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The Japan-Korea Trademark Experts Meeting, which had been suspended for

/| Industrial Design HomePage g TradeMark HomePage
1 RESRBKR—AR— BEREESRAR—LNR—

three years, has been held.

The Japan-Korea Trademark Experts Meeting has been held since 2004 to

discuss specific cooperative measures, including sharing of trademark
examination systems and practices between the two countries and holding
seminars on examination practices, but the meeting had been suspended since

2020.
First Japan-Korea Trademark Experts
Meeting in Three Years BR A8 -' . . - - :

3R I BB OBIESF RSN BN . L WSy At this meeting, the participants exchanged opinions on trends in trademark

applications between the two countries, the introduction of the coexistence

consent system, and cooperation plans between Japan and Korea as part of the

U.S. Copyright Office Publishes Guidelines for Copyright Registration five major trademark offices (TM5).
of Al-Generated Content
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examinations, such employing fixed-term assistant examiners to shorten the time

L. . required for trademark examinations.
New Organization to Manage Breeders' Rights

BREEEIEAFTER

With regard to trademark examinations in Japan, the time required for
examination has been considerably shortened. The fact that the examination
results are now known earlier than before is good news not only for domestic
companies, but also for companies from abroad that are considering entering the
Japanese market.
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Since IP expert meetings with other countries are expected to be held in the
future, we will continue to keep a close eye on the IP systems of other countries
and Japan.

*Reference URL
https://www.wowkorea.jp/news/japankorea/2023/0412/10391579.html
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U.S. Copyright Office Publishes Guidelines for Copyright
Registration of Al-Generated Content
KEZEER AERIY TV OERERRAA FS14 2V 2H

On March 16, the U.S. Copyright Office issued practical guidelines for the
examination and registration of copyrights that include content generated through
the use of Al.

The United States has a copyright registration system that allows for the
registration of copyright ownership itself.

In 2018, registration for content generated by the use of Al was applied for with
the authority as "[content] autonomously created by a computer algorithm
running on a machine," but the examiner determined that it did not contain work
by a human and so rejected the registration.

Following this, it was ruled that an application for registration of content
combining human-created text and images generated by the Al service
Midjourney was allowed as a copyrighted work, but that the individual images
created by the Al were not protected by copyright. In other words, the policy is
to distinguish between "copyrightable works™ and "non-copyrightable works."
On this occasion, the publication by the Copyright Office is a statement that
explains the background of the above decision and follows the above policy. In
addition, the U.S. Supreme Court's copyright cases have also used language that
excludes non-human persons when interpreting "authorship."

Later this year, the Copyright Office plans to seek public opinions on the use of
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copyrighted works for training purposes by Al and the legal treatment of works
created by Al thereafter.
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New Organization to Manage Breeders' Rights
BREEEEANTHERE

As reported in the January 2023 edition of our newsletter, there has been a series
of cases in which brand varieties of agricultural products developed in Japan
have been cultivated overseas without permission.

In March 2023, the National Agriculture and Food Research Organization
(NARO) joined forces with JA Zen-Noh, the Japanese Seed Trade Association,
the Japan Association for Techno-innovation in Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries (JATAFF), Akita Prefecture, Niigata Prefecture, Ehime Prefecture, the
Tokyo Metropolitan Foundation for Agriculture, Forestry and Water Industry
Promotion and Hirosaki University to form the "Council for Supporting
Breeders' Rights Management Agencies"”, which began managing breeders' rights
from April 2023. The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF)
provides support for the operational costs.

According to the April 24 edition of the Japan Agricultural News, "The
protection of domestic varieties has been handled by "holders of breeders'
rights," such as prefectures and companies that have bred varieties, but there are
limits to what breeders can do overseas if they do not have a local base or know-
how. Therefore, the Council, with NAROserving as the main secretariat, works
in cooperation with holders of breeders' rights to protect their varieties.

Activities
(1) Responding to infringement of breeders' rights

When unauthorized cultivation of a variety in Japan or overseas is discovered,
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the Council collects evidence, issues warnings, and files lawsuits.

(2) License management

The Council can provide permission for overseas producers to grow domestic
varieties and charge a license fee. The license fee income is returned to the
developer of the variety, so that they can invest in the development of new
varieties.

The Council takes factors into consideration so as not to cause disadvantage to
producers in Japan, such as establishing licenses with producers in countries

where products will be shipped at a different time to those produced in Japan.

Incorporation Efforts

The current Council is a voluntary organization and has no legal status, which
limits the activities it can engage in. If it were established as a corporation, it
would be able to fully take over management of intellectual property rights such
as breeders' rights and trademark rights from holders of breeders' rights. We
anticipate the establishment of a legal entity as soon as possible.
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Please visit our facebook pages and our twitter account below.
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WORLD PATENT LAWYERS our offices in Osaka, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagoya.
P PN N 'E  Intellelution On this page, we publlsh avariety of mformatlon such as the Iatest-developme

Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general

information on the field of intellectual property, and that the description here
does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme. § HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
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