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Operation of PPH MOTTAINAI and PCT- , _ _
PPH between France and Japan Begins The Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) pilot program between the

H— 1L DPPH MOTTAINAIX UPCT-PPH Japan Patent Office (JPO) and the French National Institute of Industrial
D1E LA Property (INPI) began on January 1, 2021.

Operation of PPH MOTTAINAI and PCT-PPH between France and
Japan Begins
H—1{LRBIDPPH MOTTAINAIX U'PCT-PPHMD:&E FARHLA

In order to expand the scope of patent applications eligible for the PPH
Publication of Examination Periods when using Japan-U.S. PPH in P peotp kP &

FY2022 pilot program, application for the PPH MOTTAINAI and PCT-PPH are
202 2FEDOBRKEHER/ N\ VA ZFA LIIHEDERIBD being accepted as of July 1, 2023.
A

Although in the case of a normal PPH, it is only possible to apply for a
PPH based on the examination results from the patent office with which

Vglgghgeén;%ﬁt%tgﬁggggﬁég}gy 2023 the applicant first filed the application (the first office), PPH

MOTTAINALI is a system under which it is possible to apply for a PPH if
any patent office participating in the PPH MOTTAINAI trial program
examines the application as patentable, regardless of which office the

application was filed with first.

PCT-PPH is a system under which it is possible to apply for a PPH by
using PCT international phase results. These international phase results
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include, specifically, a written opinion prepared by the International
Searching Authority, a written opinion prepared by the International

Preliminary Examining Authority, and a preliminary examination report.

With the aforementioned PPH MOTTAINAI and PCT-PPH applications
now being accepted, it is expected that Japanese companies will be able
to obtain early examination in France through simpler procedures,
thereby facilitating the business development of Japanese companies in

France.

It should be noted that PCT applications cannot be directly transferred
to the INPI in the national phase. Specifically, it should be noted that, for
an application filed with the INPI (hereinafter referred to as a "French
application"), an accelerated examination under the PCT-PPH may be
requested using international phase results prepared by the JPO in the
following cases (A) to (C).

(A) The applicant requests accelerated examination under the PCT-PPH
for a French application by using the international phase results of a
PCT application filed by claiming priority under the Paris
Convention on the basis of a French application.

(B) The applicant requests accelerated examination under the PCT-PPH
for a French application based on a PCT application and claiming
priority or national priority under the Paris Convention, using the
international phase results of the PCT application.

(C) The applicant uses the international phase results of a PCT
application filed claiming priority under the Paris Convention on the

basis of a French application to request accelerated examination
under the PCT-PPH for another French application filed claiming
national priority on the basis of the first French application.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service LMoY —EREN

UnfaisCompetition Consultation
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We provide services of the highest standard by combining expert knowledge
—cultivated through decades of experience— with unique analytical Clickhere fordetails

capabilities that only a large-scale international IP firm can offer.
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Publication of Examination Periods when using Japan-U.S. PPH in

7235, PCTHIBIL, 75 APE A TEIT \Z LR A B IS BT TR AN &lT FY2022 . o
S BTN 5. BRI, 755 AR~ (L. (75 /12;%2 2EEOHKNGHER/ N\ VA ZRALISEDEEHRRO
YAMBR EFRT D) ITRIL T, BARERERET A ERL L 72 [E B B B R 2]
ﬁHL'CPCTfPPH LD RMERAGF R CEHG AL, BIIE. LT (A) ~ From January 1, 2022, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) and the U.S. Patent
(C)DGETHHZLIZEE T DMNEN DD, and Trademark Office (USPTO) set targets for due dates for carrying out
office actions on PPH applications, and have begun working to ensure
(A) 7T AHRRE BEREE T D) AN L DB ek TR TIT -2 PCTH that PPH applications are examined in accordance with these targets, in
FRDE R B PE R EFI AL T, %~ 7 AHBICXT LT, PCT-PPH order to increase the predictability of the examination timing of PPH
(ZRD REA LR T D56, applications. The offices have begun to carry out examinations of PPH
(B) PCTHFAZ HEHEL 5, Y RKNT LB M SUTE N E oz TR applications in accordance with these targets.
THT2T27 T ABAICKI LT, Y34 PCT HFE D B Be B i S % 7|
LT, PCT-PPHIZ LD I A&7 R T 256, The aforementioned targets are as follows.
(C) 7T A% SR LT D/ ) RN L DB ek a TR TIT»7-PCTH
FED [EBR B PSR R E R LT, Y#% 7 T A R L3 2 FE N E JPO
Jehea FIRL AT 7R 7 7 A HBAIC X LT, PCT-PPHIZ &% R 1% Target period
BETERTOEA,

Average time from receipt of PPH

L. o o , Within 3 months
application to initial examination notice

Average time from after applicant's

L . Within 3 months
response and next examination notice

USPTO

Target period

Average time from receipt of PPH

L o . ) Within 3 months
application to initial examination notice

Average time from after applicant's
response regarding initial examination to Within 3 months
next examination notice
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(Note 1) "After receipt of PPH application" means, in the JPO, the date
after the completion of the formal examination of the PPH application
and confirmation that the PPH application meets the requirements. In
the USPTO, "after receipt of PPH application" means after the date of
notification that special status is granted under the PPH.

(Note 2) The point at which "after applicant's response” begins is the
point when formal examination of the applicant's response is completed
and the examiner is ready to issue the next examination notice.

On July 20, 2023, it was announced that the examination periods for
Japanese patent applications that requested accelerated examination
under PPH last year (January 1 - December 31, 2022) were as follows:

* Average time from receipt of PPH application to initial examination
notice: 2.3 months

+ Average time from after the applicant's response to the next
examination notice: 1.5 months

In addition, the JPO and USPTO have set target periods for this year
(2023) to be as shown in the table above, as they did for 2022, and are
working to carry out examination of PPH applications within these
target periods.

Furthermore, the JPO and the USPTO have indicated that they will
encourage other patent offices to follow suit and will expand their
efforts to improve the predictability of the timing of PPH application
reviews.

In light of the above, it is expected that the continuation of the
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aforementioned efforts will further shorten the time required for

examination at the JPO and USPTO when an accelerated examination
using PPH is requested. In addition, as the aforementioned efforts are
expanded to other countries, the time required for examination of cases
in which accelerated examination using PPH is requested is expected to

be shortened in many other countries in the future as well.

Therefore, the benefits of using PPH are expected to increase further in

the future.

H AERFT PO) LK EFRFFFREET (USPTO) IE, 20224F1 H 1 HG,
PPHH FERFOBRERM O T WML R DL, PPHHERFO KA
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WIPO Member States General Assembly 2023
202 3FEW | POMBERKR=DRME

The General Assembly of the Member States of the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO) was held in Geneva, Switzerland, from
July 6 to July 14, 2023. Mr. Hamano, Commissioner of the Japan Patent
Office (JPO), delivered a general speech at the WIPO Member States
General Assembly. In his speech, Commissioner Hamano principally
expressed his expectations for the development of the "IP ecosystem".

In addition, at the WIPO Member States General Assembly, the JPO
expressed its efforts to increase the number of WIPO GREEN matching
cases. Furthermore, the JPO encouraged WIPO and WIPO member
countries to utilize the Green Transformation Technology Tables (GXTI),
which enable analysis of various technology trends in green
transformation (GX) technologies.

The JPO further indicated that it will continue to support WIPO and that
it plans to present information on the importance of intellectual
property and ideas for further promoting the use of intellectual
property in order to achieve Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at
the Osaka-Kansai Expo to be held in 2025.

In conjunction with the WIPO Member States General Assembly, the
JPO held meetings with patent offices and other organizations from
more than 20 countries and regions to confirm continued cooperation
in the future. The partners of the aforementioned meetings were
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Kazakhstan, Germany, the International Trademark Association (INTA),
the European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO), the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), the United Kingdom, India,
Canada, the Organization of African Patents and Intellectual Property
(OAPI), Saudi Arabia, Spain, Portugal, South Africa, Switzerland,
Australia, Israel, Denmark, Morocco, France, Vietnam, Sweden, Italy, and
Indonesia. The JPO requested the aforementioned countries, especially
the G7 countries, to cooperate in the "G7 Intellectual Property Office
Director-Generals Level Meeting" scheduled to be held in December
2023, with Japan as the host country. In addition, the JPO concluded a
memorandum of understanding on cooperation in the field of
intellectual property with Kazakhstan, and agreed with India on an
action plan outlining future IP cooperation items.

Thus, for the aforementioned countries, especially the G7 countries,
Kazakhstan, and India, it is considered that cooperation in the field of
patents and other intellectual property will be further advanced, and the
acquisition of patents and other rights will be low-cost and highly
predictable.
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Please visit our facebook pages and our twitter account below.
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BN DBINIRYN LAWYERS We have an official Facebook page where we post helpful information'gathered from

. our offices in Osaka, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagoya.
CALEVDVERE  Intellelution Onithis page, we publish a variety of information, such as thellatest; developments in

IPlaw and practice in various countries around the world; exciting P¥relatedfnews;
and what's going on with us and around us. Please find us on'Facebook!
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Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general L Moreginformationee st i s 50
information on the field of intellectual property, and that the description , s

here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme. HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Below are links to further IP information.

Our Twitter Account
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Business Major & Emerging TPP IP Chapter
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