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Report on User Satisfaction Survey on Patent Examination Quality
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In order to achieve the world's highest quality patent examination, the
Japanese Patent Office (hereinafter, referred to as “the JPO”) has been
conducting a user satisfaction survey on patent examination quality
since FY2012. The JPO has published the Report on FY2022 Annual

20224F11H1H
User Satisfaction Survey on Patent Examination Quality (hereinafter,

2 AEL R #E

B B ) referred to as “the Report”) this time.
prE fEL B OE

The Report summarizes the results of evaluation on the overall quality
of patent examination, international search, etc. in FY2021 on a five-

oint scale including ’satisfied”, “somewhat satisfied” ,’neutral”
GE) HARFEOAFRFE T O I [FEFFEBIEN (DO IRIEIIEN | ~OB T L0 ET P 8

,’somewhat unsatisfied” and "unsatisfied”.

In the result of evaluation (total evaluation) on the overall quality of
patent examination on national applications, the proportion of “neutral”
or higher responses was 95.7%, and the proportion of high satisfaction
level (“satisfied” and “somewhat satisfied”) responses was 61.3%.

Further, in the result of evaluation (total evaluation) on the overall
quality of international search etc. on PCT applications, the proportion
of “neutral” or higher responses was 97.5%, and the proportion of high
satisfaction level responses was 59.0%.

In particular, the items including "Consistency of judgements”,
"Consistency of judgements on Article 29(2) (inventive step)”, and
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"Consistency of judgements between the international and national
phases" had a large impact on the evaluation results of the overall
quality of patent examination on national applications, international
search on PCT applications, etc. The evaluation results for these items

were relatively low.

The JPO has set the above items as items to be addressed with priority.
The JPO will continue to make efforts to maintain and improve the

quality of patent examination in the future.
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Business Court
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In October 2022, the Intellectual Property High Court moved to a new
building in Nakameguro, Tokyo, together with the Intellectual Property
Division and other related divisions (the Commercial Division and the
Insolvency Division) of the Tokyo District Court. The new building will
serve as a "business court".

Business-related lawsuit cases are highly specialized, and the
concentration of related divisions is expected to bring together
knowledge and expertise required to handle such cases.

The physical environment at the new building will be improved in the
future as needed, to enable trial operations that make better use of IT
equipment and the like, in light of the future direction of digitization
and the like.

The new building will be used also for international symposiums, with a
plan to provide more internationalized services for business lawsuits.

The relocation to the new building is thus expected to provide better

judicial services.
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Prepayment of patent fees and others by patent revenue stamps

FFEFENREIC L A EPRIF DTN

On October 14, 2022, the Cabinet of Japan approved a Cabinet Order
that specifying the date stipulated by the Cabinet Order under Article
6(1) of the Supplementary Provisions of the Act Partially Amending the
Japanese Patent Act, etc. In accordance with this, the deadline for
prepayment of patent fees, etc. by patent revenue stamps has been set
to March 31, 2023.

Until now, under the "prepayment system", which is a system to pay in
advance an estimated amount of patent fees and others to be paid in the
future, the way to add money into one's prepayment account was
limited to patent revenue stamps. To preform prepayment, a user had to
purchase a large amount of patent revenue stamps at a post office or
the like, affix them to a document, and then, submit the document with
the Japan Patent Office (JPO), which was a heavy administrative burden
for both users and the JPO. In addition, due to the coronavirus outbreak,
the entire government has been considering digitization of

administrative procedures.

To cope with such inconvenience, revisions of the laws have been
carried out so as to allow prepayment of patent fees, etc. in cash (by
bank account transfer, etc.) instead of patent revenue stamps. Based on
the recent cabinet decision, the deadline for prepayment of patent fees,
etc. by patent revenue stamps has been set to March 31, 2023.
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However, the recent measures abolish only the "prepayment” by patent

revenue stamps, and payment at the time of each procedure by affixing
patent revenue stamps to a procedural document is still available.

In January 2023, it is scheduled to be possible to make prepayment by
using the Internet Application Software of the JPO, not only through
internet banking services, but also through automatic teller machines
(ATMs).
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Please visit our facebook pages and our twitter account below.

Officiall FacebooksBaGe s
HARAKENZO B8 2 AE e o,

ANV NBNIRYE LAWYERS We have an official Facebook page where we post helpful informationigathered from

- our offices in Osaka, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagoya. “/
/ & TRADEMARK W RIZIE UL On this page, we pubhsh a variety of information, such as thejlatestdevelopmentsiin

IP law and practice in various countries around the world, excmng |pXrelated/news,
@]j

and what's going on with us and around us. Please find us On|FAcebook! /
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general
information on the field of intellectual property, and that the description

here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme. HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
R EHBEAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

Below are links to further IP information.

] ) ¢ - 1 Our Twitter Account

BIO IP Information | | DX, IT IP Information | | . 10T X AL BEPR N T Twitter
upport Station ;
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ Tolhelpjyoulbecomelfamiliargwithfourfactivitiestand projects;we'post

Y
) information addltlon tolIP=relatedmews on Twitter. |f you have a Twitter accouﬁ‘
N A SNRA 1S R DX,ITH 315k IOTXAIZIB=E pleasefollowlus! Your“likes=and “re-tweets" are also appreqate‘d"’

EEROEH OIS E LB ICRCTET A L5 MU ERIC RS THAGERERE
LTHEVET. Twitter7 ATV FEaRHBEO AR BSEICZ+O0—<{ETL,

| Food & Medical | ( Maior & Emeraing | | ‘ LU PRIEABD TS

sl.p;',ﬁ.'i{“s‘i‘;t.on Eccjmomic Pouglerg TPP IP Chapter
""""""""""""""""""""" VYV IRVYYyYyYYY? @HarakenzoT #HARAKENZO ;-
BRxERZEE | | ENAEMIATER TPPHIA1E R u =]
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