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The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) released its report
on the number of international applications for the year 2022.

4th |P BASE AWARDs Held This report indicated the following:
=AE I P B ASS Ee AWARD | DR - The number of PCT applications filed reached a total of 278,100, a

slight increase of 0.3% over the previous year and the highest level
ever recorded for a single year.

Development etc. of Relevant Ministerial Ordinances in - Of the total number of PCT applications filed, the largest number
connection with Partial Enforcement of the Act of Partial Revision came from Asia, with the ratio increasing from 54.2% last year to
of the Patent Act and Other Acts

. N = i - 54.7%. A hem, Chi ked fi i h b f PCT
RS — AW T B EEO—HORTIC S BRESDBEES mong  them, thina ranked Hrst in the number o

applications filed (70,015, up 0.6% from the previous year), and
Japan ranked third (50,345, up 0.1% from the previous year). India

WIPO Director General meets Minister of Economy, Trade and and South Korea showed steady growth of 25.4% and 6.2%,

Industry of Japan and Director of JPO respectively, over the previous year. The second largest number of

W1 POSEHRERL, RAERAERURHTRE CORK PCT applications came from America. (59,056, down 0.6% from the
previous year).

- In terms of technical fields, computer technology applications took

first place and accounted for 10.4% of all PCT applications published,
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followed by digital communication applications (9.4%) in second
place, electrical machinery applications (7.1%) in third place, and
medical technology applications (7.1%) in fourth place. The fifth place
was occupied by applications related to measurement (4.6%).

- In terms of year-on-year changes in the number of PCT applications
per field of technology, digital communications (+8.7%) and computer
technology (+8.1%) had the highest growth rates, followed by
semiconductors (+6.8%), biotechnology (+6.7%), and electrical
machinery (+6.1%).

With regard to trends in the number of PCT applications by country and
region, the aforementioned trend of the largest number of PCT
applications filed in China and the increasing share of PCT applications
from Asia in the total number of PCT applications has been continuing
for several years. Therefore, it is expected that the number of PCT
applications by country and region will follow the same trend from this
year (2023) onward.

In terms of the number of PCT applications by technological field, the
year 2021 saw particularly strong growth in the field of healthcare
technology, partly due to the impact of the spread of coronavirus
infection. On the other hand, as mentioned above, in 2022, the field of
digital technology, such as digital communications, showed the largest
year-on-year increase. Therefore, taking into account that the spread of
coronavirus infection is expected to subside starting this year, the
number of PCT applications in the field of digital technology is expected
to increase more, as in the year 2022.
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On Friday March 3, 2023, the 4™ TP BASE AWARDs ceremony was held
for each award category.

The IP BASE AWARDs were first held in 2018, and are presented to
individuals and organizations that have been highly rated in terms of
innovation and originality regarding the handling the IP of startups and
people connected to startups.

At the 4™ [P BASE AWARDs, recipients of Grand Prizes and
encouragement prizes included the following:

Grand Prize Encouragement Prizes
Startu + COVER Corp.
Cate gr * Heartseed Inc. + SORACOM, Inc.
8oy * booost technologies, Inc.
- HVC KYOTO (JETRO, Kyoto
Prefecture, Kyoto City, Kyoto
Ecosystem | No Grand Prize Research Park)
Category awarded « Patent Integration Co. Ltd.
" — " - . * Mr. Masakazu Yagi (Japan
Introduction to Our Firm's Service LAY —EZ@EN Biodesign/Osaka University)
IP Support Center for Regional Vitalization — o Eah AW P
t@@@@%gm %E@g The recipients of the 4" [P BASE AWARDs are engaged in the following
We provide services of the highest standard by combining expert knowledge matters:
—cultivated through decades of experience— with unique analytical
capabilities that only a large-scale international IP firm can offer.
e e RN R STR A R O - Heartseed Inc.: realizing cardiac regenerative medicine using iPS cells
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- COVER Corp.: VTuber administration and live streaming service
development

- SORACOM, Inc.: provision of the IoT platform SORACOM

- booost technologies, Inc.: development of cloud service "ENERGY X
GREEN" for visualization of CO, waste emissions and decarbonization

- HVC KYOTO: Organizing field-specific English pitch events with IP
experts as mentors

- Patent Integration Co. Ltd.: providing a patent search and analysis
service at a reasonable price with contracts available to individuals

- Mr. Masakazu Yagi: Human resource development in the field of
medical devices

The above recipients of the 4t [P BASE AWARDs and the areas in which
they are engaged are likely to be under close observation in the world of
[P in future.
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Development etc. of Relevant Ministerial Ordinances in
connection with Partial Enforcement of the Act of Partial Revision
of the Patent Act and Other Acts

B EFD—EEHNE T BERO—ERDREITICH S BRE S DERSE

As of April 1, 2023, a part of the Act of Partial Revision of the Patent
Act and Other Acts (Act No. 42 of 2021) (hereinafter referred to as the
"Revised Act") will come into effect. In connection with the enforcement
of the aforementioned Revised Act, revisions to the related ministerial
ordinances such as the Patent Act Enforcement Regulations were
promulgated on March 13, 2023.

The main revisions to the related ministerial ordinances are as follows.

(1) According to the Revised Act, the requirements for using the system
of reinstatement of patent rights, etc. that were lost due to the
expiration of a procedural term are relaxed from "having a justifiable
reason” to "being unintentional’, and a fee for reinstatement is
collected from those who wish to apply for reinstatement of rights
(however, there is an exemption for those who have non-attributable
reasons). In accordance with these changes, regulations on specific
procedures are developed.

(2) With respect to notification made when the Commissioner of the
Patent Office carries out service by registered mail under Article
107 of the Code of Civil Procedure (Act No. 109 of 1996) which is
applied mutatis mutandis under Article 190 of the Patent Act, in
order to ensure the stability of the procedures, the regulation on the

grounds is established in the Patent Act Enforcement Regulations.

(3) According to the Revised Act, notification of the matters stated in the
registration decision of an international application for trademark
registration to the owner of the international registration via the
International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO) may substitute for service of the original of the registration
decision. In accordance with this change, regulations on specific
means for notification are developed.

(4) The requirements for using the system of reinstatement of the
priority based on a PCT international application due to the same
reason as the above revision (1) are relaxed from "having a

justifiable reason" to "being unintentional”, too.

The effective date of the above revisions of the relevant ministerial
ordinances is April 1, 2023 which is the same as the effective date of
the Revised Act, except for the effective date of the above revision (2)
which is March 13, 2023.

In connection with the above revisions (1) and (4), after the
enforcement of the Revised Act and the related ministerial ordinances, it
is expected that the systems of reinstatement of patent rights etc. and
the priority etc. based on PCT international applications that were lost
due to the expiration of a procedural term will be easier to use than now.

In connection with the above revisions (1) and (4), the following (a)
through (h) are examples of cases where the reinstatement systems
cannot be used because they do not fall under the category of "being
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unintentional". Even if the requirements for using the reinstatement
systems are relaxed, there are cases where the systems cannot be used
as shown below. Therefore, it should be noted that the reinstatement
systems are only emergency measures for cases where the due date has
expired.

(@) Change of the strategy within a company after the expiration of the
period

(b) Delay in payment by the local agent

(c) Inquiry from another company after decision to abandon the right

(d) Business decision due to financial circumstances

(e) Resumption of business due to the appointment of a successor after
the closure of the business in the renewal procedure of a trademark
right

(f) Expiration of a procedural term due to lack of coordination with co-
owners

(g) Rejection of proceedings due to failure to respond to a directive
concerning incomplete payment

(h) Expiration of a procedural term due to reconsideration of whether to
use a PCT international application or an application under Paris
Convention as a route for obtaining rights when filing an application

overseas.
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WIPO Director General meets Minister of Economy, Trade and
Industry of Japan and Director of JPO
W1 POEHRRL. BREEEAERUFHTRE EORH

On February 27, 2023, Daren Tang, Director General of the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and Yasutoshi Nishimura,
Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry, held a meeting at the Ministry
of Economy, Trade and Industry of Japan (METI).

During this meeting at the METI, they agreed to cooperate with each
other to further promote the importance of solving social issues through
the utilization of intellectual properties at the World Expo 2025 in
Osaka, Kansai, to be held in 2025. In addition, to Director General
Darren Tan, Minister Nishimura proposed that Japan cooperates with
the WIPO for the presentation of case studies generated through the "I-
OPEN Project".

The "I-OPEN Project" is a project implemented by the METI to support
various players, including start-ups, non-profit corporations, women,
and youth, in solving social issues through the use of intellectual
properties, by providing them with close assistance from experts who
are familiar with intellectual properties and business.

Following the above meeting at the METI, Director General Darren Tan
and Koichi Hamano, Director of the Japan Patent Office (JPO) had a

meeting at the JPO.

In the meeting at the JPO, the JPO introduced its efforts to utilize new
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technologies such as Al in the examination process and to promote the
use of the green transformation technologies inventory (GXTI). They
also exchanged opinions on cooperation in the World Expo 2025 and on

international cooperation activities through the WIPO Japan Fund.

The GXTI refers to a technologies inventory created by the JPO in June
2022 to overlook technologies concerning green transformation (GX).
The GXTI opens patent retrieval expressions as well to retrieve patent

documents included in each technology category.

It is therefore expected that useful information on the utilization of
intellectual properties will be disseminated at the World Expo 2025
with the cooperation of the WIPO. We believe that the Expo is expected

to be a notable one in terms of intellectual properties as well.
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Please visit our facebook pages and our twitter account below.
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BN DBINIRYN LAWYERS We have an official Facebook page where we post helpful information'gathered from

. our offices in Osaka, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagoya.
CALEVDVERE  Intellelution Onithis page, we publish a variety of information, such as thellatest; developments in

IPlaw and practice in various countries around the world; exciting P¥relatedfnews;
and what's going on with us and around us. Please find us on'Facebook!
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Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general L Moreginformationee st i s 50
information on the field of intellectual property, and that the description , s

here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme. HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Below are links to further IP information.

Our Twitter Account
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BIO IP Information | | DX, IT IP Information Sifatiérdn - Fﬁ . tte |

INA A F AR DX, IT184 15 ¥k IoTxXAIZIRE

| p
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Food & Medical : ; WORPRTHABATT,
Business Major & Emerging TPP IP Chapter
Support Station Economic Powers
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