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TOKYO WTC HARAKENZO
50th Anniversary in 2026
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TOPICS

Strengthening Support for SMEs
NSRRI

With recent issues including climate change, the Covid-19 pandemic,

Strengthening Support for SMEs : _ and increasingly complex business environment, there is a demand for
/PR IR DR more efficient and effective support for small and medium-sized venture
businesses (SMEs), which are expected to sustain local economies and

Revision of fees in accordance with 2021 revision of Patent Act, be the driving force behind innovations.

etc. of Japan

DHB3EFFEFREICH S REWE

For SMEs, which have less management resources than large companies,
the importance of intellectual properties including innovative

Draft Revision of "Examination Guidelines for Patents and Utility technologies, ideas, designs, and brands is relatively high in- their

Models"
MH555F - RATREEEE | HETR

PPH between Japan and Vietnam
BAR—~ b7+ LEDPPH

business activities, but the reality is that such intellectual properties are
not sufficiently protected.

Under the circumstances, in relation to the "Action Plan for the
Utilization of Intellectual Property by Small and Medium-sized
Enterprises and Start-up Companies" formulated by the Japan Patent
Office, the Small and Medium Enterprise Agency, and the National
Center for Industrial Property and Information and Training (INPIT), the
INPIT and the National Association of Small and Medium Enterprise
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Promotion Organizations have decided to strengthen their support for
SMEs from the aspect of intellectual property, for the optimization of
subcontracting transactions of SMEs and the like.

The outline is as follows.

> Intellectual property-related consultations received at the Shitauke
Kakekomidera (Subcontractors' "Safe Haven") will be handled in
cooperation with consultants at the Intellectual Property General
Support Desk.

> Of the consultations received at the Intellectual Property General
Support Desk, consultations regarding subcontracting transactions
will be handled in cooperation with counselors at the Shitauke
Kakekomidera.

» The Intellectual Property General Support Desk will be encouraged to
exchange more information with organizations supporting SMEs and
the like, such as Yorozu (General) Support Centers, chambers of
commerce and industry, and financial institutions, including the
Shitauke Kakekomidera.

» Guidelines and contract templates related intellectual property
transactions will be disseminated.
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Revision of fees in accordance with 2021 revision of Patent Act, etc.
of Japan

DHBFRFFEFREICH S RENE

In accordance with enforcement of the "Act on Partial Revision of the
Patent Act., etc." and the "Cabinet Order for Development of the
Relevant Cabinet Orders in accordance with enforcement of the Act on
Partial Revision of the Patent Act., etc.", patent-related fees, trademark-
related fees, international search fees in connection with filing an
international application, etc. will be revised as described below. The
revisions will become effective on April 1, 2022.

1.Patent maintenance fee (for applications for which a request for
examination was made on or after April 1, 2004) (Article 8-2 of the
Order for Enforcement of the Patent Act of Japan)

Ttem Money amount Money amount
before revision after revision
For each year, For each year,
Patent maintenance | 2,100 JPY + 4,300 JPY +
fee (Ist to 3rd year) | (the number of claims X | (the number of claims X
200 JPY) 300 JPY)
For each year, For each year,
6,400 JPY + 10,300 JPY +
(4th to 6th year) (the number of claims X | (the number of claims X
500 JPY) 800 JPY)
For each year, For each year,
19,300 JPY + 24,800 JPY +
(7th to 9th year) (the number of claims X | (the number of claims X
1,500 JPY) 1,900 JPY)
For each year, For each year,
55,400 JPY + 59,400 JPY +
(10th to 25th year) (the number of claims X | (the number of claims X
4,300 JPY) 4,600 JPY)

(Note) There is no revision to the patent maintenance fee for
applications for which a request for examination was made on or before

March 31, 2004.

2. Trademark registration fee (Article 4 of the Order for Enforcement of

the Trademark Act of Japan)

Item

Money amount
before revision

Money amount
after revision

Trademark
registration fee

the number of classes
28,200 JPY

the number of classes
32,900 JPY

Money amount for
each installment
(first- and second-
half payments)

the number of classes
16,400 JPY

the number of classes
17,200 JPY

Application for
renewal registration

the number of classes
38,800 JPY

the number of classes
43,600 JPY

Money amount for
each installment
(first- and second-
half payments)

the number of classes
22,600 JPY

the number of classes
22,800 JPY

Registration fee for
defensive mark

the number of classes
28,200 JPY

the number of classes
32,900 JPY

Renewal
registration fee for
defensive mark

the number of classes
33,400 JPY

the number of classes
37,500 JPY

3. Fees associated with filing international applications (patent, utility
model) (Article 2 of the Order for Enforcement of the Act on

International Applications, etc. under the Patent Cooperation Treaty)

Intellel
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4. Fees associated with filing international registration applications

" Money amount Money amount (trademark) (Article 3-2 of the Order for the Patent Act and Other
before revision after revision Related Fees of Japan)
Transmittal fee + 80,000 JPY 160,000 JPY
search fee (including transmittal fee | (including transmittal fee Ttem Money amount Money amount
(Japanese) of 10,000 JPY) of 17,000 JPY) before revision after revision
. Individual
Transmittal fee + | 166,000 JPY 186,000 JPY ) designation fee the number of classes X | the number of classes X
search fee (including transmittal fee | (including transmittal fee (corresponding to | 28,200 JPY 32.900 JPY
(English) of 10,000 JPY) of 17,000 JPY) registration fee) ' '
Additional fee for | 60,000 JPY X 105,000 JPY X I.ndivi(.iual
international search | (the number of (the number of inventions designation fee the number of classes X | the number of classes X
(Japanese) inventions of claims - 1) | of claims - 1) (corresponding to 38.800 JPY 43.600 JPY
renewal registration ’ ’
fee)
Additional fee for 126,000 JPY X 168,000 JPY X
international search | (the number of (the number of inventions
(English) inventions of claims - 1) | of claims - 1) For more information, visit the website of the Japan Patent Office.
Preliminary https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/process/tesuryo/kaisei/2022_ryokinkait
examination fee 26,000 JPY 34,000 JPY ei.html
(Japanese)
Preliminary .
examination fee | 58,000 JPY 69,000 JPY . 3 ) o 3 \
(English) TRFFFESE O —H & WE T HIEA ) KO FFFESEO— A SE T HIEED
" FEATIZAED BIGRBUS OB 2B 2B ) (LT, TBUEES ) /T 5, )
Add1t10'na.1 fee for 15.000 JPY X 28,000 JPY X RN A g ST
prehr.nlna.ry (the number of (the number of inventions DOFEITIZHE, SFI44FEA A 1 H L0, FraT Rtk 4. pars Btk 4 K& OVE BR
ea&;r;:rllzt;;n inventions of claims - 1) | of claims - 1) HRE AR A E S A OB 23, LT 0@ &S5,
Additional fee for
preliminary | 52000 JPY X 45000 JPY x ' LR CERR 664 1 LA 8 AR A L 7= ) CREFFIENETT 2 8%
o (the number of (the number of inventions
examination . . . .
} inventions of claims - 1) | of claims - 1) D2)
(English)
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Introduction to Our Firm s Service LAY —E BN

Trademark Support Station
RS R =

We provide services of the highest standard by combining expert knowledge

—cultivated through decades of experience— with unique analytical Click here for details
capabilities that only a large-scale international IP firm can offer.
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Draft Revision of "Examination Guidelines for Patents and Utility
Models"
55T - RATREEEE WEIR

On February 10, 2022, the Office of Examination Guidelines of the
Japan Patent Office (JPO) presented an outline of a draft revision of the
Examination Guidelines for Patents and Utility Models (hereinafter
referred to as the "Draft Revision"), which newly prescribes limitations

on multiple-multiple dependent claims.

The term "multiple-multiple dependent claim” indicates "a claim that
alternatively depends from two or more other claims including one or
more multiple dependent claims".

Use of multiple-multiple dependent claims has been accepted in, for
example, Japan and the EP, while it has been prohibited in, for example,
the USA, China, Korea, and Taiwan.

The date of enforcement of the forthcoming Japanese Patent Act
Enforcement Regulations and Japanese Utility Model Act Enforcement
Regulations regarding the limitations on multiple-multiple dependent
claims is scheduled to be April 1, 2022. If a patent application or a
utility model application filed after the enforcement includes a multiple-
multiple dependent claim, an Office Action indicating a rejection under
Article 36(6)(iv) of the Japanese Patent Act will be issued on the patent
application, whereas an order to amend claims will be given for the
utility model registration application as the claims do not comply with

—
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the requirements of Article 6 of the Japanese Utility Model Act (Basic
Requirements).

Applicants need to be careful about the new limitations when drafting
claims for a Japanese application (including, for example, national phase
entry of a PCT application at the JPO).
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PPH between Japan and Vietham
BAR—~ b7+ LEDPPH

In Vietnam, the business environment has been improving in recent
years, and many companies, including those related to automobiles,
electronics, and electricity, have come into Vietnam. The utilization of
patent rights is important for those companies to smoothly conduct
their businesses. However, the patent examination process in Vietnam
takes a long time, and it takes more than three years on average from
the time an application is received by the National Office of Intellectual
Property of Vietnam (hereinafter referred to as "IP Viet Nam") until the
first examination result is issued.

Under these circumstances, the Japan Patent Office and the IP Viet Nam
have been implementing the Patent Prosecution Highway Pilot Program
(also known as "PPH") since April 1, 2016, with the main purpose of
speeding up the examination process. In addition, from April 1, 2019,
the PPH pilot period was renewed for another three years, and in
conjunction with the renewal, the number of PPH applications accepted
by the IP Viet Nam in a year has been doubled from 100 to 200.

The number of PPH applications in Vietnam seems to have been
increased in recent years, and the number of PPH applications to the IP
Viet Nam for the period from October 1, 2021 to March 31, 2022 has
already reached the upper limit. Therefore, the IP Viet Nam has stopped
accepting PPH applications at this time.

—
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Please visit our facebook pages and our twitter account below.

Officiall FacebooksBaGe s
HARAKENZO B8 2 AE e o,

ANV NBNIRYE LAWYERS We have an official Facebook page where we post helpful informationigathered from

- our offices in Osaka, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagoya. “/
/ & TRADEMARK W RIZIE UL On this page, we pubhsh a variety of information, such as thejlatestdevelopmentsiin

IP law and practice in various countries around the world, excmng |pXrelated/news,
@]j

and what's going on with us and around us. Please find us On|FAcebook! /
KRR RE A B IR Z K DE R E B OFacebooky ST
HEHESORHEEP. MM =1—X, iﬂ_ ﬁp@l@%li’(ﬁ\?ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁa&ﬂ@ﬁﬂ

GEEREBELTVWETTIFUOCHERE :

Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general
information on the field of intellectual property, and that the description

here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme. HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
R EHBEAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

Below are links to further IP information.

] ) ¢ - 1 Our Twitter Account

BIO IP Information | | DX, IT IP Information | | . 10T X AL BEPR N T Twitter
upport Station ;
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ Tolhelpjyoulbecomelfamiliargwithfourfactivitiestand projects;we'post

Y
) information addltlon tolIP=relatedmews on Twitter. |f you have a Twitter accouﬁ‘
N A SNRA 1S R DX,ITH 315k IOTXAIZIB=E pleasefollowlus! Your“likes=and “re-tweets" are also appreqate‘d"’

EEROEH OIS E LB ICRCTET A L5 MU ERIC RS THAGERERE
LTHEVET. Twitter7 ATV FEaRHBEO AR BSEICZ+O0—<{ETL,

| Food & Medical | ( Maior & Emeraing | | ‘ LU PRIEABD TS

sl.p;',ﬁ.'i{“s‘i‘;t.on Eccjmomic Pouglerg TPP IP Chapter
""""""""""""""""""""" VYV IRVYYyYyYYY? @HarakenzoT #HARAKENZO ;-
BRxERZEE | | ENAEMIATER TPPHIA1E R u =]
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ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE
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TELEPHONE:
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FACSIMILE:
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