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Belize Accedes to Madrid Cooperation Protocol
N)—X, I FUy FihzEESEIcmE

On November 24, 2022, the Government of Belize deposited its instrument of
accession to the Madrid Protocol with the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO). The Protocol will enter into force on February 24, 2023,
and thereafter it will be possible to file a Madrid Protocol application designating
Belize.

Belize's accession brings the total number of members of the Madrid Protocol to
113.

Individual fees and other details will be announced as soon as they become
available.

[Reference links].
*Belize Joins the Madrid System (*English only)
https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/news/2022/news 0038.html

*Japan Patent Office website (*Japanese only)
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/trademark/madrid/madrid_teiyakukoku/madopro b
elize 20221227.html
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Toho Acquires Part of Copyright on IP Owned by Major
U.S. Animation Company
[SiRP] RE. KEKFT = ARHDFREIPOEFEO—REIS

*Belize Joins the Madrid System (S¢3zED7r)
https://www. wipo. int/madrid/en/news/2022/news 0038. html Toho International, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as "Toho International™), which

is a U.S. subsidiary of Toho Co., Ltd. known as a major Japanese film

*RFFFITHP (% B ARFED )
https://www. jpo. go. jp/system/trademark/madrid/madrid_teiyakukoku/madopr
o_belize_20221227. html

production and distribution company, announced an agreement to acquire part of

copyright on works owned by Frederator Networks, Inc. (hereinafter referred to

as "Frederator™), which is a major U.S. animation production company.

Through the acquisition of the copyright this time, Toho Co., Ltd. and Toho
International will license the IP in connection with films and consumer products
in Japan and other Asian countries and co-produce new films for the IP with
Frederator.

In "TOHO VISION 2032 TOHO Group Management Corporate Strategy"
published in April 2022, Toho Co., Ltd. has set "Planning & IP" and "Overseas"
as keywords for its growth strategy. This agreement with Frederator is an
indication of new business directions of Toho Co., Ltd. in terms of expanding
overseas productions to Japan and other Asian countries.

Toho Co., Ltd., which has so far focused on exporting Japanese productions
overseas, has begun to look at internationalization. Attention will be focused on

future moves of Toho Co., Ltd.

News release from Toho Co., Ltd. on January 4, 2023 (*Japanese only):
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Flower Cake Design Imitation Scandal of French Dairy
Producer's Famous Confectionery Shop in Japan

T2V AREBEERFIEDT 57— 7r—F 794 VIEBAFHFEIC
21T

A French dairy producer's famous confectionery shop in Japan, Beillevaire,
which has its main shop in Azabu-juban, Tokyo, on December 25, 2022 posted
on their website an apology for causing a scandal and announced actions to be
taken in the future, regarding an incident in which the designs and shapes of
flower cakes (cakes featuring "flowers” made of cream) produced and sold by
the shop were very similar to the flower cakes created by a flower cake designer,
Ms. Yuki Yoshiyama. The shop explained the background to the incident and
admitted to almost imitating the designer's flower cakes. The shop immediately
stopped selling flower cakes, recalled and discarded all cakes concerned, stopped
posting related information on their website, and removed relevant posts on
social networks. The shop then apologized in writing to the designer.

The flower cakes in question are found to involve creativity in terms of flower
shapes, the coordination flower colors, and ideas for flower arrangements, and
are likely to constitute a copyright infringement.

As an example of the intellectual property rights lawsuit regarding cakes, there
was a case in which a confectionery shop "Mon cher" made a claim in a court of
law against another shop "Dojima Premium" about an infringement of their
trademark ") = —/L" (Dojima roll) and the court approved the plaintiff's
claim for an injunction against the use of the defendant's "L X 7 A —/L"
(premium roll) and the claim for damages.

Intelle@ » HARAKENZ(Q more »




IDESI CNIRFVRADENARKS FEBRUARY 2023
Newsletter JAPAN

AT FICARIEZWZ D7 TV ABALHER T Obeillevaire (WA =
Tx—) BEUE BB LT 79— =TT A B RN, 777 —
F=%F YA F—pEROHNEL -7 —FITELL L T 2Ric 20T, R =
= —LE20224E12 H 25 B2, HEH DR — L= VICREEREOBREO LS
BOFINC DWW TH IR E LB L7z, FHFEORBEEZHI L, THET 5 &
IR I T LESTZE L, T2 BIZIRFEEEILE LT _XTOEMS &R L T
BEFEL, V=7 VA b EOBEONREHE T k3 JOSNS B2 |k L T,
DX RITKF LCEIC THFRA L,

MED 7 7T =5 =X IO AE WL E O T RIZAEIED RO S,
FVEMR T IR ST D ATt v,

% ICBT DM EERR E LT TRy =—b) NHE OBRERMEE
lggn—/] 2RESNLELTIRESLVLITA O [FLITLra—
M) AT DAL & EERMERE SRR SN EHEN D D,

Registration Requirements of Trademark Containing
Name of another Person to be Loosened - Expert Panel
Report

tADKRZ S EEROTHREMEN - FHEREREE

On December 23 of last year, the Japan Patent Office's panel of experts released
a report stating that trademarks that contain names of persons should be allowed
to be registered. Thus, a bill to revise the Japanese Trademark Act is expected to
be submitted to the ordinary Diet session of this year. Until now, from the
viewpoint of protection of moral interests, registration of a trademark that
contains, in its composition, the name of another person or the like has not been
permitted in principle (Article 4 (1)(viii) of the Japanese Trademark Act). The
revision to the Act will allow, for example, brand names and store names that
contain names of persons having been recognized to a certain degree, to be
registered as trademarks.

The panel of experts also stated that, in addition to imposing a certain level of
name recognition on "name of another person,” they are thinking the need to
consider "the applicant's circumstances (e.g., whether there are justifiable reasons
for filing the application)" for each application of a trademark containing
"another person's name." The "applicant's circumstances" include, for example,
the following.

-The relationship between the applicant and the name contained in the trademark

In a case in which the name of another person contained in the trademark of the
registration application is the applicant's own name, the name of the founder or
representative, the name of the store that has been already in use, etc.
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-Purpose and intent of the applicant - HEEA D HE - B
Whether or not the purpose is to harass others, whether or not the purpose is to MA~DOHR SEDHOAE, IRy L TREFEL2E VR SE 2 oA

A
proactively register a trademark to force others who have used it to but the o

registered trademark, etc.
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registration applications of trademarks containing names in the composition have : FFFTOABROBEICHONT, HFO=2—ALZ—ITBWNTH, §IEHE
tended to be rejected. The business community has pointed out that, for example, FEBLTOE70,

In recent examinations, this provision has been interpreted strictly and

"strictly applying the provision has caused problems in business".

We will continue to keep an eye on the Japan Patent Office's future
developments in our newsletters.
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Please visit our facebook pages and our twitter account below.

Officiall Facekhoolk P‘ae D
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HARAKENZO I.P.kenzo LI {fZ’;?//% i
NLOIBININEE LAWYERS
M BNV Intellelution

our offices in Osaka, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagoya.
On this page, we publlsh avariety of mformatlon such as the Iatest-developme

Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general
information on the field of intellectual property, and that the description here
does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
FE+EA HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

Below are links to further IP information.

Our Twitter Account

BIO IP Information
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DX, IT IP Information
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Support Station
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Food & Medical
Business _
Support Station

Major & Emerging
Economic Powers

TPP IP Chapter
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TOKYO HEAD
OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG.
SOUTH TOWER 29F,

2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO,
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-5129,
JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

OSAKA HEAD
OFFICE

ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI
BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA,
TENJINBASHI, KITA-KU, OSAKA
530-0041, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
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OSAKA 2nd
OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
1-29,

2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACH]I,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054,
JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com

HIROSHIMA
OFFICE

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE
HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
HIROSHIMA 730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com

http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
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NAGOYA
OFFICE

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12
HIRAIKE-CHO, NAKAMURA-KU,
NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI 453-6109,
JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
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E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky@harakenzo.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm@harakenzo.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-ngy@harakenzo.com
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