectual Property Offices Meeting held on July 8, 2020. The purpose
of the Japan-ASEAN Patent Experts Meeting is to, for example, share
knowledge on the development of patent examination guidelines in the
field of emerging technologies and on patent translation issues.

At the first meeting and the second meeting held this time, participants
held discussions based on the examination practice of each ASEAN
Member State while taking into account the JPO's case examples of
determination of Al-related inventions serving as inventions in the field

of emerging technologies. In addition, at the first meeting and the
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second meeting, the participants shared recognition of issues of 7B AEOFE2EOSAE, 20214E8 A 2 HICEMIN2H11H HAS
translation of patent application documents in relation to the patent EANFFFFTRERBICTHRENRESNIZLDOTHD, €L T, HASEAN
translation issues. Fraf M ESEI13, H4E (20204) | A4 (20214F) Life THES LT

LMD, RAELKEDL, H ASEANFFT R ESEIC TSR ESIL, Al
B IR 72 132 VLIS O S Bl 0 B . B IO FFFOFER ORI EEIZ
W TR THIND RIAZTHS,
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The second meeting held this time was decided to be held at the
Eleventh Japan-ASEAN Heads of Intellectual Property Offices Meeting
held on August 2, 2021. The Japan-ASEAN Patent Experts Meeting,
which was consecutively held last year (2020) and this year (2021), will
also be decided at the Japan-ASEAN Heads of Intellectual Property
Offices Meeting next year and thereafter to be held to discuss the field
of Al-related technologies or other emerging technologies and the

patent translation issues.
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A part of "The Act on the Partial Revision of the Patent Act and Other
Acts" promulgated on May 21, 2021 was enforced on October 1, 2021,
and it has accordingly become possible for appellants, etc. to appear
online in oral proceedings in trials for contesting the validity of patent
rights, such as patent invalidation trials.

That is, in the conventional oral proceedings in patent invalidation trials,

etc., the appellant and the patentee (hereinafter referred to as "appellant,

etc.") previously had to actually appear in the trial court. However, from
October 1, 2021, the appellant, etc. can appear online via the web
conferencing system at the discretion of the chief trial examiner.

According to the provisions of Articles 145(6), (7) and 151 of the
revised Patent Act, the appellant, etc. who appear online are deemed to

have actually appeared in the oral proceedings.

On October 12, 2021, for the first time, an online trial for invalidation
using the web conferencing system was actually conducted.
Furthermore, following the first online oral proceedings above, it is
expected that online oral proceedings will be conducted in sequence.

The online appearance system is established mainly in response to the
recent COVID-19 pandemic. Meanwhile, the online appearance system
has advantages in that it is easy to participate from a remote place and
the burden on the appellant, etc. can be reduced, as well as preventing

w—_-

the spread of COVID-19.

Therefore, it is expected that the number of online oral proceedings will
increase even after the COVID-19 pandemic comes to an end.
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The 2021 meetings of the assemblies of the member states of World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) were held at the WIPO
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, for 5 days from October 4 to 8,
2021.

The meetings of the assemblies of the member states of WIPO were held
in a hybrid format that combines direct physical participation in the
venue in the WIPO headquarters and virtual participation through
online platforms, due to the recent COVID-19 pandemic. The delegation

from the Japan Patent Office (JPO) virtually participated in the meetings.

The contents of the discussions held during the meetings are shown
below.

(1) Report of the Director General

Mr. Tang, the Director General of WIPO, announced the medium-term
strategic plan for 2022 to 2026, and stated that WIPO would carry out
plans that are pillars of WIPO's future strategies (e.g., handling of global
issues such as the COVID-19 pandemic, expansion of the IP
communities through multilingualization etc, and promotion of
multifaceted cooperation).

(2) General Statements
The regional group coordinators, the communities such as ASEAN and

w_-

EU, the member states, and the observers made statements. Mr. Mori,
the Commissioner of the JPO, and Mr. Bekku, the president of the Japan
Intellectual Property Association (JIPA), showed their expectations and
intentions to contribute to WIPO in their video statements (virtual

participation).

(3) Composition of the WIPO Coordination Committee

83 member states were appointed as members of the WIPO
Coordination Committee for the next two years. Japan is also included in
the 83 member states.

On the other hand, the remaining 6 countries, out of the 89 countries
which are the fixed number of countries that constitute the WIPO
Coordination Committee, will continue to be discussed at the 2023

meetings of the assemblies of the member states of WIPO.

(4) Composition of the WIPO Program and Budget Committee (PBC)
63 member states were appointed as members of the PBC for the next
two years. Japan is also included in the 63 member states.

The remaining members of the PBC will continue to be discussed with
the aim of making appointments in the 2023 meetings.

(5) Matters concerning Audits and Oversight, and Report of the PBC

The results of audits and oversight were reported by the External
Auditor, the Independent Advisory Oversight Committee (IAOC), and the
Internal Oversight Division (IOD).

—
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(6) Matters concerning Convening of a Diplomatic Conference for
Adoption of a Design Law Treaty (DLT)
Discussions will be continued with the aim of convening a diplomatic

conference for the adoption of a DLT in 2023.

(7) Appointment of the Eurasian Patent Organization (EAPO) as an
International Searching Authority and an International Preliminary
Examining Authority under the PCT

EAPO was approved as an International Searching Authority (ISA) and

an International Preliminary Examining Authority (IPEA).

(8) Amendments to the regulations under the PCT, Hague, and Madrid
systems

The amendments to the regulations which had been agreed at the 13th
and 14th sessions of the PCT Working Group, the 8th and 9th sessions
of the Hague Working Group, and the 18th session of the Madrid

Working Group were all approved.
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USPTO extends AFCP 2.0
KEICHBIFTAAFCP 2. 0D {THIEZEE

The USPTO has extended, through September 30, 2022, the After Final
Consideration Pilot (AFCP) 2.0, which was supposed to end on
September 30, 2021.

The AFCP 2.0 is a pilot program that began on May 19, 2013. Under the
AFCP 2.0, the examiner is allotted a predetermined amount of time
(three hours) for consideration after a response to a final office action is
filed. The goal of the AFCP 2.0 is to resolve delays in examination due to
unnecessary Requests for Continued Examination (RCE).

No fee is required for the use of the AFCP 2.0. This can make it possible
to obtain a patent while spending lower costs by using the AFCP 2.0
than by filing an RCE.

The USPTO has annually extended the AFCP 2.0 over the last several
years. It is therefore considered that the AFCP 2.0 will be extended also
in the next year, 2022, and will probably be available on and after
September 30, 2022.
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Please visit our facebook pages and our twitter account below.

Officiall FacebooksBaGe s
HARAKENZO B8 2 AE e o,

ANV NBNIRYE LAWYERS We have an official Facebook page where we post helpful informationigathered from

- our offices in Osaka, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagoya. “/
/ & TRADEMARK W RIZIE UL On this page, we pubhsh a variety of information, such as thejlatestdevelopmentsiin

IP law and practice in various countries around the world, excmng |pXrelated/news,
@]j

and what's going on with us and around us. Please find us On|FAcebook! /
KRR RE A B IR Z K DE R E B OFacebooky ST
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GEEREBELTVWETTIFUOCHERE :

Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general
information on the field of intellectual property, and that the description

here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme. HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
R EHBEAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

Below are links to further IP information.

] ) ¢ - 1 Our Twitter Account

BIO IP Information | | DX, IT IP Information | | . 10T X AL BEPR N T Twitter
upport Station ;
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ Tolhelpjyoulbecomelfamiliargwithfourfactivitiestand projects;we'post

Y
) information addltlon tolIP=relatedmews on Twitter. |f you have a Twitter accouﬁ‘
N A SNRA 1S R DX,ITH 315k IOTXAIZIB=E pleasefollowlus! Your“likes=and “re-tweets" are also appreqate‘d"’

EEROEH OIS E LB ICRCTET A L5 MU ERIC RS THAGERERE
LTHEVET. Twitter7 ATV FEaRHBEO AR BSEICZ+O0—<{ETL,

| Food & Medical | ( Maior & Emeraing | | ‘ LU PRIEABD TS

sl.p;',ﬁ.'i{“s‘i‘;t.on Eccjmomic Pouglerg TPP IP Chapter
""""""""""""""""""""" VYV IRVYYyYyYYY? @HarakenzoT #HARAKENZO ;-
BRxERZEE | | ENAEMIATER TPPHIA1E R u =]

ntele@is)) ” HARAKENZQ ™ere”



http://www.harakenzo.com/en/law/
http://www.harakenzo.com/en/it/
http://www.harakenzo.com/jpn/it/
http://www.harakenzo.com/en/tpp/
http://www.harakenzo.com/jpn/tpp/
http://www.harakenzo.com/en/bio/
http://www.harakenzo.com/jpn/bio/
http://www.harakenzo.com/en/iot_ai/
http://www.harakenzo.com/jpn/iot_ai/
http://www.harakenzo.com/en/food_medical/
http://www.harakenzo.com/jpn/food_medical/
http://www.harakenzo.com/en/rising_nation/
http://www.harakenzo.com/jpn/rising_nation/
https://twitter.com/HarakenzoT
https://www.facebook.com/HARAKENZO.main

Newsletter

NOVEMBER 2021

JAPAN

e ——

J—_

TOKYO

HEAD OFFICE

OSAKA
HEAD OFFICE

OSAKA
2nd OFFICE

HIROSHIMA
OFFICE

NAGOYA
OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG.
SOUTH TOWER 29F,

2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO,
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-5129,
JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI
BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA,
TENJINBASHI, KITA-KU, OSAKA
530-0041, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
1-29,

2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACH]I,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054,
JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE
HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
HIROSHIMA 730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com

http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12
HIRAIKE-CHO, NAKAMURA-KU,
NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI 453-6109,
JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com

http://www.intellelution.com

http://www.intellelution.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky@harakenzo.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm@harakenzo.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-ngy@harakenzo.com




