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USPTO Launches Pilot Program related

Lo S”'?jecf‘ Matter Eligibility On January 6, the USPTO announced the launch of the Deferred Subject
Examination

USPTOAMS A& M B2 | BT B 31T Matter Eligibility Response (DSMER) Pilot Program which allows for
TO45 S L AEREA delayed responses to rejections based on subject matter eligibility (SME).

USPTO Launches Pilot Program related to Subject Matter Eligibility
Examination
USPTOOFERE& DB EICRET 2517707 5 L&k

The USPTO is seeking comments on this notice until March 7.

EPO Conducting User Survey Regarding Patent Grace Periods
EPOAMEED S L — A Y # Rlic DWW T 1—H —Fasrh This pilot program targets applications that meet specific conditions.
Applicants can choose for all applications that satisfy the requirements

whether or not to participate in the pilot program.
Government Considering Introduction of Patent Non-disclosure P P PO PIoS

System
BRI DFEFIE N\ B DE A & 1%5¢ The USPTO will evaluate how the implementation of the pilot program

will affect examination efficiency and patent quality, since there are

) . cases in which resolving non-SME rejections may also resolves SME
Development of Domestically-produced Vaccines 8 ! Y

EET T F > DORFE rejections.

The outline of the pilot program is as follows:
¢ The program will run from February 1 to July 30, with the

possibility of extension.
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+ For patent applications that meet the requirements for the pilot
program, applicants will be notified at the time of the first office
action, inviting them to participate in the pilot program.

» Applicants who wish to participate will submit a form to request
to join the pilot program when they respond to the first office
action.

* An applicant may respond first to non-SME rejections and defer
responding to SME rejections until final disposition of the
application, or withdrawal or elimination of all other rejections,
whichever occurs first.

e The Examiner will consider whether the response to non-SME
rejections will also resolve the SME rejections, and issue a Notice
of Allowance if he concludes that the rejections have been
overcome and the application is patentable. If the rejections are
not resolved, an additional office action will be issued stating all
the reasons for refusal, including SME rejections. The applicant
can then again defer responding to SME rejections and respond to
all other rejections.
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EPO Conducting User Survey Regarding Patent Grace Periods
EPODMFEF DT L—AE U A FIEDWTI—Y—5&EF

On December 20, 2021, the European Patent Office (EPO) announced
that it was conducting a survey of users regarding patent grace periods.

The main points are summarized below.

This winter, a survey of randomly selected applicants of European
patents is being conducted regarding novelty requirements under the
European Patent Convention (EPC) and the lack of so-called “grace
periods” in the European patent system. This survey will investigate the
effect strict novelty requirements have on the applications and business
practices of applicants for European patents, and will be complemented
by consultations with users and stakeholder groups. The feedback
obtained will be analyzed by the EPO, and the results of the survey will
be published in spring 2022. The results of the survey will be valuable
information for evidence-based discussions.

Under the EPC, patents are only granted for inventions that were not
published prior to the earliest filing date. Some patent systems have
partially relaxed this strict requirement for novelty, and provide a grace
period of, for example, six or twelve months prior to the filing date, in
which inventors may disclose their inventions without losing

patentability.

The EPO has entrusted this survey to the international investigative
agency BERENT Deutschland GmbH, and participants are being
randomly selected from applicants for European patents, from both

Europe and other countries/regions, in various industries, and including
universities and small-sized enterprises. Also, the representative user
groups from EPO member countries will also be consulted, and some of
the results of those consultations will be reported in a section of the

survey.
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Government Considering Introduction of Patent Non-disclosure
System
BT DV EFIE BRI E DG A Z 1857

In Japan, patent applications are supposed to be made published after
one year and six months from the filing date, unless they are withdrawn.
However, in Europe, the US. and China, there is a "secret patent
system" that keeps patents on technologies related to military affairs,

etc. unpublished.

Therefore, Japan is also required to take measures to prevent overseas
outflow of advanced technologies related to patents and patent
applications. At the first expert meeting on economic security legislation
held last year, it was decided to establish a study group on

nondisclosure of patents.

In response to the results of the meeting, the Japanese government has
decided to introduce a system in which a patent application will not be
published if the content of the patent application is judged to be
important for national security.

Under this system, the Japan Patent Office will conduct a primary
examination of a patent application, and a newly established
organization led by the Cabinet Office and the Ministry of Defense will
conduct a secondary examination to determine the "sensitivity" of the
patent application. If the patent application is judged to be important to
national security, it will not be published. If a patent application is
determined as unpublished, filing of a counterpart foreign application

will be restricted. Furthermore, in order to prevent information leaks,
penalties are being considered for those who violate the law.

On the other hand, since applicants will not be able to earn the income
they would have earned if their patent applications were published, a
system will be established in which the government will contribute

compensation so that applicants will not be disadvantaged.

In addition, for products that are important for economic security, such
as semiconductors, storage batteries, and pharmaceuticals, the
government plans to investigate the supply chain of raw materials and
provide subsidies to improve the supply chain if it is too dependent on a

particular country.
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Introduction to Our Firm s Service LFRDT—EZXBN

Design Patent Suppoert Station
BEEZER

Development of Domestically-produced Vaccines
EET 7 F > O

We provide services of the highest standard by combining expert knowledge

—cultivated through decades of experience— with unique analytical C(lick here for details
capabilities that only a large-scale international IP firm can offer.
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A joint research group comprising four universities (Shimane University,
Kyoto University, Mie University, and Nagasaki University, in no
particular order) and a manufacturer (Asahi Kasei Corporation) have
announced that they filed a patent on December 16, 2021 for a new
novel coronavirus vaccine that uses a nanogel of biologically-derived

hyaluronic acid.

The vaccine contains fine particles of hyaluronic acid that encapsulate
the spike proteins on the surface of the virus. Because the hyaluronic
acid used is biologically-derived, the vaccine can effectively reach the
lymph nodes of the immune system, and is safe, with low adverse

reactions.

In addition, the vaccine can be freeze-dried and still retain effectiveness,
and is easy to handle, since, when dried, it can be stored at room

temperate in a powdered state.

Although not direct related to this vaccine, the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) is planning to include
in its budget for the next fiscal year approximately 6.5 billion yen for
developing universities as bases for strengthening domestic vaccine
development and production systems, and for providing funding
support for starting new projects over the next ten years. It is expected
that this will boost development and implementation of domestically-
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ANV NBNIRYE LAWYERS We have an official Facebook page where we post helpful information/gathered f;om

- our offices in Osaka, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagoya. “ i
& TRADEMARK W11 TTetd On this page, we pubhsh a variety of information, such as thejlatestdevelopments in
IP.law and practice in various countries around the world Aexciting |pXrelated/news,
and what's going on with us and around us. Please find us onFacebook! /
KRR RE A B IR Z K DE R E B OFacebooky T
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general
information on the field of intellectual property, and that the description

here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme. HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
R EHBEAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

Below are links to further IP information.

Our Twitter Account
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TOKYO
HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG.
SOUTH TOWER 29F,

2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO,
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-5129,
JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

OSAKA
HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI
BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA,
TENJINBASHI, KITA-KU, OSAKA
530-0041, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384
(Main Number)
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+81-6-6351-5664
(Main Number)
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OSAKA
2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
1-29,

2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054,
JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com

HIROSHIMA
OFFICE

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE
HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
HIROSHIMA 730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
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http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

NAGOYA
OFFICE

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12
HIRAIKE-CHO, NAKAMURA-KU,
NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI 453-6109,
JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
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